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INTRODUCTION. 


The present volume is the third part in the same series 
as that published last year. Attention has already been called in 
the Part I to the chief Persian books.of the sources of history of 
the Nawwabs of the Carnatic. Of these, Tuzak-i-lVSlSjdhi of 
Burhan ibn Hasan, has been done into English and issued in 
two parts.i The present volume comprises a major portion of 
the English translation of Saiv&nih&t-UMumtds.^ This Persian 
manuscript gives us a detailed history of the reig^ of Ghulam 
HusajTi Umdattfl-Umara Bahadur Nawwab Walajah II (1795- 
1801 A.D.) with an account of the last years of the reign of his 
father, Muhammad All Nawwab Walajah I, together with a 
summary of the events in the reigns of Umdatul<Umara 
Bahadur’s successors, Azlmifd-Dawla Bahadur Nawwab 
Walajah III, A'zam Jah Bahadur Nawwab Walajah IV, and 
Ghulam Muhammad Ghawth Khan Bahadur Nawwab 
Walajah V. 

The author of this manuscript is Muhammad Karim 
Khavrtfd-Din Hasan Ghulam Zamin, son of Iftikharu’d-Dawla 
Haliz Muhammad Nasir IGian Bahadur Samsam Jang and a 
grandson of Muhammad All Nawwab Walajah I. He was 
bom in 1194 A.H. (1780 A.D.), received the titles $ahibiid- 
Dawla JaUtdat Jang in 1210 A.H., Khurshtdiil-Mulk in 1231 
A.H., and on his father’s death in 1236 A.H. (1820 A.D.) 
Ifiikhflr%ld-Dawla Muhammad NOfir Khdn Bahadur ^amf dm 
Jang. 

In the beginning of the month of Rajab in the year 1249 
A.H. (1834 A.D.), Muhammad Karim, while living at Madras, 


(1) Madras University Islamic Series No. 1. 1934 and No. 4. 1939. 

(2) This Persian manuscript is available in the Government Oriental 
Manuscripts Library* Madras. 
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paid homage to Nawwab Agim Jah Bahadur^ who directed him 
to write up a history of the Nawwab’s great ancestor, Ghulam 
Husayn ‘Umdatul-Umara Bahadur Nawwab Walajah II, 
similar to the poet Abjadl’s famous AmvarnSma.^ Muhammad 
Karim set to work, and finished the writing of this book in 
1252 A.H. (1837 A.D.). 

This book is, in the language of the author, composed of 
four gulz&rs (parts) and each gulzar is divided into four 
guldastas (chapters). Thus there are in all sixteen guldastas. 
Each guldasta is adorned with a number of rangs (sections). 

The present volume includes the translation of the first 
three parts and a few chapters of the fourth part of SawanihSt- 
i-MumtSz, and carries the history of the Carnatic Nawwabs 
from the last years of the reign of Muhammad All Nawwab 
Walajah I to the death of his son, Ghulam Husayn Umdattfl- 
Umara Bahadur Walajah II. This period, comparatively short 
as it is, includes the history of one of the most interesting 
personages in the family of Anwar that ruled the Carnatic. 
This Part III in the series may not have such considerable 
historical importance as the Part II, but it is superior to 
the latter in details of social life of the period to which it 
relates. On the whole, it may be safely said that, allowing for 
the great crisis through which the country was passing, when 
European trading companies, especially the English East India 
Company, were beginning to dominate the land and lord over the 
native rulers, the period of TJmdatu’l-Umara Bahadur Nawwab 
Walajah II is not without its significance either social or his- 
torical. Before passing to the consideration of these details, a 


(1) Nawwab A^^irn Jah Bahadur was the brother of A*2am Jah Bahadur 
Nawwab W§lajah IV. He acted as Regent during the minority of Qhulam 
Muhammad Ghawth Shan Bahadur, his brother's son. 

(2) This book was written by Mir Ismi'il Shan Abjadi of Qiingleput 
in 1174 A.H. See Sources of the History, of the NawwObs of the Camatic» 
Part I, Preface, p. 8. 

vi 




INTRODUCTION 

brief sketch may be given of ‘Umdatu’I-Umara Bahadur 
Nawwab Walajah 11. 

Ghul3m Husayn ‘Umdatul-Umara Bahadur was the eldest 
son of Muhammad AH Nawwab Walajah I by his first wife 
Khadiia Nawwab Begam, born in Muharram 1161 A.li. (31st 
December 1747 A.D.). He was named Abdu’l-Wali by 
Nawwab Anwaru’d-Din IChan, his grandfather, who got for 
him the title Vmdaii^l-Umard from the imperial court of the 
Padshah at Delhi. 

He was forty-eight years of age when he became the ruler 
of the Carnatic. His political relationship with the English 
East India Company was never happy ; but he was enthusiastic 
in his love and affection for Tippu Sultan, the ruler of Mysore. 

‘Umdatu’I-Umara Bahadur was a scholar, and a poet. He 
must have been practising the art of poetry from his younger 
days. He has a diwan^ to his credit. Some of his verses are 
included in the appendices to this book. From what we have of 
his works, it will he fully apparent how intensely conventional 
and artificial the style of poetry was in his days. 

A close reading of the book gives us the impression that 
!Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur was an amiable, but a weak ruler, 
ill-fitted to grapple with the fearful peril whicli overshadowed 
the last years of his father and finally overwhelmed him. He 
was a good scholar, devoted to books, gentle and very consi- 
derate towards his relatives but, on tlie other hand, timid, un- 
decided and ignorant of state-craft. Of the many instances, his 
relationship with Nawwab Sultanu’n-nisa Begam, his sister, is 
such as to justify this view. Bu^hl Begam, known as Nawwab 
Sultanifn-nisa BegamS was the third daughter of Muhammad 
Ali Nawwab WalajSh I by I^adlja Nawwab Begam. 


(1) Anthology or collection of poems. 

(2) The first two daughters of Muhammad All Nawwab WalSjfih I died 

in their youth and Sultantfn-nisa became the senior to her other sisters. 

See Sources of the History, of the NawwObs of the Carnatic, Part II, p. 9. 

• • 
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Sul|anu’n>nisa was junior to Muhammad Anwar Sayfu’l-Mulk, 
the third brother of ‘Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur. She was 
married to a nephew of Muhammad All Nawwab Wala jah I, 
by name Abdu’l-HadI, with the title $am^Stmtd-Dawla, and had 
children. One of her sons was Ra’isu’l-Umara Bahadur. 

Sul£anu’n-nisa Begam enjoyed the confidence of her 
brother, ‘Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur Nawwab Walajah II. There 
is a great interest as to the part played by this sister of the 
Nawwab. It is unnecessary here to recount tlie various inci- 
dents which show that she was really the power behind the 
throne. It may be conjectured that the Nawwab could have 
promised his sister or at least made her believe that he would 
nominate her son, Ra’isu’l-Uniara Bahadur, as his successor to 
the throne of the Carnatic. Yet the matter is doubtful, and 
will, in all probability, never now be certainly cleared up. Con- 
vinced at last that she was deceived by her brother, Sultanu’n- 
nisa Begam grew very angry and her relationship with him in 
his last days became unpleasant. On his death, she even 
refused to allow his coffin to be carried through the KamSn- 
darwaza of Nusrat-mahall towards her palace. 

There is a good deal of doubt about his religious views. 
His leanings to Shlhism seem to be evident from the various 
accounts given in the book. Whether or no there was any truth 
in the rumour that Umdatu’l-Uraara Bahadur was converted to 
Shitism, he consistently observed the celebrations in the month 
of Muharram. Yet at the end of his life we have also his 
confessions to Mawlana Abdifl-All sa^ib, that he never deviated 
from Sunnism, the faith of his ancestors. If we exclude con- 
sideration of this point, ‘Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur was a strict 
Muslim observing punctiliously the prayers five times a day, 
and not careless of other religious observances. 

‘Umdattfl-Umara Bahadur had also his hobby. He was an 
ardent student of alchemy and used to work daily in his alchemy 
house from 10 o’clock in the morning till noon. Every day he 

prepared gold weighing about five hUn and distributed it among 

• •• 
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the poor and the needy at his gate through his attendant, 
Muhammad Ma'sum. 

Among the various details of the reign of ‘Umdatu’I-Umara 
Bahadur, we get a full account of the last years of Muhammad 
All Nawwab Walajah 1 till his death in 1795 A.D., and the 
elaborate ceremonies accompanying the burial of his coffin in 
Trichinopoly under the vault of Ha^rat Natthar Wall. 

To those who believe that Muhammad AH Nawwab 
Walajah I was a self-seeking ruler, always dependant upon the 
English for increasing his own power and position, the account 
of his last years given in this book will give altogether a 
different picture. It will be clear that his rule was inspired 
throughout by considerations of the other world rather than of 
this. 

The death of Muhammad All Nawwab Walajah I des- 
troyed the outward semblance of unity which had hitherto 
existed between the Carnatic Nawwabs and the English East 
India Company. From the very moment of his accession to the 
throne, ‘Umdattfl-Umara Bahadur's readiness to quarrel with 
the English was apparent, and it became much more cons- 
picuous as time went on. Lord Hobart, the Governor of 
Madras, was deeply offended by *Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur’s 
neglect to inform him of Muhammad All Nawwab Walajah’s 
death and more particularly of the celebration of his own 
coronation. Worse trouble, however, came when Lord Hobart 
proposed to ‘Umdatrfl-Umara Bahadur that certain taluks 
should be made over to the English in return for the qist money 
due to them. Nawwab sahib insisted that he would pay the 
qisl in cash in accordance with the agreement made with Lord 
Cornwallis in 1792 A.D., and he was naturally incensed at the 
unreasonable demand of Lord Hobart. Sir John Shore, the 
Governor-General, condemned the conduct of Lord Hobart “as 
repugnant to the treaty of 1792, by which the Nawwab’s rights 
were guaranteed, and as, in fact, involving a breach of faith”. 


B 
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Lord Hobart appealed to the Directors of the Company in 
justification of his conduct, and Sir John Shore wrote to 
Dundas, the President of the Board of Control on 12th 
January, 1796, that the conduct of Lord Hobart was "niost 
unjustifiable, violent, and indefensible on every principle" and 
also protested that Lord Hobart’s attitude “would suggest to 
the country powers that convenience was the measure of our 
good faith". Thus the Governor was foiled in his endeavour 
and Nawwab §ahib won his point. Lord Hobart received a 
letter from Sir John Shore, the Governor-General, instructing 
him to accept the payment of qist in cash in accordance with the 
practice observed during the reign of Muhammad All Nawwab 
Walajah I. The Governor was further directed to meet the 
Nawwab and offer congratulations on his accession to the 
throne. 

There was also another chief reason for the growing dis- 
satisfaction of the Governor with Nawwab §ahib. One Mr. 
Barrett, of Portuguese extraction, who was thoroughly proficient 
in writing and reading English, became the diwan of the 
Nawwab. Messrs. Webb and Closed give a most unfavourable 
account of the man. He was, according to them, “of the worst 
type of native Portuguese; equally destitute of education, 
manners, and knowledge". But from this book, Mr. Barrett 
appears to be a wise, prudent and clever man. He won the 
esteem of the Nawwab in the following manner. On one occa- 
sion the date prescribed for the payment of the qist by the 
Nawwab to the Company drew near and the Nawwab had no 
money. Mr. Barrett, who met the Nawwab in those anxious 
days, undertook to arrange for the payment of the qisl a day 
before the appointed date. After taking leave of the Nawwab, 

(1) After the death of flhulam Husayn 'Umdattfl-UmarS BahSdar 
Nawwab W^lajih II, Messrs. Webb and Close were appointed by the English 
Company as commissioners to interview the NawwSb’s heir and ascertain the 
conditions under which his accession would be allowed. 
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Mr. Barrett arranged with an English banker for the payment of 
the qisl to the English Company, got the treasury receipt for the 
amount paid, and brought it to the Nawwab. As soon as the 
Nawwab saw the receipt, he was very much delighted and from 
that day Mr. Barrett became his dnvSn. The Nawwab honoured 
him with the titles Colonel and Bahadur. Rai Reddi Rao and 
Rai Anand Rao became the peshkdrs under Mr. Barrett. 
The position occupied by Mr. Barrett, and the profound 
influence tliat he began to exercise over the administration 
must have made Mr. Barrett unpopular with the officers of the 
English East India Company, and this might have developed 
into one of the chief causes of friction between Nawwab §ahib 
and the Madras Council. 

That the English Company, later on, might have overcome 
its prejudices against Mr. Barrett, is clear from the fact that 
Mr. Barrett was responsible for the entry of the English army 
into the B&gh, the Nawwab’s residence, when TJmdatu’l’Umara 
Bahadur was on his death-bed. 

The arrival of General Harris^ and liGr S.lam Bahadur^ at 
Madras after the subjugation of the Fort of Seringapatan and 
the death of Tippu Sultan, and their interview with Nawwab 
$ahib are worthy of note. The information of General Harris, 
the victorious English general, about the fall of Seringapatan, 
inflamed the Nawwab with anger against the English, and 
stirred up his sympathy for Tippu Sultan, his late powerful 
contemporary, but, timid as he was, he composed himself before 
the English General to show ostensibly his joy at the victory of 
the English- In the account of the interview of Mir S.lam, 
Umdatn’l-Umara Bahadur displayed his vanity, the usual 
characteristic of the Indian rulers of his day. He says that the 
paba of the Carnatic is ‘a powerful state, for we are distin- 
gui^ed from others by the tnansab i.e., wisdrat~i-^ilbaddr of 

(1) See F. note 1, p. 133 in this book. 

(2) See F, note 2, p. 135 in this book. 
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the sitba of the Carnatic/ and that he will not be satisfied 
merely with the civilities and etiquette prevalent in the Asaf- 
jdhi darbOr. 

The machinations of Sultanu’n-nisa Begam to prevent the 
recognition of Tajul-Umara Bahadur as heir-apparent, Ja'far 
All’s attempt to kill Nawwab sahib, and the Company's interest 
in the succession afford interesting reading. TJmdatTfMJmara 
Bahadur sets forth the position beautifully thus : "I intend my 
son for the throne; Sayfu’l-Mulk^ intends that the throne is for 
him ; my senior sister has in mind that her son is meant for the 
throne after me ; and the frangs are waiting for their oppor- 
tunity. But it shall be as the supreme Ruler wills” 

The serious illness of the Nawwab, the increase of the 
English influence and their interest in the question of succession, 
the Nawwab’s wanyyat-mma written in his own hand in the 
name of Taju’l-Umara Bahadur, his son, the consequent dis- 
pleasure of Suljanu’n-nisa Begam, and the misunderstanding 
between herself and her brother, — these details make the last 
pages of the book specially interesting. 

The present volume is valuable again in that it contains 
accounts of a number of marriage celebrations which show how 
matches were made, the character of the celebrations essential 
to different members of the royal family, and the amounts spent 
on such festivities. The book also abounds in details in regard 
to the ceremonies at the time of the betrothal, wedding, gifts to 
the bride, procession of the bridegroom and home-coming of 
the bride. 

The numerous trips, picnics, and visits to shrines and 
tombs described in several pages of the book show the nature 
of the life led by aristocrats of the day. They also indicate 
that the Nawwab had personal relationship with every member 

(1) Mutiammad Anwar SayWl-Mulk the third son of Muhammad 
Ali Nawwab WalajSh I, See Sources of the History of the NawwSibs of the 
Carnaticy Part II, p. 8. 

• • 

XU 



INTRODUCTION 

of the family and that he was the favourite of the people at 
large. 

It niay be said in conclusion that the period of ‘Umdatifl- 
Umara Bahadur marks, on the whole, the transformation not 
only of political power from one hand to another, but also of 
transmigration of ideas in our land. Politically, it is true, the 
Carnatic ceased to enjoy a separate national existence being 
merged in the growing British power, but in the intellectual 
domain also it began to lose its Muslim identity and declare 
itself in favour of alien culture and ideas. 

Saw&niMt-^-Mumt&z, the original Persian manuscript 
from which the English translation is made, is written in a 
style, not very good, at times very colloquial, and even careless 
and is marked by many forms of expression peculiar only to 
the author. The translator has attempted to give the correct 
forms in the glossary at the end of the volume. 

The editor is highly indebted to the ready and generous 
help of Rao Sahib C. S. Srinivasachariar, m.a., Professor of 
History, Annamalai University S. India, for the valuable 
historical notes. 


University Buildings' 
Triplicane, Madras. . 

1st December, 1940. 


S. MUHAMMAD HUSAYN NAINAR. 
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Vowels. 

The short vowels arc expressed thus : 

a for fatfM 

i for kasra 

u for eamma 

The long vowels are expressed thus : 

a for long /a/^a 

i for long kasra 

a for long ^amttia 

ay to express fatf^ before y 
aw to express fat^ before w 




ERRATA. 


P. 12, line 1, for ailin read ailing. 

P. 14, f.n. 1, line 2, for Plr*dastaglr read Pir-dastgir. 

P. 15, section 1, line 9, for disciple read disciples. 

P. 25, line 3, and wherever it occurs, for Chdtl read Chotl. 

P. 25, section 7, line 8, for Bahag read Bihag. 

P. 25, section 7, line 9, for Bharavi read BhairavT. 

P. 35, para 2, line 13, for ‘ijr read ‘ijr. 

P. 47, line 6, for three read thirty. 

P. 48, section 5, line 7, for haflzs read hahzs. 

P. 50, f. n. 1, for is read are. 

P. 52, para 3, line 3, read to after go. 

P. 55, foot-note, line 3, for unseasonably read unreasonably. 

P. 62, line 2, for chaw gharas rewi chawkaras. 

P. 62, line 3, for these read the. 

P. 67, line 15, for may read might. 

P. 70, line 15, for Idiitabat read khitabat. 

P. 70, para 2, line 4, for Sahibu’d-Dawla read Sahibu’d- 
Dawla. 

P. 74, section 1, lines 17 and 19, for Gharival read Ghariyal. 

P. 76, para 2, line 3, for can read could. 

P. 110, para 2, line 11, for bears read bear. 

P. 138, para 2, line 6, and p. 153, para 3, line 8, for Gariyal 
read Ghariyal. 

P. 138, last para, line 6, for Guzarati qamar-band read Guzaratl 
kamar-band. 

P. 143, section 4, line 3, for Subhani read Subhani. 

P. 144v para 2, line 3, for Sahn read §ahn. 






SOURCES OF THE HISTORY OF 
THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC 


PART m 

SAWANlJiAT-I-MUMTAZ 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. 

Plentiful praise and profuse thanks are due to the Lord, 
the Glorious, and the Powerful Who invested every comer of ■ 
the world in beautiful robes of variegated colours. Who in His 
perfect wisdom illuminated the earth and the heavens with two 
lamps namely the sun and the moon. Who settled His creations 
—genii, mankind, animals, plants and minerals — in the world 
to worship Him and celebrate His praise, and Who lighted up 
the lantern of the body of man in particular with the light of 
wisdom. 

O Lordl Thou alone art Potent and Majestic; 

O Lordl Thou alcme art the Eternal Judge; 

Thou alone art the Creator of the heavens; 

Thou ahme art the Creator of the earth; 

Thou alone art die Creator of the prophets; 

Thou alone art the splendour of the universd; 

Thou alone iOuniinated the inheres; 

Aad lit the land and sea,” 
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In praise of the chief of the apostles, the last of the 
prophets, viz., Mu^mmad the chosen. (May Allah’s 
peace and blessings be on him, his family and his 
follower s.) 

A thousand salutations are due to the chief of the apostles 
Ahmad the select, Muhammad the chosen, to his family which 
is pure, and to his followers who are great, for, says the Lord 
of the Universe : " But for you I would not have created the 
various spheres.” 

The creation of time and space is due to him ; 

The existence of the world is due to him ; 

Muhammad is the king of the heaven and the earth ; 
Muhammad is the rose in the garden of Faith; 
Muhammad is the chief of the apostles ; 

Muhammad is the king of kings in both the worlds ; 
Muhammad is the sard&r of the prophets 
znde-licet : 

The throne of God rested under his foot. 
Miraculous power had he, that king of the land and 
the sea. 

He beckoned to the moon and it split into two;t 
Muhammad is the rose and All* the essence of the 
rose; 


(1) This refers to the splitting of the moon, which is a matter of 
controversy. The 54th sOra entitled ai-qamar (the moon) begins thus : 

“ The hour drew nigh and the moon did rend asunder. If they see a 
sign, they turn aside and say : A powerful magic.” 

Mawlain Muhammad All has attempted to explain the significance p£ 
this occurrence. 

See IdawlSnfi Muhammad All, Traiuhtion of thg holy, QurOn without 
Arabic text. 1928. p. 528 and 529 n. 1. 

(2) All was the son of Abfi Tfilib aud a cousin german, to the Prophet 
Hnbammad. He married F&j^ma, the daughter of Muhammad and had by 
her three sons Hasan, Husayn, and Mubsin, the last pf whgv died in 

z 
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Between these two was Fatima the fragrance of the 
rose; 

Hasan and Husayn came out like otto which per- 
fumed space and time. 

A- thousand benedictions, peace, and greetings be on 
his followers ni|^t and day. 

The author’s supplication for assistance, from the Exalted 

Creator 

O Lord ! In the names of the noble Prophet, his respecta- 
ble family, and his revered followers, grant long life to the 
patron of this book, keep him safe and sound for ever; his name 
is Azim happily coupled with Jah; he is the refuge of the dis- 
tressed. 

O Merciful Lord ! I proclaim the name of the author of 
this book; his original name is Muhammad Karim; fulfil his 
needs quickly. This is my desire night and day. 

O Lord ! In the name of Muhammad the chosen, pardon 
all our sins. 


Reason for compiling this chronicle 
This humble servant was bom in the year 1194 A.H. 
[1780 A.D.] and the chronogrammatic name is Ghulam Al-i- 
Muhammad. His noble parents blessed him with the name of 
Muhammad Karim Khavrtfd-Dln Hasan Ghulam Zamin. His 
father’s name was Iftikhartfd-Dawla Hafig Muhammad Na§ir 
Khan Bahadur §am§am Jang (peace be on him) son of Muham- 
mad Khavrtfd-Din Khan Bahadur the elder (peace be on him), 
sonof Abdifl-Hakim Khan Shahid, son of Shavkh Muhammad 
KhavrullSh. son of Shavkh Abdu’l Wall, the eldest son of 
Shavkh Muhammad Munawwar, a resident of Gopamaw. 

infancy. All was the fourth khalifa and reigned from 35-40 A.H. [655-661 
A.D.] A section of the Muslims held that All was entitled to the khiUlfat 
bn the death of Mnbammad. This gave rise to the r&iti schism, 

3 




HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC III 

This humble servant b also the grandson of his highness 
Aminfl-Hind Walajah Nawwab Muhammad All Khan Bahadur, 
(nestled in paradise) being the second son of Nawwab Umda* 
tu’n’nisa Begam o/tor Fatah Begam §aMba well known as 
§ahib-Zadi-i*I^urd, youngest daughter of Nawwab Walajah 
Muhammad Ali Khan Bahadur the beloved son of Nawwab 
Shahid Muhammad Anwarti’d-Din Khan Bahadur (peace be 
on him), son of Haji Muhammad Anwar, the youngest son of 
^aykh Muhammad Munawwar. 

This humble servant was honoured in the year 1207 A.H. 
[1792-3 A.D.] by the exalted Amiru’l-Hind Walajah Nawwab 
Muhammad Ali Khan BahMur (nestled in paradise) with the 
title of Muhammad Kanm Khan Bahadur, and was favoured 
with a purple dushSla. During the reign of my senior uncle, the 
exalted Amini’l Hind Walajah Nawwab ‘Umdatu’l-Umara Baha- 
dur (peace be on him), I was honoured in the year 1210 A.H. 
[1795-6 A.D.] with the title of §ahibu’d-Dawla Jaladat Jang 
and was presented with nim-Ostin, and a green rumOl-i-shjSl 
from among his own robes, and permitted to wear also the 
bandi; during the reign of the exalted Aminfl-Hind Walajah 
Nawwab Azimu’d-Dawla Bahadur (peace be on him), my cousin 
brother, the beloved son of my uncle, 1 was honoured m the 
year 1231 A.H. [1815-16 A.D.] with the title of Khurshidrfl- 
Mulk i^ahibu’d-Dawla Jal^at Jang Bahadur, presented with 
nawbat and ghafiyOl; during the reign of tlie exalted Amirifl- 
Hind Walajah ‘Umdatrfl-Umara Nawwab A'gam Jah Bahadur 
(peace be on him), and after the demise of my father in the 
month of JumSdiifl-Awwal in the year 1236 A.H. [Feb.-Mar., 
1821 A.D.] I was honoured with the title of Khurshidtfl-Mulk 
Iftit^artfd-Dawla Muhammad Na$ir Khan Bahadur §am;am 
Jang, and was permitted to play nawbat and ghafiyOl. During 
the present rule of the exalted Nawwab A^un Jah Sirajifl- 
Umara Mu^mmad Ali Khan Bahadur (may his favours and 
bounties last for ever by the grace of Allah) there is, owtqg 
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REASON FOR COMPILING THIS CHRONICLE 

to the boundless graces kindness and favours of the Nawwab, 
great hope of attaining further distinction in view of my rank, 
dignity, and the happy completion of this book SawSnih&Ui- 
Mutniis. 

On Thursday the first of the auspicious month of Rajab, in 
the year 1249 A.H. [Noy.-Dec., 1833 A.D.] this humble servant, 
a resident of the town of Madras, had been to the exalted 
Nawwab Azim Jah Sirajifl-Umara Bahadur (may his bounties 
last for ever) to pay his respects at 9 o’clock in the morning. 
The benevolent Nawwab, who was perusing the chronicle 
dealing with the administration of Nawwab Walajah Muham- 
mad All Khan Bahadur (nestled in paradise), was gracious 
enough to address this humble servant as follows : 

“ All the events relating to the reign of your grandfather 
namely Nawwab $ahib (nestled in paradise), are published 
througli the official gazettes, and in the history of Tiizdk-i- 
WalajShi, which was compiled by the order of Janab Husamu’l- 
Mulk Bahadur^, your uncle. Other details relating to the reign 
of that Nawwab, which Mir Ismail Khan AbjadI had written in 
his AuwarnOtna are also well known. But as for the events 
pertaining to the reign of Nawwab Umdattfl-Umara Bahadur 
Walajah II, your senior uncle, nothing is known, for the 
events in that reign were not chronicled ; nor did any one write 
the history of that period. So if a book containing the events 
in that reign, and the happenings of that period is compiled, it 
will give me immense pleasure. By the grace of God, there is 
none at present in the Walajahi family like you who has seen 
those days and who is honourable. You are also an expert in the 

(1) He was the fourth son of Nawwab Muf^ammad Ali Walajah 
Bahadur by his first wife Ehadija known as Nawwfib Begam. 

It was Nawwab Mubammad Ali Walajah who gave the order that 
Tuzak-i- Walajahi should be compiled^ and not Qusamu’l-Mulk Bahadur. 

See S.MJI. Nainar, Sources of the History of the Nawwdhs of the 
CamatiCt Part /» pp. 22-26 and Part II, pp. 7-9. 
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knowledge of most of the facts of the period of your senior 
uncle, Janab Nawwab Umdatifl-Umara Bahadur (peace be on 
him). You have thus a very good knowledge of the subject, 
and it behoves you to chronicle those details which you had 
witnessed and heard in that period." 

I, an ignorant man, accepted the command of the Nawwab 
with great respect, and submitted, “All the affairs relating to 
the reign of my senior uncle and most of the events that 
happened during that glorious administration, had been entered 
in the registers in chronological order, by the muiasaddU in the 
office of the sarkar. But the facts which have come to the 
knowledge of this ignorant man through investigation, will be 
reduced to writing, even though this suppliant is not acquainted 
with the art of writing history, and never had an opportunity 
to do such work. Yet, by the grace of the Generous Lord, 
the support of the Prophet of the Merciful (peace be on him) 
and the favour, benevolence and kindness of the Nawwab, I 
have strong hope knowing the wisdom contained in the verse, 
'Attempt the task with a stout heart, the thorns yield themselves 
to become a nosegay.' The Great Gardener will water 
this young garden of hope, which may eventually bring forth 
beautiful flowers. But there is the saying, 'Man is a compound 
of mistakes and forgetfulness.' If any omission or mistake in 
these useless pages strike the fortunate eye of the Nawwab or 
of the intelligent the kindness of the exalted Nawwab is 
relied on to overlook them in his liberality and forgiveness, 
for 'To err is human, to forgive divine.' Thus there is the 
hope that he would forgive and honour me." 

The Nawwab was gracious enough to address me further 
thus: “From every point of view you have an expert know- 
ledge of these events. On this assumption 1 entrust this work 
to you; I also appoint as your assistants Muhabbat All KhSn. 
son of Ragman All Khan the elder (peace be on him) who is 
an intelligent person and an old servant of the sarkSr, and Mir 
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Khurshid .]Hasan Musawi the grandson of Mir Ghulam 
Husa 3 ni Khan (peace be on him) and the grandson of 
Mir Ismail Khan the son of Mir Asadullah Khan Bahadur 
the elder (peace be on him) who is your companion, an elegant 
writer as well and a gockl hand in recounting facts of history. 
With the help of these two men, you can get the work done in 
a proper manner and pre’sent it to us so that it may be the cause 
of our satisfaction and of your reputation as well as a monu- 
ment for ages to come.** 

Therefore, I, an ignorant man, was afraid that disobedience 
to the command of the benevolent Janab Nawwab §rihib, meant 
disrespect, for it was a 'command too high to be disobeyed.* 
Hence I readily accepted it. 

By the grace of Allah, exalted be He, this work was begun 
on the 11th of Rajab in the year 1249 A.H. [24th Nov., 1833 
A.D.]. The following details are related in it : 

1. The initiation of Nawwab TJmdatu’l-Umara Bahadur 
in spiritual discipleship by Nawwab Muhammad Ali Walajah 
Bahadur. 

2. The facts relating to the youth of Nawwab TJmdatul- 
Umara Bahadur beginning from the 17th of Rabi'u*^-thanl in 
the year 1209 A.H. [11th Nov., 1794 A.D.] and ending with 
the demise of Nawwab Muhammad All Walajah Bahadur. 

3. The coronation of the exalted Nawwab Umdatn’l- 
Umara Bahadur on the 2nd of Rabi*u*th-thani in the year 1210 
A.H. [16th Oct., 1795 A.D.] and other events till the demise 
of the Nawwab on the 3rd of Rabi'u’l*awwal in the year 1216 
A.H. [15th July, 1801 A.D.]. 

4. The adornment of the throne of the kingdom of the 
Carnatic by the exalted Nawwab A{^u*d-Dawla Bahadur on the 
19th of Rabi'ifl-awwal in the year 1216 A.H. [31st July, 1801 
A.D.] and his demise on the 10th of Shawwal in the year 1234 
A.H. [2nd Aug., 1819]. 
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5. The coronation of the exalted Nawwab . A'zam Jah 
Bahadur on the 17th of Rabi'u’th-thanI in the year 1235 A.H. 
[3rd Feb., 1820] and his demise on the 1st of Rabi'u’^-thani 
in the year 1241 A.H. [12th Nov., 1825 A.D.]. 

6. Descent of the right of succession to Nawwab Ghulam 
Muhammad Ghawth Khan Bahadur, and his ascension to the 
Walajahi throne on the 12th of Jumadiul^awwal in the year 
1241 A.H. [23rd Dec., 1825 A.D.] when he was only 15 months 
old. The oath of allegiance to him was taken on the 15tfa of 
that month [26th Dec., 1825]. The exalted Nawwab AgTm Jah 
Bahadur was appointed to administer kingdom during his 
minority. 

7. The arrival of the princes of the Timur family in the 
Carnatic and in Madras. 

8. The genealogy of the families of Anwar, Walaj^, 
Khayru’d-Din Khan, their children and relations, and 

9. An account of the author in the (including chapter. 

This book is composed of four gulsSrs (parts) and each 

guUsSr is divided into four guldastas (chapters). Thus there 
are in all sixteen guldastas. Each guldasta is adorned with a 
number of rangs (sections). 

The book is named SawSnihdt-i-Mumtdz. 
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PART I. 

FOUR CHAPTERS 
1209-1210 A.H. [1794— 1;96 A.D.]. 

First Chapter. 

The initiation of Nawwab 'Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur in 
spiritual discipleship by Nawwab Muhammad All Walajah 
Bahadur. 

Second Chapter. 

The facts relating to the youth of Nawwab ‘Umdatu’l- 
Umara Bahadur, the invitation to Hakim Ahmadullah Khan 
from Haydarabad, the arrival of Ruknu’d-Dawla Ghulam 
Ashraf Khan Bahadur from gaydarabad, and the marriage of 
Ra’isu’l-Umara Bahadur. 

Third Chapter. 

The illness and demise of Nawwab Muhammad AH 
WMajah Bahadur. 

Fourth Chapter. 

The coronation of Nawwab Tlmdatifl-Umara Bahadur 
Walajah II, the correspondence between the English and the 
exalted Nawwab, an account of the glorious court, conferment 
of titles of Khan. Bahadur, Jang, Dawla and Mulk on Muham- 
mad AE Husayn Khan. Abdifl-Husayn Khan and others, 
renting of the taluks of Nellore, Wengol (Ongole) and Palnar 
to Muhammad Na;ir Khan Bahadur, exalting Ruknifd-Din 
Khan with the title enjoyed by his father, and with the office of 
fawjd&r of Muhammadpur, the celebration of the marriage of 
Abdtfl-gusayn lUian, the grant oijigirs to his own sisters and 
others. 
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history or the HAWWABS of the CARNATIC lit 
PART II. 

FOUR CHAPTERS 
1211-1212 A.H. [1756-1797 A.DJ. 

First Chapter. 

The building of Fatah-chawld, the grant of the title of 
Umara, mansdb and services to Amiru’l-Mullc Muhammad Ali 
Husayn Khan Bahadur and Siraju’l-Mulk Muhammad Abda’l- 
Husayn Khan Bahadur, and the management of the affairs of 
the government. 

Second Chapter. 

The receipt of a letter from the English king recognising 
the government of Nawwab Umdata’l-Umara Bahadur along 
with a portrait, a sword, and a medallion of the English prince, 
the grant of pandan in token of the appointment of Mr. Barrett 
to the post of diwdn and conferment on him of the title of 
Colonel, the celebration of the marriage of Majdu’d-Dawla 
Bahadur ; the demise of Say fu’l-Mulk Bahadur and the attack 
upon the Nawwab by Mir Ja'far Ali. 

Third Chapter. 

The rebellion of Qutbtfd-Din IGian Ba khsh i. the appoint- 
ment of Husamti’l-Mulk Bahadur as fiibadar of Muhammadpur, 
the grant of mansabs, situations, and other favours to useful 
men, the building of Mubarak-chawki, which later on became 
well-known as Roshan-chawki, and the birth of Ghulam Imam 
Mahdl Muhammadi Miyan. 

Fourth Chapter. 

The grant of situations to different men, the attack of 
gmail pox on the author, the second son of the younger 
sister of the exalted Nawwab sShib, the celebration of the 
marriages of Shahsawar Jang and Tajtfd-Din Kh5n;. the 
Nawwab’s banquet in the gardens of Bahram Jang and Shih 
Mahmud §ahib Sawl, and the Nawwab’s allegatiohs against 
Hashmat J ang and other details. 
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CONTENTS 
PART III. 

FOUR CHAPTERS 

1213- 1214 A.H. [1798-1799 A.D.J. 

First Chapter. 

The appointment of I ftikliarrfd-Dawla Bahadur as 
favojddr of the taluk of Nellore, the marriage of Amlrtfl-Mulk 
Muhammad All Husayn Khan Bahadur, and the receipt of a 
letter from the Padshah of Delhi. 

Second Chapter. 

The excursion to Mina-bazar in the garden of the Nawwab, 
the Nawwab’s banquet to his sisters in the diwan-Wana of 
Kalas-mahall, and Mubarak-chawkl, the receipt of a letter 
from Nawwab Asaf Jah Nizamu’d-Dawla Bahadur, and the 
marriage of Nasiru’d-Dawla Muhammad Ilabibullah Khan 
Bahadur. 

Third Chapter. 

The trip to the vineyard, and to the beach, and the despatch 
of the coffin of Nawwab Muhammad Ali Walajah Bahadur to 
Natthamagar. 

Fourth Chapter. 

The meeting of the Nawwab with General Harris, Mir 
&lam Bahadur and his son. 

PART IV. 

FOUR CHAPTERS 

1214- 1215 A.H. [1799-1800 A.D.I. 

First Chapter. 

The narration of certain events during the reign of 
Nawwab 'Umdatifl-Umara Bahadur Walajah II, the trip to the 
Pullmadwaram ' tank, and to Mahbub-bagh. belonging to 
Iftikhartfd-Dawla Bahadur, the trip to Frang^onda and its hill, 
the illness of the exalted Nawwab UmdatTfl-Umara Bahadur, 
and the arrival of Ha^rat Nawwab IIusamifl-Mulk Bahadur 
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from Nattharnagar for the purpose of visiting the ailing. 
Nawwab. 


Second Chapter. 

Serious illness of the Nawwab, the treatment by the 
English doctors, the Nawwab's will^ in the name of his 
own son Tajn’l-Umara Bahadur, misunderstanding between 
Nawwab Sultunu’n-nisa Begam and the exalted Nawwab, the 
entry of the English army into the Nawwab's garden, the 
demise of Nawwab 'Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur, the corres- 
pondence between the Governor of Madras and Taj if 1- 
Umara Bahadur, the coronation of Amirifl-Hind Walajah 
Nawwab Agimu’d-Dawla Bahadur, and the demise of Taju’l- 
Umara Bahadur. 


Third Chapter. 

The administration of Nawwab Amlrul-Hind Walajah 
Azimtfd-Dawla Bahadur, the return to obedience of the royal 
family to the exalted Nawwab, his kindness towards them, 
the demise of Nawwab s^hib, the ascension of Nawwab 
A'zam Jah Amim’l-Hind WMajah, his administration, his 
demise; the right of succession to the Walajahl throne devolv- 
ing upon Nawwab Ghulam Muhammad Ghawth Khan, the 
regency of the great Amir, son of an Amir, a councillor with 
great wisdom, namely, the exalted Ha^rat Nawwab Agim 
Jah Bahadur. 


Fourth Chapter. 

The arrival of the princes of Timur family to the kingdom 
of the Carnatic and Madras from the time of Nawwib Walaj&h 
till the reign of the Nawwab Ajim Jah Bahadur, the genea- 
logy of the families of Anwar, Walajah, and Khavrrfd-DIn 
Khan, and their children, and an account of the author in the 
concluding chapter. 
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PART I 


1209-1210 A’.H. [1794— 1796 A.D.]. 

First Chapter. 

The initiation of Nawwdb Vmdatvil-Umara Bahadur in 
spiritual discipleship by Nazowab Muhammad All 
Wdlajah Bah&dur and other details. 

It was the practice with the exalted Nawwab Muhammad 
All Walajah Bahadur to decorate every year for seven nights 
from the 11th to the 17th of the holy month of Rabi'u’lh-thani 
Kalas-mahall with far^ and green bandt, and light it with 
chandeliers, kanwal, and hanging branched candlesticks of 
several colours. The outer hall towards the hawz would be 
furnished with a highly decorated pavilion, and a throne of green 
colour with embroidery. Two green banners in the name of 
Ha^rat Mahbub Subhani (may greetings and salutations be on 
his forefathers) would be erected in front of the two pillars 
of the pavilion. The arrangements of these would be in the 
hands of Salar Jang Muhammad Najib Khan Bahadur. Qadir 
Nawaz Khan Bahadur would be appointed to collect all those 
who had the good fortune to become disciples; and Shah 
Qudratullah Sahib to lead the thanksgiving prayer performed 
in two genuflexions. Finishing the after-sunset-prayer in 
congregation, the Nawwab came to the Hbsdat khdna every 
night from the 11th to the 16th at about 8 o’clock, sat on the 
prayer carpet, invited to his generous presence through Qadir 
Nawu Khan Bahadur all those who sought happiness, gave 
them guidance and advice in accordance with the regulations of 
the Faith, and thus admitted them as his disciples. 
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On the 17th night of the month of RabPifth-thani in the 
year 1209 A.H. [11th November 1794 A.D.] he arranged to 
furnish the building with adornments of more than usual 
splendour. All the lanterns were lit with wax-candles. 
The shaykhs. the learned, and the pious were assembled 
together. As he was wont to don for years, he put on, 
after finishing the after-sunset-prayer, the green dress of 
shaykhs, wore the crown of the khildfat, and round his happy 
neck the rosary composed of one hundred big onyx stones, 
a holy relic of his religious guide, and held in his hand an 
ordinary olive rosary for the purpose of saying his salutations. 
He took in his company Shah Mahmud Sahib Sawi, and other 
shavkhs: he adorned the throne with his presence, and requested 
Mawlana Abdu’l-All Sahib to sit on his right. Then he called 
to his presence Shah Qudratullah Sahib and spoke happily as 
follows : 

"Formerly I honoured you with the khildfat of Qadiriyya.1 
By the grace of Allah, exalted be He, T desire at present to 
bestow glory on the light of my eye, the fortunate and the 
intelligent ‘Umdatn’l-Umara Bahadur, the crown prince, by 
granting him the khildfat of the illustrious Chishtiyya# family.” 
Nawwab 'Umdatti’I-Umara Bahadur, who was then present in 

(1) This is an ascetic order of /a<7frj instituted by Sayyid Abdifl-Qadir 
al-Ji1anfi 561 A.H. [1165 A.D.] surnamed Ptr dastagtr, whose shrine is in 
Baghdad. It is the most popular religious order amongst the sunnl Muslims 
in India and elsewhere in Asia. 

The Qadiriyya order practise both the silent and the audible form of 
service, reject music and singing, wear green turbans, and one of their 
garments must be ochre- coloured. The recital of the blessing of the Prophet 
{durUd) is a conspicuous part of their rites. 

(2) The Chishti trace their origin to Abu Isbaq, ninth in succession from 
AIT, son-in-law of the Prophet, settled at Chisht in £]|urasan. One of his 
disciples Shwaja Mu*intfd-Din settled at Ajmer (1142-1236 A.D.). His 
successor was Qutbud-Dln Bakhtyar Kaki, buried near the Qutb Minar in 
Old Delhi. The dargdh at Ajmer was constantly visited by the Emperor 
Akbar. 
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Ch. i-?|A?RAt-i-A‘LA Initiates in DisapLEsHiP 

the assembly, was honoured with the rank of the khilOfat of 
Chishtiyya, and initiated into the teachings of that sect. He 
also invited Hahz Muhammad Nasir IGian, Ghulam Asadullah 
Khan. Muhammad Karim Khan. Habibullah Khan. Abdu’l- 
gusayn Khan, his own five grandsons, and other persons who 
sought the honour of discipleship, gave them guidance and 
advice in accordance with the regulations of the Faith and 
thus exalted them by admitting them as his disciples. Then 
he honoured Shah Qudratullah Sahib by choosing him to lead 
the thanksgiving prayer offered in two genuflexions. 

Section 1. 

Nawwab A^imifd-Dawla Bahadur, Salar Jang Bahadur, 
Qadir Nawaz Khan Bahadur, and other persons, had already 
been favoured with the distinction of discipleship by the exalted 
Nawwab. Abdu’l Qadir ^an Bahadur, Ha^rat Hafiz Muham* 
mad Na$ir IQian Bahadur, Mubariz Jang Bahadur, Hashmat 
Jang Bahadur, §adiq Alt ^an Bahadur, and others who had 
attained already the happiness of discipleship from Ha^rat 
Rahmatullah §ahib, Shah Abu Said §ahib, ^ah Abu’l-Layth 
iSahib, and others became the disciple of the exalted Ha^rat 
Nawwab sahib, with a view to please him, and move alolfg 
with the times. 

After finishing the generous work of initiation, the exalted 
Nawwab sahib, continued to sit in the same happy maflis on 
the throne under that flag, shook hands with his disciples from 
the highest to the lowest, and then said the holy fatiha. Then 
he distributed to every one, high and low, through Salar Jang 
Bahadur, Muhammad Jawld Khan. Muhammad Bashir Kh .^n. 


Members of this order are partial to vocal music, for the Ekwaja, their 
ptr, in one of his religious reveries said that singing was the food and support 
of the soul. 

For other details about this sect, see Herklot's /slam in India, (1921) pp. 
288-9, 
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the offerings over which fdHha was said in memory of the holy 
Ha^rat Mahbub Subhanli (peace be on bim). 

After dissolving tbe assembly Nawwab sahib fixed daily 
allowances for his poor and needy disciples, caused orders to be 
written to the officers of his prosperous government directing 
them to pay such allowances from the income of different 
taluks, through Shah Qudratullah Sahib after informing 
Nawwab 'Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur. The Nawwab affixed his 
signature and seal to these orders. He also asked all his 
disciples to be present every Tuesday at about 8 o’clock in the 
morning to attain happiness by partaking of the sweet khichri 
offered to Ha^rat Mahbub Subhani. The superintendent of 
this holy tnajlis was HajI Hafiz Muhammad Ma^^ribi §ahib. 

Section 2. 

Every year on the 24th of the month of Shawwal. his 
happy birthday, the Nawwab weighed his dress used in the past 
year including white nim-Sstins and distributed them as sacred 
relics through Shah Qudratullah §ahib. 

Section 3. 

^ One day the exalted Nawwab Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur 
composed a few verses in Hindi, got them written in big letters 
on a gold-strewn paper, and presented it in great joy and 
happiness to the Nawwab, his exalted father, and spiritual 
guide, as an acknowledgment for the grant of the rank of the 
khil&fat-i-chishtivva. The exalted Nawwab perused it and 
smiled, and handed it over to Mubariz Jang Bahadur, Ali Dil 
Khan. Sadiq Ali Khan. Nuru’d-Din Muhammad Khan and 
Hashmat Jang. The verses are ; 

If you wish to see the features of All^ 

Go and look at the countenance of Walajab, 

(1) Abdtf l-Qidir at-JilSn! is referred to respectfully as Hufiat Mabbfib 
SubbSnl (Beloved of the Divine Lord). 
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It is trae; Shavkhii says 

That •Srifs see the semblance of baytHUSh in the 
hutkh&na. 

If you wish to verify this, look at yourself. 

The aspect of shiihinshdh is hidden in His subjects. 

If any one worships him, they say it is blasphemy. 
And the worshippers at the shrine are termed blasphe- 
mers. 

O Mumtius, stand up for truth, and behold the great 
beauty. 

The semblance of the Prophet of Allah is in All 
Murta^a.’* 

Other details in this connection are not known to this 
humble servant. He has put in writing whatever he has seen 
or remembered. The rest of it Allah knows better. 

Second Chapter. 

The details relating to the youth of NawwSb ‘UmdatHU 
Umard Bahddur; the summoning of Hakim Ahmadulldh 
Khan from Haydardbdd; the arrival of Ruknifd^ 
Dawla Bahddur from Haydardbdd, and the marriage 
of Abdtfl-Husayn Khdn Bahddur. 

During the reign of Hawwab Walajah Muhammad All 
Khan. Nawwab ‘Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur resided from his 
early days in Bagh-i-kuhna^ later on known as Muhammad- 
bagh. As it was not spacious enough, he engaged himself 
in the year 1209 A.H. [1794 A.D.] when his father was alive, 
to erect a wooden building according to his own plan, and 


(1) This may be identified with Amir Bagh built before 1796. It was 
the property of the Nawwab who frequently lent it to Lord Clive, Gover- 
nor of Madras, for public entertainments. At a late date the Court of 
^adr-i-ndelat was held there. It was afterwards used by the Agra Bank. 
Then it became the Elphinstone Hotel and now dt is the premises of thq 
Spencer’s Hotel, Mount IU>ad, Madras. 
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shifted his residence there. This building came to be known 
as Fatah-diawki. Adjacent to this he got ready another 
building covered with tiles for the pursuit of his studies in 
alchemy. 

There were always present in his company Gvesayyids from 
morning till evening and another set of sayyids from sunset 
till midnight who offered prayers and transmitted to him the 
efficacy of their prayer by the breath of their mouths. Besides 
these, there were servants who attended on him during the day 
and spent the night in the chawkl in Bagh-i-kuhna outside the 
compound of Fatah-chawki. 

Reliable attendants and managers like Mir Ismafl Khan 
Bahadur son of Mir AsadullMi ^an Bahadur, TaqI All Khan 
the house steward, Qu|bu’d-Din IQian the b akhsh l. Rahman All 
Khan Bahadur the dSrugha of the kachahri. All Nawaz Khan 
the hre-bigl, Muhammad Hasan ^an the mir-munshl, Asadu’d- 
Dln Khan the munsM, Muhammad Mu‘Inu’d-Din the copyist, 
Sayyid Nur All the news- writer in palaces, Lilia Bhaw^I 
Frashad, and Kishan Rao the clerk, besides other clerks, and 
darufjhas of different departments, were present in the darbSr 
of the exalted Nawwab attending to their duties from 
10 o’clock in the morning till evening. 

Mr. Barretti who was thoroughly proficient in writing and 
reading English was also an expert in handicrafts, and in 
repairing gharl and other articles of European make. He had 
great skill in his work, was very wise and sagacious, prudent 
and enthusiastic in the work entrusted to him. Captain Smiths 


(1) The author of this book writes his name as Bard and Bart. His 
correct name was Thomas Barrett. He was entrusted with the administra- 
tion of the revenues of the NawwSb. According to the report of Messrs. 
Webbe and Close, he was “of the lowest tribe of native Portugese, equally 
destitute of education, manners, and knowledge." 

(2) The author might have meant Brigadier General Joseph Smith who 
was for a long time adviser to NawwSb Muhammad All WSlijah on all 
matters including the army. 
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was distinguished for his services as the sarddr of the cavalry 
and armed forces. Mr. Johnsoni, the son of Mr. Smith, was 
appointed to organize and train the armed forces and the 
cavalry. 

Muhammad Darwesh and Mir Ja'far All presented them- 
selves before the Nawwab at 11 o’clock in the night at bedtime 
and narrated or read to him stories. 

Section 1. 

Daily routine of Nawwab ‘UmdatHl-Umara Bahadur. 

The Nawwab went to bed at about 12 o'clock in the night, 
and got up before 6 o’clock in the morning. He finished his 
ablutions with hot water that was got ready on a lamp near the 
place where wood of aloes was burnt in front of him, and said 
the early-morning-prayer. Then he sat facing the qihla, and said 
tasblh taught to him by his noble mother, namely, the late honour- 
ed and revered IHiadija Begam known as Ha^rat Nawwab 
Begam sahiba. He said tasblh counting regularly over his 
fingers till the rising of the sun. He engaged himself in the 
same manner after evening-prayer, usually till sunset, when he 
got up for the sunset-prayer. When he was engaged in saying 
tasblh, he never spoke to any one. He was very regular in this 
duty throughout his life. 

After the morning prayer was over and when the sun 
had risen, he sat till about 8 o’clock in the big hall of Fatah- 
chawkl, giving audience to visitors. Sometimes Abdu’l-Qadir 
Khan Bahadur, Hafig Muhammad Nasir Khan Bahadur, Abdu’l- 
Ma‘bud ]^an Jamshid Jang, Hafig Hasan Ali KhSn Rustam 
Jang, Hazrat Mawlana Abdifl-All ^ahib, Shah Mahmud §ahib 
Sawi, paid a visit to the exalted Nawwab. Qadir Nawaz 
Khan B^adur came secretly once a week during the night 
and discussed with the Nawwab confidential matters- pertaining 
to the wOlajahl darbar. 

(1) It cannot be ascertained whether Johnson was the son of Smith 
mentioned above. 
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At 8 o'clock in the morning Nawwab $ahib came out of 
the hall and sat at the dining table for about three-quarters of 
an hour. First, he granted a portion of his royal repast to those 
vrho used to say durUd, and then took his meal. On alternate 
days, he invited Muhammad All Husayn |Gi3n Bahadur i, the 
light of his eyes, his beloved son, and ate in his company. 
Sometimes he invited for breakfast Abdul-Karim Khan known 
as Khan Bahadur, his second son. On many occasions the 
Nawwab kept him in his company, and arranged for instruction 
through teachers learned in every branch of knowledge. Besides, 
he took great care to teach him the English language also. 

After breakfast the Nawwab sat alone for an hour till 
10 o’clock, smoking hookah and pondering over problems. 
From 10 o’clock till noon he worked in the alchemy house and 
prepared six bdni of gold which weighed five huns. He 
honoured Siddi Muhammad Firuz IHian, an old loyal and 
trustworthy servant of the sarkSr with the appointment of 
d&rugha of the alchemy house, and entrusted him with all the 
work attached to that office, and no one else had access to that 
place. But occasionally the Nawwab invited Abdifl-Karim Khan 
Bahadur, his son, and made him work in the alchemy house. 
The gold which was got ready the previous day was distributed 
the next day as nadhr to Allah among the poor and the needy 
at his gate through Muhammad Ma’$um, his attendant and an 
officer of the sark&r. 


Section 2. 

The pillow-money, amounting to five rupees per day and 
one hundred and fifty rupees per month, was in charge of 
Muhammad Ma'§um. The Nawwab sent that amount to 
Ha^rat Mawlana Abdifl-Ali ^ahib through Mawlawi Imam 

(1) After the death of his father, Nawwab 'Umdattfl-Umara BahSdur 
in 1801 at the age of 53, this prince could not accept the terms offered to him 
by Lord Clive. So NawwSb Aglmtfd'DawIa Bahadur was elevated to the 
throne of the Carnatic. 


20 



Ch. 2-DAlLY ROUTINE OF NAWWAB UMDATirL-UMARA 


Ba khsh for the purpose of distributing it among the students. 
Every day a rupee which was sent from the palace of Sultami’n- 
nisa Begam, was tied on the upper arm of the Nawwab to 
seek protection of the Imam Zamini (peace be on him) against 
disaster. Thirty rupees thus collected in a month together with 
the nadhr of five rupees to the crescent made a total of thirty- 
five rupees. This sum was sent as nadhr to Ha^rat Mir Mahdi 
§iahib, the calligraphist, through Sayyid Nur Ali. 

The Nawwab took rest in Fatah-chawki from 12 
o’clock to 1 P.M. After waking up, he went on some days to 
the house of Muhammad All Ilusayn ^an’s mother, Mubara- 
kifn-nisa Begam known as Ghasiti Begam, who lived near 
Fatah-chawki. After staying there for about three-quarters of 
an hour he returned to his own residence in Fatah-chawki, 
where he engaged himself till afternoon in playing shatranj 
with Mir Abu Tdlib Khan and others or sometimes in reading 
books on history, studyinj anthologies or trying to compose 
verses. 


Section 3. 

Every day at about 4 o'clock he went out sometimes in a 
ch&rat with a body-guard, fora drive in the big garden as far as 
the gate of the dSnil-amara of the big d9tfcin-khana9 of 


(1) IXSmin means ‘one who is responsible for another, or enters into bail 
for him.' 

Y ak ruPaya bdbat ^amSHal-i-ImUm ZSmin, means ‘a rupee worn as a pro- 
tective against disaster or death.’ 

It is a general custom when a person is about to travel, or when evil 
befalls him, to tie a copper coin and a metal ring in a bit of cloth dyed with 
turmeric in the name of the personal guardian, the saint Imam ^amin, and to 
wear this tied on the left upper arm. When the person reaches his destina- 
tion in safety or gets rid of trouble, he takes off the coin, and sometimes 
adding a few more coins to it, buys sweets, or makes cakes or stew and offers 
the fatifia in the name of the saint. 

(2) This is now occupied by the office of the Board of Revenue, Govern- 
ment of Madras. 
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Kalas-niahall; sometimes he drove in asuks&wan with two armed 
guards, two orderlies, two mace-bearers, a corporal and two 
attendants and got down near the mango tree at the gate of 
Kalas-mahall. He opened his knapsack and put on his full 
dress : a gown made in Europe, or a flower-painted gown with 
green borders made in Bengal, and a waist-band from Giizerat. 
He wore a silk rum&l to cover the scar of the wound on his 
right fore-finger which had been cut off by a gun shot. 

In 1204 A.H. [1790 A.D.] a year after the demise of Hazrat 
Nawwab Amiru’l-Umara Bahadur, the men in the army under 
Badrn’l-Islam I^an Bahadur and Muhammad Burhan the com- 
mandant, collected in large numbers and created disturbance at the 
big gate^ of the hagh of the Nawwab on account of the outstand- 
ing wages. They were armed with guns, muskets, and other im- 
plements of war taken from the iSishur-khena of the sark&r. 
When Nawwab ‘Umdatifl-Umara Bahadur received information 
of this fact, he presented himself in obedience to the command 
of Nawwab Walajah, at the big gate mentioned above for the 
purpose of advising the rebels. There were also present with 
him Abdul-Qadir Khan Bahadur, Hafi^ Muhammad Nasir Khan 
Bahadur, Mr. Smith the *uhda-dSr in the army of the prince, 
and other officers. Just then the sepoys were very clamorous 
and uproarious. Mr. Smith drew out his sword to threaten 
them. As soon as the sword was drawn out, one of the sepoys 
put his loaded gun on his shoulders and aimed at Mr. Smith. 
He moved aside, but Nawwab TJmdatu’l-Umara Bahadur 
beckoned to the sepoy with his right hand. Just then the sepoy, 
had touched the match of the g^n with his fore-finger. As 
fate would have it, the bullet carried away the right fore-finger 
of Nawwab TJmdatxfl-Umara Bahadur, passed through the 
back of the umbrella-bearer wounding him, and then through 

(1) This refers to the massive triple-arcfaed gateway at the end of the 
present Walajah Road which was the main entrance to the palace' grounds 
from the west. 
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the left side of the body of Hafiz Muhammad Nasir Khan 
Bahadur tearing his skin to the extent of one span. By the 
grace of God, the cords of life of these men were very strong; 
their wou ids were cured after along time by the treatment of 
English doctors, and Shaykh Adam the ha j jam. 

The Nawwab dressed himself up in the manner described 
above, went to Kalas-mahall and presented himself before the 
exalted Hazrat Amiru’l-Hind WalajahUmdatu’l-Mulk Siraju’d- 
Dawla Nawwab Muhammad Ali i^an Bahadur Zafar Jang. 
He paid his obeisance in accordance with the convention and 
then took his seat. He submitted his own petitions and the 
correspondence with the Governor in Council, for the prince was 
the vakil representing the Nawwab. There were also present in 
the darbdrat that time Mubariz Jang Bahadur, Salar Jang Baha- 
dur, Safdar Jang Bahadur, Hashmat Jang Bahadur, Sadiq Ali 
Khan Bahadur, Ali Dil Khan Bahadur, Qadir Nawaz Khan. 
Shah Qudratullah §ahib, |Mfiz Haji Maghribi §ahib, and two 
or three mutishis of the Nawwab. Every one of these submitted 
his affairs before the Nawwab, while the exalted Nawwab 
'Umdattfl-Umarii Bahadur was a mere spectator. 

Section 4. 

Hazrat Nawwab Shukdhrfl-Mulk Nasiru’d-Dawla Nusrat 
Jang Bahadur presented himself now and then before Nawwab 
Walajah about the time of after-noon-prayer. Occasionally 
he used to submit his own petitions to the Nawwab. Out of 
his brotherly love and kindness Nawwab Walajah offered 
qalydn to Nawwab Shukohu’l-Mulk Nasiru’d-Dawla Bahadur 
and he always used to smoke in the company of Nawwab 
Walajah. 

Section 5. 

The exalted Nawwab Azimu’d-Dawla Bahadurt always said 
the after-noon-prayer in the company of Nawwab Walajah. 

(1) He was the son of Amlrtfl-Uniara, the second son of NawwSb 
Mubamnad All WaiajSh, who predeceased his father. 
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Whenever Nawwab Aglmu’d-Dawla Bahadur caught sight of 
Nawwab ‘Umdatn’l-Umara Bahadur, Azlmi^d-Dawla Bahadur 
would overwhelm him with the kindness of a father. The 
paternal kindness and affection which Nawwab Muhammad All 
Walajah had for the exalted Aglmu’d-Dawla Bahadur 
was beyond description. On many an occasion when Nawwab 
TJmdatu’l-Umara Bahadur was present in the tnajlis, the 
Nawwab used to address Azimu’d-Dawla Bahadur in great 
joy and happiness thus: *‘By the grace of Allah, exalted 
be Pie, your forehead is exceedingly luminous and resplendent. 
This indicates that the Creator, Omnipotent Lord, would honour 
you with glorious and powerful rank by bestowing on you 
dominion and authority." Azimu’d-Dawla BahMur would pay 
his obeisance to the Nawwab for this happy remark^. But such 
expressions were highly unpalatable to Nawwab ‘Umdatifl- 
Umara Bahadur. Yet out of regard for his father’s feelings, 
he outwardly exhibited great kindness to A^mtfd-Dawla 
Bahadur; whenever he met him, Nawwab 'Umdatu’l-Umara 
Bahadur overwhelmed him outwardly with love. 

Section 6. 

Abdifl-Qadir Khan Bahadur, Hafiz Muhammad Na§ir 
Khan Bahadur and others presented themselves at the morning 
darbSr of Nawwab Walajah to pay their obeisance to him. 
Muhammad Na$ir Khan and other grandsons of the Nawwab 
usually presented themselves at the darbSr in the company 
of Nawwab TJmdatu’l-Umara Bahadur and ingratiated them- 
selves into favour. 

At about 5 o’clock in the evening Nawwab Walajah rose 
from the evening darbar to say his after-noon-prayer. The 
exalted Nawwab TJmdatu’l-Umara Bahadur took leave of his 
father and went to the palace of Sultanifn-nisa Begam known 

(1) This turned out to be a true prediction. After the death of NawwSb 
TTmdattfl-Umara Bahadur, the claims of his son Muhammad All ^usa 3 m 
Kha n Tairfl-Umara, Bahadur Were set aside by the British and Nawwib 
Asimifd-Oawla Bahadur was chosen as the ruler of the Carnatic in 1801. 
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as Buddi Begam sahiba, his senior sister, where he partook of 
the repast. On some days Hazrat Karimu’n-nisa Begam alias 
Chotl Begam, well-known as Hazrat Begam sahiba, the younger 
sister of Hazrat Nawwab Walaj^ Muhammad Ali Khan 
Bahadur, on some other days, Sayfu’l-Mulk Bahadur, Husamu’l- 
Mulk Bahadur, Nasiru’l-Mulk Baliadur, Malikifn-nisa Begam 
alias Darya Begam well-known as Manjhll sahib-zadi, 
and 'Umdatu’n-nisa Begam alias Fatab Begam well-known as 
Chotl sahib-zadi, all these assembled together at the mahall of 
Sul£anii’n-nisa Begam and had their dinner. Sometimes, once 
or twice in a week, Nawwab ‘Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur dined 
with his nephews. After dinner the exalted Nawwab 'Umdatu’l- 
Umara Bahadur stayed there till about 8 o'clock in the night 
talking and smoking qalyan. Then he got into a ch&rat or a 
suks&wan and drove to Bagh-i-kuhna also known as Muhammad- 
bagh. 

Section 7. 

Sometimes his happy temperament inclined to make special 
arrangements for the zenana by hanging lattice in the hall of 
the palace of Sultanu’n-nisa Begam, his senior sister; he invited a 
company of dancing-girls and musicians including La|ifa, Tand, 
§ajni known as Sona. He directed Aminu’d-DIn Khan son of 
Muha m mad Muninfd-Din Khan and Ram Singh Bayra^ thus : 
*‘Set to music the elegant and significant verses composed by me 
recently in the following tunesi yaman, khamaj, bahSg, lalit, 
babhds, bharavi, aHyO-bilSval, dhanasri, and asdvari, and make 
the dancing-girls sing them in sweet and pleasant voice. Thus 

(1) Mr. P. Sambamurti, Lecturer in Indian Music, says that the follow- 
ing raj)as of South Indian Music closely resemble the tunes m^n finned in the 
text: Yaman=Kalya9i : Khamaj=Khamas ; BahSgsHindustSni Behag; 
Lalit=LaIita (but F Sharp or the Prati Madhyama is not used) ; Babhas= 
BhfipSlam; Bharavi=Tddi ; Aliy§-biiaval=A derivative of the Dhira 
Sankarabharana me|a; Dhanasri=Abherii Asavari— AsavSri (both the D 
Natural and D Flat are used in this raga). 
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the Nawwab spent the time from about 8 o’clock in the night 
till midnight listening to music, and enjoying the nautch. On 
some days in order to oblige the ladies he asked six handsome 
and comely dancing>girls to put on suitable dresses for a khrai/i 
dance and enjoyed the tamasha. 

On the joyful occasion of the celebration of the birth of 
Hazrat Ali, the commander of the faithful, the leader of the 
pious, Waliu’llah and Wasin’r^Rasul,! held every year usually in 
the month of the revered Rajab, the Nawwab composed in 
praise of Hai^rat Ali, some verses in the Hindi language in the 
form of ghazal. He wrote the verses in pencil and gave them 
to Amintfd-Din Khan with the following command: “You 
should, with the help of Bayragi Ram Singh, set these 
verses to music in tunes favourite with me, and train quickly 
Sona, the dancing girl, so that she may sing forthwith.” In 
obedience to the command, the IQian trained her in about an 
hour and conducted her to the presence of the Nawwab. The 
exalted Nawwab was extremely pleased with her song. He sent 
for cash from the tnahall of his sister and gave a present of one 
hundred rupees to Amlnu’d-Dln Kh an, fifty rupees to Ram 
Singh, fifty rupees to Sona, and fifty rupees to other dancing- 
girls. 

Dargah Quli Khan, a witty person, and a companion of 
Nawwab §ahib, was, like Amintfd-Din ^an, of an entertaining 
nature. Both these amused Nawwab sahib by their drollery 
and pleasantry. The Nawwab presented Dargah QulI Khan 
also with thirty-five rupees. 

Verses composed in praise of the exalted MH, peace be on 
him. 

To-day the chastity of God revealed itself to the world, 
Fa$ima is the name given to it by Mu§£afa. 

(1) iVathtllOh (Friend of AllShX WasnSr-RasOl (Executor of the 
Prophet’s will). These are surnames of AIL 
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When the marriage rites according to law were per- 
formed. 

The Time Spread two masnads : 

One on the side of Allah, the other on the side of the 
Prophet. 

Thereupon the e,ssence of Ahmad became manifest. 
To-day a son is born in the house of god. 

Prophet took him as his son-in-law 
Through him eleven intdms were revealed. 

Divinity was perfected in that house. 

O God \ keep us in need of their power and charac- 
teristic qualities 

Through the mediation of the respectable Prophet. 
Mumtaz offers prayers and benedictions. 

After some days Muhammad Tzzu’d-Din Khan Mustaqim 
Jang Nami, son-in-law of Sultanu’n-nisa Begam sahiba and son 
of Hamid All Khan, wrote the following letter to Mir Isma'il 
Khan Bahadur with a view to bring it to the notice of Nawwab 
'Umdatu’l-Uniara Bahadur. 

“To 

The Khan sahib rejoicing in the possession of great 
benevolence and kindness. 

Salamun-^Iaykum : May it be known : 

I have heard that a certain poet, a stranger to this land, 
had been rude in criticizing the poem of Nawwab §ahib Mumtaz. 
He had put it in writing and sent it. He records his objection 
thus in a verse : 

“When the son is born in the house of Allah, 

The sense in ‘He begets not'i is marred.” 

I have nothing more to add but hope for your kindness.” 

(1) This is a quotation from the 11th sUra, al-lkhlos (the Unity). 

1. Say : He, God is One. 

2. . God is He on Whom all depend. 

3. He begets not, nor is He begotten. 

4, And none is like Him. 
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Mir Isma'il Khan Bahadur submitted this letter to the 
Nawwab at the time of his drive. On perusing this letter 
Nawwab $ahib was extremely displeased and flew into a 
passion. He took out a pencil from his pocket, put the letter on 
the suksdwan, and wrote on the back of that letter the follow- 
ing reply; 

“Thou hast not understood, O stupid ass I 
In truth the birth-place of Haydar is ka‘ba. 

When the son is born in the house of Allah, 

How the sense in ‘He begets not’ is marred?" 

He also added : 

“By Giod! Who has no peer! out of regard for my senior 
sister, I do not wish to punish you immediately; I leave the 
punishment to the Creator ; certainly it will come. 

The accursed and stupid poet is not in my presence; if he 
were in my presence now, 1 would have adorned him with an 
iron chain and appointed you to teach him poesy. I would have 
dignified you also with that ornament and sent both of you to 
the fort of Chandragiri so that the art may be learnt perfectly, 
for Chandragiri is a fit place for such accursed and mischievous 
men, and the teacher and the student must remain together in 
one place till the attainment of knowledge. 

Well : In future if such foolish, absurd, and mischievous 
questions are brought to my notice, by the strength of Allah !, 
the tongue and the hand of the culprit will be cut off and he 
will be kept in perpetual confinement. 

God is with us and with you I 
’ Ghulam Husayn." 

Then he directed Mir Ismail Khan thus: “Send this 
letter immediately to that accursed man. In future you should 
not bring to our notice such absurd letters from wicked men. 
This does not become your position and rank.” 

After giving expression to his indignation, the Nawwab 
drove in his suksSwan, and went as usual to the mahall of his 
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senior sister for dinner. There he summoned to his presence 
Shah Begam, the wife of Tzztfd-Din Khan, gave vent to his 
disgust and said : ‘Tn^ture if such improper behaviour is shown 
by your husband, by C^d ! all considerations will vanish, and I 
shall immediately cause him to suffer for his offence in the 
darhir-i-'Sm" He also told his senior sister in great anger and 
disgust all the details, the disobedience, wickedness and foolish- 
ness of the IGian. He issued orders prohibiting the Khan 
from entering the gate of Fata^cluwkl, and visiting him. 
Sultanu’n-nisa Begam also was displeased at the behaviour of 
her son-in-law and forbade him from entering her house, and 
from associating with her son Abdtfl-Husayn Khan Bahadur. 

‘Izzu’d-Din B^an was very much aroused to a sense of 
danger when he read the Nawwab's letter sent through MJr 
Ismael Khan Bahadur, and heard about the rebuke of Nawwab 
§ahib and the exalted Begam sahiba. He was terror-stricken, 
and was subject to a severe strain of sorrow and anguish night 
and day. He conveyed a message to Abdu’l-Husayn Khan 
Bahadur through Ghulam Asadullah ^an Bahadur seeking 
pardon from the Nawwab for his own error. Five or six 
months later, on the occasion of the celebration of the happy 
birth-day of the Nawwab, Abdtfl-Husayn Khan Bahadur after 
great endeavour secured pardon for the mistake of *Izztfd-Dln 
IGian and also permission for him to pay his obeisance to the 
Nawwab. The benevolent Nawwab did all these out of regard 
for the affection he bore towards Abdtf 1-IIusavn Khan Bahadur. 
Then the Nawwab spoke personally to his senior sister and 
secured permission for ‘Izztfd-DIn Khan to have social com- 
munication with the women’s apartments and also to visit the 
dlwdn-^ina of Abdtfl-Husayn Khan Bahadur. 

Section 8. 

The Nawwab slept in the maJjMl of his senior sister when 
it was too late to go to his own palace after the nautch party 
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and such other entertainments held in the house of his sister. 
He slept in the green-chair room of the bSra-dan, contiguous 
to the tna^ll of his sister. On other he left his sister’s 
house as usual after 8 o’clock in the' night in a chSrat or 
suksSwan to Bagh-i-kuhna also known as Muhammad-bagh. 
Whenever he or his senior sister or hpr son felt indisposed or 
took a laxative, he stayed in his sister’s palace night and 
day. 

During the sickness of his second sister or his younger 
sister, or sons of his sisters, and also whenever they took laxa- 
tive, the Nawwab slept at night in the room of the bSra-dari 
contiguous to the mahall of his senior sister. Early morning 
his senior sister paid him a visit along with other sisters. They 
all had their breakfast and dinner with the Nawwab. After the 
evening dinner, Nawwab TJmdatu’l-Umara Bahadur paid a visit 
as usual to Nawwab Walajah, his noble father. He returned 
after an hour or two to the mahall of his senior sister. At 
8 o’clock in the night when the g^n shot was heard, he started 
for the high, his own residence. 

Section 9. 

Sometimes Qadir Nawaz JGian Bahadur visited the Nawwab 
in the b&gh after 10 o’clock in the night and submitted to him 
in secrecy important matters and other affairs pertaining to the 
wSldjdhi darb&r. The exalted Nawwab also amused himself 
from 10 o’clock till 12 o’clock in the night, by listening to the 
music of Ram Singh Bayragi, an old musician who played 
yakt&ra, and by BhawanI Das Bayragi a new musician 
who used to play the sdrangl, and had great skill in his art. 
The accomplished Amlnu’d-Din Khan also sang the new songs 
composed by the Nawwab. Now and then the sagacious Qadir 
Nawius Khan was permitted to stay in that company, for the 
Nawwab regarded him kindly and through him he learnt many 
details pertaining to the wOldj&hi darbdr. The Nawwab had 
so much regard for him that he purchased a beautiful bdgh 
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with a building, contiguous to the hagh of Mr. Wexi and 
opposite to Bagh-i-kuhna his own residence, and made a 
present of it to Qadrr^awaz Khan Bahadur. The ^an was 
often there in that ha^ and during night presented himself 
before Nawwab TJnfetu’l-Umara Bahadur. The Nawwab 
gave permission to his Companions to depart, and himself 
retired to his sleeping apartments. There he invited Ghulam 
Murtaza, and Muhammad Ibrahim the commandant, and listened 
to their reports on every place, mahaU, and other things and gave 
them further instructions. Then he took hold of the keys of 
every place, left them on the table opposite to him, and enjoined 
strictly all the chawkiddrs who were present thus : “Whenever 
any commandant comes to me you must wake me up." 

Then he gave the following order to the commandant : 

“If any messenger from the exalted Nawwab Walajah, or 
from my elder sister, or the second sister, or the younger sister 
seeks for me late in the night, you must immediately get the 
keys from Muhammad Ma'sum and bring him to me, and at the 
same time wake me up." 

Generally there used to be in his sleeping room women 
who came through Muhammad Ibrahim the jama'dar. This 
jama‘dar brought them secretly in carriages and sent them after 
an hour or two. During the time of rest Nawwab sahib 
always invited Mir Muhammad Darwe sh. and Muhammad 
Ja'far the romancer and story-teller, and listened to their latest 
tales and stories. Sometimes he seated them near his bed- 
chamber, and made them narrate stories. Besides his own body- 
guard he kept some foot-soldiers in the chawki near the gate of 
Fatah-chawki in Bagh-i-kuhna. They were very alert in 
their duties. Nawwab $ahib always had news of their 
presence or absence. The chawkiddrs in obedience to the orders 

(1) This may probably refer to the house of Mr. James West situated 
in the triangle between Triplicane, Whites Road, and Mount Road. It was 
built as early as 1761 A.D. 
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of the Naww^b were armed and ready for action. If Naww&b 
$^ib got information of anyone remaining unarmed in the 
chawH, he rebuked him severely. f"' 

On some days if the Nawwab vrs^ engaged in reading 
or writing something important, be )»ed to keep awake an 
hour more than usual He was al^'ays alone when he was 
busy reading or writing. 

Section 10. 

The exalted Dularl Begam §ahiba the eldest daughter 
of Ha^rat Nawwab Shukohtfl-Mulk Na$ini’d-Dawla, was 
the wife of Nawwab ‘Umdattfl-Umara Bahadur. She resided 
in the old building contiguous to Shadi-mahall on the highway to 
the big mosque at Tirmalkarl (Triplicane). Tiiis building was 
purchased from Mubariz Jang. Nawwab §ahib was displeased 
with his wife for. some reason or other. He used to go to her 
palace on occasions of necessity like the o£Fering of /dlt'Aa during 
the month of Kajab and such other occasions. But the exalted 
Sulj^u’n-nisa Begam ;idiiba invited her to her own palace 
during the festive celebration on the birthday of the Nawwab. 
In great pomp and magnificence, she seated both the Nawwab 
and his wife on the throne and asked Umdatifn-nisa Begam, her 
own younger sister, to adorn them with flowers got for the 
occasion, Sultanifn-nisa Begam presented her younger sister 
with five hundred rupees cash, and a tray containing ^Ubt 
made of silk and cotton. 

Section 11. 

Generally during summer months the exalted Nawwib 
fUmdatifl-Umara Bahadur made arrangements for the zenana 
either on the terrace of the palace of his second sister or in the 
d^/wOn-khO/na of Iftil^anfd-Dawla Hafig Muhammad Ng$ir 
Khan Bahadur, took in his company, the senior sister, odier 
ladies, guests, and others, designing to go to tiie brach on 
moonlight nights or to see the rising of the sun or ^ moon. 
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He vrimt to thejbeaeh by the side of Hi^t*banglai adjoining the 
B&nt*daA In Hi^t-bangla at about midddy he seated the 
two hS^T^tne tfjia singers opposite to the windows of the 
women’s apartments and listened to the sdrang rdg. 

The Nawwab went in the afternoon to the house of his 
senior sister and had his dinner. Once in a month or two 
he invited to his own hdah his sister’s children and others, sat on 
the terrace and enjoyed the tamasha of tigers, bears, elephants, 
camels, horses, and the wrestling matches among paMawdns 
from 9 o’clock till 1 1 o’clock. Sometimes he gathered all of 
them one night in the palace of his senior sister, and from 
nine till about midnight engaged them in playing the game 
hahd-kdnt which was played consecutively for four nights. On 
the final day the Nawwab honoured them all with large pre- 
sents. 


Section 12. 

The celebration of the holy •urs of the exalted Ha^prat 
Im&m Husayn (peace be on him) had its conanencement from 
the first of Muharram. The NaWw&b gave instructions on 
that day to decorate Bagh-i-kuhna known as Mult^ammad 
ha gfa with lanterns and wax-candles, planted the anddit 
banner of Haydar, and directed the rawga-^ipvdns to be busy, 
in their prayer till 9 o'clock in the night Naww&b 9&]^ib 
slept every night till the 10th of Mubarram in the room bdihid 
the holy ensign. On the night of the 10th, he summoned the 
^fgMd^ from the Company who set up innumerable lights^ At 
about midnight he carried that banner of Haydar in a howdah 
going on a procession from die bdgh as far as Tirmalgafl abd 
returned at about 3 o’clock in die morning. On the moruing 

(1) Hadtt’Banglo or NsWwtb’t Octagon. Qol. H. D. Love 
with Marine Villa at the south end of the Cbonm bar. The NawwiVs 
Octagon b mentbued in the Madras Conrier dated &d VtSb. if9K O^ttM 
site of the Marine ViUa stand the University BriMings which braw' db# 

Depactnieats:aad AetBnasy. 
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of the 10th of Muharram after the early-morning-prayer the 
holy banner was washed and entrusted to its own^. Then 
the Nawwab appointed Mir Ismail l^an Bahadur, Taqi Ali 
Khan Bahadur, Qutbu’d-Din Khan. Rahman Ali Khan Bahadur, 
Shuiaht Ali ^an, and distributed charities in the name of 
Hazrat Sayyidu’sh-shuhada (chief of the martyrs, peace be on 
him ) to all misklns and the needy giving each a piece of khadl and 
a rupee. In the same manner the anniversary of the death of 
Nawwab Begam sahiba, his noble mother, was celebrated on the 
14th of Jumadiu’l-awwal and charities were distributed in his 
own presence at Bagh-i-kuhna through the persons men- 
tioned above. The cash and the cost of cloth distributed on those 
occasions amounted to four thousand and five hundred rupees 
per fdtiha. These charities were distributed in front of the 
building in the bdgh while the Nawwab and his companions sat 
in the upper storey of the building. There used to be a huge 
crowd; although alms were distributed from morning till 
evening, there would be still some omissions, and it would be 
continued next day by order of the Nawwab. 

Section 13. 

Hafiz Muhammad Na§Ir Khan Bahadur, the first son of 
Nawwab ‘Umdatu’n-nisa Begam §ahiba, was suffering from 
epilepsy. The yiindni and misri hakims and doctors felt help- 
less, and illness increased day by day. One day Nawwab 
'Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur spoke respectfully to the exalted 
Nawwab Amiru’l-Hind Walajah Muhammad AU Khan 
Bahadur about the strange illness of his own eldest nephew. 
Next day Nawwab §ahib went to visit the sick person in the 
house of Nawwab TJmdatu’n-nisa Begam $a^iba, his younger 
daughter, along with Nawwab Umdattfl-Umara Bahadur, 
Mubariz Jang, Salar Jang and Qadir Nawaz Khan Bahadur. He 
saw the sick person, and offered fdtif^a for his recovery. As he 
was a vigorous youth, the Nawwab felt great sorrow for him, 
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shed tears and then returned to his own residence. Next day he 
suggested to Nawwab TJmdatrfl-Umara Bahadur and Mubariz 
Jang that they should call skilful hakims from Haydarabad. 
He gave orders for writing an hrlpa to the exalted Nawwab 
Asaf Jah Nizamtfd-Dawla Bahaduri, besides another letter to 
MttshTru’l-Mulk Aristu Jahs, the chief minister of Asaf Jah, 
and sent these through his vakil to Haydarabad. When the 
b/rlza reached Nawwab Asaf Jah Bahadur, an order was issued 
forthwith to send, immediately to Madras, H \kim Ahmad- 
ullah IGian B ihadur, a skilful hakim who was a great success 
in his profession, and rejoiced in the possession of a good 
rank. The hakim started to Madras, and had come as far as 
the taluk of Palnar; just then Nawwab Walajah Muhammad 
All Khan Bahadur joined to divine mercy by the decree of 
Allah, and the exalted Nawwab ‘Umdattfl-Umara Bahadur 
succeeded his father. 

Hakim Ahmadullah KJian Bahadur reached Madras, stayed 
at the hdgh of DadI Shah Sahib, and reported himself to 
Nawwab ‘Umdatu’l Umar a Bahadur. Six days later, Nawwab 
§ahib sent Qadir Nawaz lUian and Hakim Ahmad Khan 
Bahadur to the bOgh to invite Hakim Ahmadullah Khan and 
received the Hakim sahib at the green -chair room in the house 
of his senior sister. The hakim submitted to the Nawwab 
as na^r forty rupees and a bound and gilt book being 
a short treatise on Khuldsati/l-hikmat ba muimal-i-k hulasattfl- 
ashya written by himself. The Nawwab spoke with him kindly 
for about an hour. When the hakim took leave of the Nawwab 
he observed the civilities rendered to guests by presenting him 
with %r, pSndSn, and pulOb-pdsh. and asked Qadir Nawaz Khan 
Bahadur and Hakim Ahmad Khan to act as escorts to him as 

(1) Nisamtfd-Dawla Bah&dur is known also as Nisam All Khan in 
English books of histoiy. 

(2) He was also known as A'samtfl-Umarll GhnlSm Sayyid Khan. He 

yras the minister to Nisam All till the end of his own life in 18Q4. 
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far as the house of his younger sister where Iftikhanfd-Dawla 
Hafiz Muhammad Nasir Khan Bahadur, the patient, stayed. He 
assigned to the hakim the jSglr of Kuli Nellore which yielded 
an income of twelve thousand rupees per year. Thus the 
hakim was appointed to treat HaSg Muhammad Na§Ir Khan 
Bahadur. 

Hafig Muhammad Nasir I^an Bahadur recovered his 
health in a short while after undergoing the treatment at the 
hands of Hakim Ahmadullah Khan Bahadur. Nawwab 
TJmdatu’l-Umara Bahadur felt happy and was graciously pleased 
to confer on the hakim the title Malikiil-hukamd (king of 
Itakims). 


Section 14. 

The talk of marriage for the son of Sultanu’n-nisa Begam 
began nine months before the demise of Nawwab Walajah. 
Sul£anu’n-nisa Begam sahiba, with the permission of her father 
and brother, had correspondence with Bakhshi Begam sahiba, 
the wife of Nawwab Nigamu’d-Dawla Bahadur. As Ba khsh i 
Begam §ahiba asked for some poems composed by Nawwab 
TJmdatu’l-Umara Bahadur, Sultanifn-nisa Begam sent her some 
of his verses along with presents to Haydarabad. 

Sul|anifn-nisa Begam fixed the marriage of Ra’isifl- 
Umara Bahadur Abdtfl-Husayn Khan, her son, with the 
daughter of Ghulam Ashraf Khan Bahadur. He was related 
to the late Ruknifd-Dawla Bahadur the elder. Both these were 
high officials in ^aydarabad. Sultanu’n-nisa Begam invited 
Ghulam Ashraf IQian and his family with great grandeur and 
magnificence. When he arrived at Madras, he stayed at the 
hagh of Dadi Shah Sahib. In a little while, the new b&gh 
well-known as the bagh of Mr. Oakes was set apart for the 
residence of guests. After a few days Nawwab Suljtanu’n-nisa 
Begam §ahiba sought permission of the exalted Nawwab 
Aminf 1-Hind Walajah Muhammad AH Khan Bahadur, through 
Nawwab Umdatifl-Umara Bahadur, to fix the marriage on the 
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15th of Sha'ban in the year 1209 A.H. [7th March, 1795 AD.] 
and ’she made everything ready for the marriage. 

During the night the bridegroom went in a procession with 
all paraphernalia and with a number of torch-bearers and danc- 
ing-girls. Nawwab Sayfifl-Mulk Bahadur, nobles and persons 
of high rank went to the house of the bride, while Sultann’n- 
nisa Begam sahiba also went there with all her sisters and 
other female relations. The ceremony was over and the 
bridegroom went back to his residence in the same manner of 
procession as he came up to the bride’s house. The bridegroom 
presented at his house nadhr to Nawwab Walajah Muhammad 
All Khan Bahadur and Nawwab ‘Umdatti’l-Umara Bahadur. 

Third Chapter. 

An account of the sickness, and the demise of Nawwab 
IVdlajah Muhammad Alt Kh&n Bahadur in the year 
1210 A.H. 

The exalted Nawwab Amiml-Hind Walajah Muhammad 
All IQian Bahadur said his afier-midnight-prayer and retired 
to rest. He woke up on the morning of the ISth of the victorious 
Ipafar in the year 1210 A.H. [31st August 1795 A.D.] attended to 
the routine duties and as usual went through the wash on a raised 
^ seat. As he was getting down from the seat his foot slipped 
and he fell down. The thumb-nail of the left foot was crumpl- 
ed up. It caused swelling and also brought on high fever. The 
illness increased day by day ; all the yUndni hakims and doctors 
of the sarkir attended on him, exerting their skill in a thousand 
ways. Nawwab TJmdatifl-Umara Bahadur also tried his best to 
make arrangements for the treatment of his father. But the 
cord of life had become short and the time was drawing near 
the final journey. His venerable age was 75. All the attempts 
by way of treatment did not bring him through. The effects 
of the disease increased day by day; in a short while pus began 
to come from the shank up to the toe. Seeing this bad symptom 

37 



HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC III— Pt. I 

all the hakims despaired of his life and secretly apprised 
Mawwab ‘U’nidatu’l-Umara Bahadur of this fact. Nawwab 
Walajah Muhammad Ali IGian also understood his own condi- 
tion and gave up all hopes of recovery, A week before the 
fateful day he consoled and comforted the ladies of his family, 
while sorrowful tears trickled down his cheeks. The doctors 
of the sarkar accompanied by all the fiakims presented them- 
selves before the Nawwab on the following day, tied up the 
shank with bandage, and took leave of the Nawwab. As 
Nawwab Tlmdatifl-Umara Bahadur was much worried, Muham- 
mad Jawid Khan and other servants enquired secretly about 
the health of the exalted Nawwab Walajah from Shavkh Adam 
Hajjam, who waited upon the Nawwab night and day. Shavkh 
Adam said in great sorrow and anguish thus : “The doctors 
had been making gross mistakes from the beginning of the 
illness of the Nawwab, which had very much impaired his 
health. There is pus all over the shank and the cure seems 
impossible. It is our bad luck that the shadow of such a 
compassionate, benevolent sard&r over our heads be removed.” 

On seeing his own condition which was becoming worse 
day by day, minute by minute, on account of the increase of 
the disease, and the decline of strength and energies, Nawwab 
Walajah addressed Nawwab TTmdatu’l-Umara BahMur in the 
presence of Sayyid &sim Khan Mubariz Jang Bahadur, 
Salar Jang Bahadur, Qadir Nawaz Khan Bahadur, and Hahg 
Hajl Mag^ribl Ipahib as follows: 

“Take profound interest in what I say and act up to it 
without fail. 

“All that has a place in the domain of reality will cease to 
live, according to the verse ' Everything on the face of the 
earth will be annihilated'. It is necessary that every traveller 
from the invisible valley to this visible world should return to 
the everlasting world in accordance with the divine command, 
'Return unto thy Lord’. For, all prophets, preceptors, saints, 
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the learned, the virtuous, shaykhs, reformers, kings, and persons 
of high rank in all the seven iqllms, amirs, aliens, faqlrs, 
miskins, sages, old and young never deviated from this inevita- 
ble course. It is necessary for us who tread on the path of firm 
faith promulgated by Muhammad the chosen, the great leader 
in both worlds and the last of the messengers (peace be on him, 
his family and his companions) that in our last moments the 
glorification of Allah and praise of the Prophet should be on 
our tongues and admonitions and exhortations of spiritual 
guides should be kept in our minds. 

“It is necessary for you just now, in my last moments, 
that you should bring together by my side Ha^rat Mawlana 
Abdu’l-AII Sahib, Shah Mahmud Sahib Sawl, Shah Qudratullah 
Sahib, Hafig ll^jl Maghrib! i^ahib, and other holy persons 
who mind their duty to the Lord of the Universe, and who 
employ their tongues for the glorification of the Prophet; they 
would occupy themselves in reciting verses of the Quran, 
narrating traditions of the Prophet and relating the miracles of 
Mahbub-Subhani and I could give my mind to thoughts on my 
Creator and His beloved messenger. Hafig HajI Maghribi 
Sahib may be requested to read aloud as far as possible the 
sUra yasxtt in a pleasant voice, so that it may bring about my 
salvation and the remission of my sins. I had followed Hafig 
Muhammad Nasir Khan Bahadur on many occasions when he 
led the tarSwih prayer in the holy month of Ramadan. It is 
necessary for him that after my death he should read the Quran 
every day till fortieth day of mourning and offer this as a 
present on my behalf to the Prophet, the leader of the world, 
and Mahbub Subhani, the pure soul, so that its benefits may 
come to me.” Hafig Muhammad Na$ir lOian Bahadur who was 
present then listened to these directions and was extremely 
pleased.” 

The Nawwab again addressed those present thus: “After 
my death, it would be best if Nawwab TJmdatifl-Umara 
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Bahadur, my beloved son, could send my corpse to Ba 3 rtullah 
and bury it underneath the steps of the kafha. If by chance 
this is not possible you must suggest to Nawwab ‘Umdattfl- 
Umara Bahadur, my beloved son, heir and successor, th-it he may 
send it to Nattharnagar, and inter it near the exalted tomb of 
Ha^rat Tabl-i-S.lam Nattharwali §a^ib (peace be on him) for 
my Begam also is interred under the benign shade of that 
tomb. If this also be not possible at present, it may be buried 
for sometime under the roof of gai^rat Dasti^r §ahib Sawi 
(peace be on him) in Mylapore. May my dust return to the 
dust of which it was made.” 

After giving them instructions about the shrouding and 
furnishing for his funeral, he advised them on matters relating 
to the administration of government. He addressed Nawwab 
TJmdatu’l-Umara Bahadur thus: 

«0 ! My beloved son, 0 1 my happy successor, listen atten- 
tively to the advice of this traveller to the everlasting kingdom 
and act up to it as long as the bridle of authority rests in your 
hand. 

“First : to discover a thing for the first time and to bring it 
under your control is the most arduous of all tasks. It is equally 
so with a kingdom. Mir AbjadI §ahib, your teacher, has said 
that in his Atmarn&mi. You should have known clearly how the 
Supreme Ruler favoured this faqlr, the slave of Ha^rat Mahbub- 
Subhani, with sovereignly over the kingdom of the Carnatic. 
Therefore when you succeed to my throne it is incumbent on 
you to attend to every work with wisdom and sagacity, prud- 
ence and foresight keeping an eye on the success of the under- 
taking, for it is said 'Far-sighted man is a wise man.’ To 
draw in the well-wishers of your authority is to strengthen the 
pillars of the building of sovereignty; to understand correctly 
the worth of persons of rank is to ensure permanent of the 
foundation of the edifice of government. The minds of subjects 
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should be kept happy and cheerful by means of justice and 
equity. For Shavkh Sa*di says : 'Noshirwan chose justice and 
his name is remembered now.' Good government is the result 
of kindness on the part of the ruler, and the happiness of 
subjects is ensured by justice, as the saying is ‘The kingdom is 
maintained by benevolence and not by oppression’, for, the 
Lord of the Universe is the real Judge and His prophets and 
messengers are His munfifs and administrators of justice. 

“It is necessary for my son that he should carry on corres- 
pondence with the Blnglish king and the authorities of the 
Company and cultivate friendship with them so that they may 
be pleased with him; not even a trifling error should be allowed 
to come in between. He should not countenance any deed 
which is not acceptable to them, for, this would give strength to 
his authority. He should pay into the treasury of the Fort at 
Madras the stipulated amount of gist as done at present in 
accordance with the agreement without any excuse or dispute. 
He should not allow even an inch of land under his authority 
to come into the possession of others except by way of jagirs. 

“My beloved son I By the grace of AIl^I you are learned 
and wise, prudent and discreet; it looks as though 1 am teach- 
ing wisdom to Luqman.i It is said, 'Every person knows how 
best he can meet the exigencies.’ 

Next day at about 10 o’clock in the morning, Nawwab 
Shuk6htfl-Mulk Na^irifd-Dawla Bahadur went to enquire about 
the health of Nawwab Walajah Muhammad Ali Khan Bahadur, 
his elder brother. On seeing the condition of his brother who 
had reached the last moments of his life, he drew deep audible 

(1) LuqmSn is a person of eminence, known as Luqman-al-HakIm 
(LuqmSn the sage). He is mentioned in the QurSn (xflfa 31, verse 12) as 
one npon whom AJlfth had bestowed wisdom. 

Commentators of Quiin are not agreed npon bis identity. Mawlani 
hfubammad All says that LuqmSn was an Ethiopian. — 

For more details see Hughes Dictionary, of Islam and Mawlana Moham- 
mad All Tramsiatiou of the holy QurOn, chapter, 31. 
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breath expressive of sadness, and shed tears of grief although 
he outwardly comforted and consoled his sick brother. Then 
the Nawwab returned to his house. 

Nawwab ‘Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur learnt the extremely 
serious condition of his father and came out weeping from 
Kalas-mahall. He told secretly Qadir Nawaz Khan Bahadur 
to have the care of palaces, treasury, tdshak-^ana, kachahri, 
offices, and other departments of the sarkar and instructed him 
thus : “I shall be in the house of my senior sister. Every 
minute you should send me information about the affairs in 
this place and also the state of health of the exalted Nawwab 
§ahib.” 

He instructed Salar Jang Bahadur thus: “You must 
inform the Nawwab that the doctors entreat him not to remain 
in the zenana, but to lie down in the mardana, for the women 
in the zenana will weep on seeing the extreme bodily suffering 
and that will bring forth more weariness and restlessness, which 
in his present condition will not be good enough, and increase the 
illness.” In obedience to the command of Nawwab Tlmdattfl- 
Umara BahMur, Salar Jang conveyed the views of doctors to 
Nawwab Walajah Muhammad All Khan Bahadur. Nawwab 
WMaj&h in accordance with the advice of doctors gave up all 
arrangements for the zenana in his room ; he also understood 
that his life was despaired of. 

When the arrangements for the zenana were abandoned, the 
three daughters of the Nawwab, and Karlmu’n-nisa Begam 
sahiba known as Ha^rat Begam, the younger sister of Nawwab 
Walajah, endeavoured to get permission from Nawwab 
'Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur to go and see the exalted Nawwab 
WMajah. But Nawwab 'Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur replied to 
them thus: “It is not the desire of Nawwab Walajah to permit 
women to his apartments for such is the instruction of doctors. 
1 am helpless. It is better you stay in your houses and pray 
for the recovery of the Nawwab.” 
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Section 1. 

■ Nawwab 'Umdattfl-Umara Bahadur ordered Abdrfl-Qadir 
IQian Bahadur and Plafiz Muhammad Nasir IQian Bahadur as 
follows : “You brothers must go immediately to Kalas- 
mahall and be present at its gate.” He commanded Muhammad 
Najlb Khan Bahadur Salar Jang and Muhammad Jawld Khan 
thus: “Be present before Nawwab sahib, so that nothing may 
worry or annoy the patient.” 

Section 2. 

In brief, when the sun set on the 28th of the month of 
Rabru’l-awwal in the year 1210 A.H. [12th October 1795, A.D.] 
and darkness of the night of the 29th prevailed, Nawwab sahib 
showed signs of great restlessness. At about 9 p.m. Nawwab 
sahib understood that he was passing through the agonies of 
death, and addressed Salar Jang and Muhammad Jawld Khan 
as follows: “My condition seems to be very different now; it 
is necessary that you conduct to my presence Hafiz Haji 
Maghrib! sahib for the purpose of reading sura ySsin and 
invite quickly Mawlana Abdifl All Sahib and Shah Qudratul- 
lah Sahib.” 

On hearing this shocking news, the exalted Nawwab 
Umdatn’l-Umara Bahadur immediately presented himself before 
his noble father, saw with his own eyes the condition of the 
Nawwab, shed tears of grief, gathered together Mawlana sahib 
and other elders and addressed them as follows : 

“Please kindly be present near Nawwab sahib, my father, 
and occupy yourselves with continual prayers to the Notirisher 
of the World, with glorification of the names and attributes of 
the Supreme Being and recitation of the miracles of Muhammad 
the chosen (peace be on him) and of Hazrat Mahbuh Subhanl.” 
He gave orders secretly to Qadir Nawu KhSn Bahadur to 
attend to the management of the government. He addressed 
Sayyid S.sim Khan Mubariz Jang Bahadur as follows : 
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*'The Nawwab is in a precarious state of healA. You must all 
be attentive to your work. If you think it is necessary that you 
should employ watchmen and chawkidHrs for keeping watch in 
different places, do it now after consulting with Qadir Naw^ 
Khan. At present I am in no mood to attend to anything. I 
do not think it is necessary that I should inform the Governor 
of Madras about the state of the Nawwab's health; for 1 am 
the eldest son and the heir apparent. After the fuHlut on the 
third day, I can, on my own authority, succeed to the throne of 
my father. By the grace of God, I do not think that this 
communication to the Governor of Madras and the members of 
the Council will serve any purpose.” 

Mubariz Jang submitted boldly, "Your highness’ opinion 
is excellent. What can your devoted servants say on this? But 
your highness may give a hint of this to the Governor if you 
deem that this would do. Even if this is not done, we, who 
wish you well, are desirous to obey you." 

Nawwab Umdatifl-UmarS Bahadur replied in great 
vexation of spirit, "Khan sahib ! Where is the necessity for 
informing any one about the demise of my father?" He then 
turned to Qadir Nawaz Khan Bahadur and said: 

“I have already given strict orders to Mr. Batli in the 
der%il4n§hji that as soon as the good soul of Nawwab ^hib 
departs from life, he should write a hukm-ndma to Lord Hobart, 
Governor of Madras, ( 1794-1798) requesting him that he should 
arrange to fire seventy-five salutes proportional to the venerable 
age of Nawwab $^ib. As soon as the coffin is taken out, the 
salutes should be fired from the fort of Madras and in the same 
manner from all other forts in the kingdom. It strikes me that 
the communication to the Governor of Madras in regard to the 
condition of the Nawwab’s health just now will not be useful. By 
the grace of Allah, exalted be He, on the day of my coronation 
a salute of guns from my high expressing homage to me will 
become perceptible to the ears of the Govwior. It is necessary 
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that you enjoin strictly on the men in the AngrSzlrd&ri/ll4nsM 
not tp write any letter conveying the serious iUness or the death 
of Nawwab $ahib to the Governor of Madras/’ 

After these directions to them, Nawwab TJmdatn’l-Umara 
Bahadur went to the house of his senior sister and rested there 
for the night in his own room. 

The whole night Nawwab Amlm’l-Hind W^jah Muham- 
mad All Khan Bahadur suffered pangs of death. 

Section 3. 

On Tuesday morning, the 29th of RabPu’l-awwal in the 
year 1210 A.II. [13th October, 1795 A.D.] at about 7 o’clock 
the good soul departed this life. 'Verily, we are for Allah 
and to Allah we return.’ 

The news of Nawwab ^ahib's death spread immediately 
and there arose sounds of lamentation and loud excited utter- 
ances of grief in the mardSna, zenana, and in all palaces, the 
houses of the three daughters of the Nawwab, the big bSgh, 
lanes, hdzdr, and houses in every part of the town. The 
violent sorrow and distress of mind caused by the death of 
Nawwab sahib seemed to reach as far as the heavens. 

When things were in that condition Qadir Nawaz Khan 
Bahadur, and Ri^a Yar Khan, in accordance with previous 
orders of the exalted Nawwab ‘Umdatifl-Umara BahMur 
Amiru’l-Hind Walajah II, arranged to close all the doors of the 
high and posted sentinels to guard every door, the treasury, 
tdshflk-khSnOf kachahrl, and the doors of other palaces where- 
ever necessary and awaited further orders from the Nawwab. 

In the meanwhile, the exalted Nawwab heard this destruc- 
tive and dreadful news, came out of his sister’s house stagger- 
ingly with a tear-stained face, got into a suksSwan that belong- 
ed to Ram Rao, the mutofoddl at the house of his senior sister, 
reached the big ditudn -kfia na in the Humayun-mahall and sat in 
the room of Qadir Nawaz Khan Bahadur. He called Mubariz 
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Jang Bahadur and sent him in company with Mir Ismafl Khan 
Bahadur to seal the treasury and the offices. 

Section 4. 

The Nawwab chose Mawlana Abdu’I-Ali Sahib, Shah 
Qudratullah l^ahib, Shah Mahmud Sahib, Hahz HajT Maghribi 
Sahib, Abdu’l-Qadir Khan Bahadur, Hafiz Muhammad Nasir 
Khan Bahadur, Abdu’l-Ma'bud Khan Jamshid Jang, Muhammad 
Najib Khan BaliMur Salar Jang, Muhammad Jawld Khan. 
Muhammad Miftah and others to attend to the details in regard 
to burial. Some experienced Abyssinians were given for their 
assistance. The Nawwab invited his nephews and seated 
them by his side. He showed favour to Qadir Nawaz Khan 
Bahadur by asking him to send quickly a trooper to Mylapore 
with the following message to Nawwab Shukohtfl-Mulk 
Nasirrfd-Dawla Bahadur. “The carriage of your highness’ 
elder brother is ready to march to the eternal kingdom. May 
you be pleased to come and give your elder brother a send-off.” 
Another trooper may be sent quickly to Sayfrfl-Mulk Bahadur 
and Husamu’l-Mulk Bahadur so that they may come immediately. 
Finally he gave orders to write a condolence letter to Nasim’l- 
Mulk Bahadur in Natthamagar. 

In a little while Sayfifl-Mulk Bahadur, and Husamifl-Mulk 
Bahadur reached the palace. The Nawwab seated Sayfifl-Mulk 
Bahadur in the ni'mat-khana of the diwSn-khdna facing the sea, 
and Husamu’l-Mulk Bahadur in the khalwat-khana facing west, 
and addressed them as follows : “I seek your advice. I shall 
let you know later. Please take your seat here.” 

He sent for Husayn Nawaz Khan through Jawld Kh&n. 
seated him by his side, and in despite of attempts to induce him 
to play with three or four children he wept for his father and 
said every minute hafu-ldl. When he wept out thus, others 
present also wept. 

Mir Ismafl Khan who was entitled to the style of Mir 
Asadullah Khan Bahadur, Taqi All Khan Bah&dur, Qu^btfd- 
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Din Khan Bahadur, Ali Nawaz Khan Bahadur, Rahman All 
Khan Bahadur and Shuia^t All ]^an Bahadur who were then 
present in his presence were asked to stay on, and to get Sayyid 
Muhiyyu’d-Din, Sayyid Makhdum the risQladiar, Muhammad 
Husa3'n, and Ghulam Murtaza the commandant, to his presence 
with three armed men and be attentive to the orders of the 
sarkar. 

Muhammad Jawid Khan and other officers collected the 
keys of all offices from every one and placed them before the 
Nawwab. Nawwab §ahib put all the keys on the table in the 
room where he was seated and posted there an armed sentry 
and a commandant. 

The Nawwab had been, all this while, keeping himself 
informed of the preparations for the burial. In the meantime 
Nawwab Na§iru’d-Dawla Bahadur came there. At about 11 
o'clock HajI Hafig Maghrib! Sahib sent information to the 
Nawwab that everything was made ready for the burial. Imme- 
diately after receiving this news Nawwab .sahib went there, 
placed the corpse in the coffin with the assistance oishaykhs^ioA 
•ulamS who stood according to the grade of dignity. Nawwab 
Naslm’d-Dawla Bahadur and Nawwab sahib stood on either 
side of the coffin giving passionate expression to their grief. 
Then the coffin was carried to the big dvw&n-kh&na and it lay in 
state facing the door of ni’mat-khSna. The coffin was fur- 
nished with a ghilaf and shSmiySna crowded with ornaments. 
Nawwab §ahib, Sayfu’l-Mulk Bahadur, and Husamu’l-Mulk 
Bahadur, came out from the diwSn-khana of ddriil-amclra in a 
style befitting their ranks, to say the prayer for the dead. They 
were followed by a crowd which was beyond one's reckoning, 
and comprised the nobility and the rank and fashion, besides 
the *ulam& and shayklis. Nawwab $^ib left the crowd to say 
the prayer for the dead on the way to the red-gate and 
himself returned to the diwSn-khSna. The salutes were not 
fired from the fort in accordance with instructions of the 
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Nawwab. The coffin was carried in great state and interred 
for a year under the vault of Ha^rat Dastg^r l^ahib to the 
right of the sepulchre adjoining the wall^ 

At about 3 o’clock ^usamifl-Mulk Bahadur, Sayftfl-Mulk 
Bahadur and all the men who accompanied the coffin returned 
and gathered together in Kalas*mahall, offered fatifia and 
every person of rank proceeded to express his sympathy with 
Nawwab §ahib. At that time Nawwab 'Umdatifl-Umara 
Bahadur turned about and addressed Sayfn’l-Mulk Bahadur 
and Husami^l-Mulk Bahadur thus : 

“My grief at the separation from my father is no less 
than Jacob’s. 

But he lost a son, and 1 a father.” 

At about the time of afternoon-prayer, he invited his three 
sisters and Nawwab Ra’Isifn-nisa Begam, Nawwab Zebu’n-nisa 
Begam, and other wives of Nawwab Walaj^ to Kalas>mahall 
and consoled and comforted them. They wept and lamented. 
Nawwab $ahib consoled them in all manner and sent them to 
their houses. Then the Nawwab went out. 

Section 5. 

Nawwab $ahib gave instructions to Qadir Nawaz KhSn 
and Salar Jang to make everything ready for the fdtiha on 
the third day and for his coronation. Then he went to the 
house of his senior sister. As the fsHha on the night of the 
third day after the death of Nawwab Walajah happened to fall 
on the night of the first of RabPifl-awwal, the place round about 
Nawwab’s grave was adorned with carpets and lights. The ^dfigs, 
durUdls, ntaetMd-khwSns, and others were assembled together and 
they were occupied the whole night in reciting the Quran, saying 
durtid and singing the praise of the Prophet. Qadir Nawaz 


(1) The remains were later pn carried to Trichinopoly and buried in die 
dorgOh of Natthar Wall. 
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Khan. Mir Ismail Khan and Hafig Maghribl and Salar Jang 
were in charge of the entire arrangement. Nawwab $ahib went 
there at about 8 o'clock in the morning and took part with 
others in offering f&tiha. Then he returned to the big hagh, and 
arranged to distribute charities near the venerable tomb and 
in the big bdgh. Arrangements were kept up in this manner 
for all fStihas till the fortieth day of mourning. 

Then for a period of six months Nawwab sahib offered 
fdtiha on every Thursday in the following manner. He went 
out in great state by the sea-gate on every Thursday after- 
noon in a suksdwan accompanied by his nephews and other 
trustworthy officers. He was followed by bandars, ghoza- 
nawdz, armed men, and Abyssinian horsemen. Generally 
Abdu’l-Ma’bud Khan Jamshid Jang used to be present at the 
sepulchre. Nawwab sahib smiled at him indulgently and 
addressed him thus : ”Khan s^ib ! you are the intimate friend 
and companion of the Nawwab here in this place. Please 
communicate to him my message and recommend me to him. 
Please also convey to me what he says in reply." Then 
Nawwab §ahib participated in the fdtiha and returned by the 
same road to his own b dgh. and bade farewell to all his com- 
panions. 

I have written here whatever I knew. Allah knows the 

rest. 


111-7 
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Foubth Chapter 

The coronation of Nawwdb Vmdati/ll-Umard, Bahadur', 
the correspondence between the officers of the company 
and the exalted Nawwdb’, the conferring of titles on 
Muhkommad All Husayn Khdn. and others; renting of 
the taluks of Nellore, Ongole, and Palndr to Muham- 
mad Ndfir Khdn Bahddur; the exaltation of Rukniid 
Din Khdn to the title of his father, and to the office 
of fawjddr over Muhammadpur; the marriage of 
Ra’lstfl-Umard Bahddur; the grant of jdglrs, and other 
events in the glorious darbdr. 

Praise be to Allah and His favours: On Friday, the 2nd 
of Rabili’th'^anl in the year 1210 A.H. [16th October 1795 
A.D.] the world-illumining sun shone brightly and shed radiance 
on the universe, when the ministers of the state and olHcers of 
government, in accordance with the orders of the Nawwab, fur- 
nished the ddrUl-amdra with carpets, lanterns, masnad and 
shffimiydna. The exalted Nawwab Amirtfl-Hind Walajah 
Xlmdatnl-Umara Bahadur, a person of light and leading, put on 
his full dress which comprised the following : Jahdngiri-dastUr 
of exquisite quality with a turra of pearls, every string of which 
was of priceless value, a gown, a nlm-dstln with embroidered 
border, and a slffih jahdnl waist-band fitted up with an enamel 
rim, and a sword studded with pearls, and with an enamelled 
handle. Nawwab s^ib arrayed himself up thus and came out of 
the higdlwdn’khdna at about 11 o’clock in the morning, when his 
hands rained gems, and his thanks giving to the Great Almighty 
had been the means of shedding perfume around the people. 
He caught hold of the hand of Malikifl-TJlama and took 
his seat on the Wdldjdhl masnadA Immediately congratulatory 
expressions were heard from all sides; hand over hand rose up 
with nadhr. Every one was treated kindly to ‘iir, pOnddn, and 

(1) The verses which bring out the chronogram of the coronation is given 
in the appendix A to this book. 
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rose-water. A round of cannons and muskets were fired. The 
noise of tambourine, pipe, nawbat and festive music from the 
hUgh rose up to the heavens. Of the nadhrs that were present- 
ed, the Nawwab took out a tray full of gold and silver and 
emptied it first into the skirt of Mawlana $a^ib; then he 
presented other shavkhs with plates containing gifts. The 
Nawwab gave orders that the remaining nadhr should be con- 
veyed to the treasury. 

Then he dismissed the assembly, and went to the big room 
facing west. This room, enclosed with tatties, was the residence 
of the sons-in-law of Nawwab Walaj^. The Nawwab had 
arranged, before the coronation, to furnish it with white 
carpets, chairs and other things. 

In the meanwhile news was carried to him that the son of 
Lord Hobart was present at the dlwan-khdna. As soon as he 
heard this news, he understood the purpose of the visit and told 
Mubariz Jang Bahadur, Salar Jang Bahadur, Qadir Nawaz 
Khan Bahadur, Amim’d-Dawla Bahadur, I f tikhartfd-Dawla 
Bahadur and others who were present as follows : — "This son 
of Lord Hobart has come to inquire of me. By His grace, he 
will return only after an unhappy interview.” He commanded 
Qadir Nawaz Khan Bahadur thus : "Gk> and bring him to my, 
presence.” Nawwab $ahib and others were seated on 
chairs when the son of Lord Hobart presented himself, paid his 
obeisance, took his seat and submitted on behalf of his father 
as follows: 

"It was a great surprise to me that your highness had not 
favoured me with the news of the demise of your exalted father. 
If I had that information, I should certainly have sent the army, 
of the Company wearing such garments as sign of mourning to 
accompany the coffin in a style befitting the late Nawwab’s 
state. I should have also ordered to fire a salute of guns from 
the fort and other places. Furdiermore you had the coronation 
after the fdtiha on the third day. My father says that all this 
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is not appropriate to the occasion. He also says that Nawwab 
Walajah was so kind and benevolent as to acknowledge that my 
father was his son. Therefore it is incumbent on your highness 
to inform me. I should have arranged to fire a salute of guns 
from the fort of Madras at the time of the coronation; I should 
also have been present at the darh&r and congratulated your 
highness on this happy event.” 

The Nawwab sahib listened to the message of Lord Hobart 
and said in reply : "As I was feeling sorrow at the demise of 
my father, I could not send information. I wonder at your 
friendship, love, wisdom and learning. It is incumbent on you to 
express sympathy with me at the death of my father. Instead 
of this you state your grievance to me. I am the eldest son, the 
heir apparent, the successor, the king chosen by my father; and 
I ascended the throne of my father in accordance with the 
usual practice in the world. There was no necessity to inform 
that ^ahib about this.” 

After giving this reply, he gave the son of Lord Hobart 
leave to depart, and addressed Qadir Nawaz Khan thus : "Make 
all arrangements for a state drive. I wish to go the Walajahi 
mosque to say the jumb prayer.” Everything was got ready 
immediately. Nawwab sahib rode a mahSddl and went to the 
mosque in great state. He was accompanied by Sayyid &sim 
IGian Mubariz Jang and Siraju’UMuIk Abdu’l-Husayn Kh an 
Bahadur. After finishing the fumh prayer, he offered the 
thanksgiving prayer in two genuflexions for his coronation. 
Then he returned in slate and alighted at the palace of 
Nawwab Sul^anu’n-nisa Begam, his senior sister, and gave his 
companions leave to depart. 

Section 1. 

The Nawwab’s two sisters assembled together at the house 
of their senior sister, presented him with nadftr, congratulated 
him on his accession to the Carnatic throne and attended to the 
cusiomary festive proceedings. Karimifn<nisa Begam, design- 
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ated as Ha^rat Begam $ahiba alias Chdtl Bcgatn. the aunt 
of the Nawwab came to that palace in the afternoon and 
offered her congratulations. Sayfu’l-Mulk Bahadur who was 
absent at the time of the presentation of nadhr in the daruU 
amdra approached the Nawwab who was seated on a chair 
decorated with green makhmal in the palace of Nawwab 
Sult^u’n-nisa Begam and offered his nadhr. Sarfaraz All 
Khan Bahadur also offered his nadhr then. The Nawwab 
addressed him thus: “ I entrust with you my nadhr to my 
paternal uncle; please present it to him." Sarfaraz All Khan 
Bahadur, in obedience to the orders of the Nawwab took 
charge of the nadhr. went to Nawwab Shukohu’l-Mulk Nasiru’d 
Dawla Bahadur, his own father, presented it to him on behalf 
of Nawwab TJmdatu’l Umara Bahadur, and reported his return 
to the Nawwab in about an hour. Nawwab sahib was then 
engaged discussing in private with Miibariz Jang Bahadur 
certain affairs of the government. Then Sarfaraz Ali Khan 
Bahadur was admitted to the Nawwab's presence. He paid his 
obeisance, offered congratulations on behalf of Nawwab 
Shukdhu’l-Mulk Bahadur and presented nadhr on his behalf. 
The exalted Nawwab sahib was overwhelmed with joy and 
inquired of him thus: In what direction my noble uncle was 

sitting in the diwan-khdua when he received the nadhr?” He 
replied, “Towards the south.” Immediately Nawwab 'Umdatu’l 
Umara Bahadur got up from his seat, stood southwards, and in 
great joy offered his thanks to his uncle. Then he said to 
Mubariz Jang, “ My revered uncle stands for my noble father. 
He has conferred distinction on me by sending nadhr on the 
occasion of my coronation. For various reasons I could not go 
in person and present nadhr to my revered uncle ; therefore I 
sent it through Sarfaraz All lyian Bahadur. By the grace of 
Allah, exalted be He, I shall pay him a visit one of these days." 
Then he gave the Khan and Mubariz Jang Bahadur leave to 
depart and himself stayed in the palace of his senior sister. 
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Next morning Nawwab TJmdattfl-Umara Bahadur went out to 
the house of Ha^rat Begam sahiba, his aunt, offered nadhr, and 
then returned. 

On the following day, the son of Lord Hobart, presented 
himself in the big diwan-J^ana for the purpose of discussing 
various matters unpalatable to the Nawwab. He requested on 
behalf of his father that certain taluks be made over to the 
Company in return for the qist money due to it. The Nawwab 
gave the reply thus : “The qist will be paid in cash in accord- 
ance with the agreement. Any other idea on your part will be 
of no avail. By the grace of God, I shall not give even an inch 
of land. My father in his life-time possessed himself of the 
throne of the Carnatic through the favour and kindness of 
Lord Cornwallis Bahadur. I have succeeded to the throne of 
my father; I have in my possession the treaty signed by Lord 
Cornwallis.'*! 

(1) There were three treaties between Nawwab Muhammad Ali 
Walajah Bahadur and Lord Cornwallis. The first was in 1787. It stipulated 
that the Nawwab should pay annually nine lakhs of pagodas in times of 
peace, besides twelve lakhs for his debts; in times of war, the contracting 
parties should each pay four-fifths of their revenues, and that in case of non- 
payment by the Nawwab, he should assign certain districts to the Company 
as security. 

The treaty concluded in 1790 laid down that the British should take 
direct management of the Carnatic into their hands while the war with 
Mysore lasted. 

The treaty of 1792 stipulated that the Nawwab should pay annually nine 
lakhs of pagodas to the Company ; the Carnatic was to be garrisoned with 
British troops ; the British should collect the tributes from pdlayagdrs on 
behalf of the Nawwab; the assignment for his debts was to be reduced, and 
the British should take over the entire management of the Carnatic in the 
event of war. 

The subsidy fixed by the treaty of 1792 was regularly paid by the 
Nawwab, but he had to contract heavy loans to meet his liabilities and hence 
he assigned the revenues of his country to liquidate them. 

After ‘Umdatifl-Umara ascended the throne, Sir John Shore, the 
Governor-General, authorised Lord Hobart, the Governor of Madras, to 
propose to the Nawwab the assignment of the entire revenue to the Company. 
Lord Hobart apprehended the influence of European usurers on the NawwHb* 
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The son of the Governor of Madras was reduced to a non- 
plus by this irrefutable reply, and rendered miserable. Then he 
took leave of the Nawwab, returned to his father, and conveyed 
to him the reply he received from the Nawwab. Then Lord 
Hobart communicated this news to Sir John Shore, the Governor- 
General in Bengal, and was devising to get possession of certain 
taluks in lieu of the gist due to the Company. When Nawwab 
sahib became aware of this he was always reflecting upon 
methods to defeat the object of the Governor. He addressed 
Salar Jang, Mubariz Jang, and Bahram Jang as follows : 

*‘By the grace of Allah, I succeeded to the throne of my 
father. It is not even a week since my coronation day, and I 
am bothered by unnecessary anxiety. Allah, exalted be He, is 
the Protector and the King of kings."' 

The Nawwab was grave and gloomy in the week that 
followed his coronation on account of his correspondence with 
the Governor of Madras. 

and negotiated without Sir John Shore's consent, for the surrender of only 
one district. He addressed the Nawwab **in terms at once offensive to his 
deceased father and menacing to himself by pressing upon him unseasonably 
the immediate payment of a debt due to the Company, and other claims 
real or disputable by threatening compulsory measures." 

Sir John Shore acquiesced in Lord Hobart’s proposal, but condemned 
his conduct "as repugnant to the treaty of 1792, by which the Nawwab’s 
rights were guaranteed— as, in respect of some of the demands pressed on 
the Nawwab, unjustifiable— and as, in fact, involving a breach of faith." 
The Governor-General also asserted that "the magnitude of an advantage 
could not warrant the prosecution of it by improper means." 

Lord Hobart appealed to the Directors in justification of his conduct, and 
Sir John Shore wrote to Dundas, the President of the Board of Control, on 
12th January, 1796, that the conduct of Lord Hobart was "most unjustifiable, 
violent and indefensible upon every principle." The Governor-General also 
protested against the principle of forcing the Nawwab into an acquiescence 
by indirect means of coercion that "would soon suggest to the country powers 
that convenience was the measure of our good faith." 

Finally the Directors resolved in October, 1797 to recall Lord Hobart. 

See C. S. Srinivasachari’s Edition of Major Evans Bell’s Letters. The 
Empire in India 1935 Letter III— The Carnatic. 
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Section 2. 

On the tenth day after the coronation, the Nawwab came 
out of his sister's house in a suks&wan at about 9 o’clock in the 
morning and drove to the dariil-am&ra while he was followed 
by ghoza-nawSLz and jawdns. He sat on the ivory chair near 
the window on the upper storey of Kalas-mahall. 

After the ministers, officers, munshts and mutafoddis paid 
their obeisance, Nawwab sahib assigned to each individual his 
work. Mubariz Jang Bahadur was appointed dlwdn, Mr. Battley 
to be the head of the Angrezi-ddrtil-inshd, and Rai Khub Chand 
to be the mlr-munsM of Fdrsi-ddrtfl-inshd. Salar Jang, Qadir 
Nawaz Khan Bahadur and others were then present in the 
darbdr. Nawwab invited also Muhammad All Husayn, his own 
beloved son, Muhammad Nasir Khan Bahadur, and Ghulam Asad- 
ullah Khan Bahadur, the two sons of Sayfu’l-Mulk Bahadur, 
Muhammad Abdu’l-Husayn Khan Bahadur, Muhammad Karim 
Khan Bahadur, Muhammad Hablbullah Khan Bahadur, Abdu’l- 
Karim, Nawwab’s another son, Husayn Navv^ Khan I'timadu’l- 
Mulk, Sarfaraz Khan Ashrafu’l-Mulk, Abdu’l-Hamid Khan 
I'tisamu’l'Mulk, and others. Abdxfl-Qadir IGian Bahadur, Hafiz 
Muhammad Na§ir Khan Baliadur were also present in the 
darbdr. The Nawwab issued darbdrx orders and attended to the 
affairs of the Government. Then he turned to bestow titles. 

First he wrote a royal order conferring the title McdikiSl- 
Vlamd upon Mawlana Abdul-Ali sahib and sent it through 
Q^ir Nawaz Khan. 

Another royal order containing a list of titles to be con- 
ferred upon Muhammad Na;ir Khan Bahadur and others was 
also signed by the Nawwab : the title Na^r Jang for Muham- 
mad Nasir Khan. Mugaffar Jang for Ghulam AsaduUah Khan 
Bahadur, Jalddat Jang for Muhammad Karim Khan Bahadur, 
and Ftifdm Jang for Muhammad Habibullah Khan Bahadur. 
In addition to the titles, the ntanfab of two thousand was con- 
ferred upon every one of these men. The Nawwab asked Qadir 
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Naw^ Kh an to read aloud the order conferring titles upon 
these men and took nadhi^hom them. 

The Nawwab gave Qadir Nawaz Khan Bahadur another 
list of titles which conferred dignities upon the following: 
Muhammad Abdu’l-Husayn Khan Bahadur was given the title 
Sir&jiil-Mulk Dhiil-faqdri/d-Dawla SardSr Jang, the mansab 
of seven thousand and invested with privilege to nawbat and 
ghariyOl; Muhammad All Husayn Khan with the title Atntrul- 
Mulk ‘Umdatud-dawla Zafar Jang, and the mansab of seven 
thousand. They also presented nadhr to the Nawwab. 

Another royal order with the signature of the Nawwab 
conferred the following titles : The title Amir J ang on Abdu’l- 
Q.ldir ^an Bahadur, ^ams&m Jang on Hafiz Muhammad 
Nasir Khan Bahadur and the mansab of four thousand also 
was conferred upon each of them. The Nawwab took nadhr 
from them. 

Ghulam All, the eldest son of Sayfu’l-Mulk Bahadur, was 
ennobled with the title Ghuldm All KMn Bahadur S ay f Jang] 
Waliullah, the youngest son of Ghulam All, with GhulSm Rizd 
Khan Bahadur Husam Jang; Abdu’l-Karim another son of the 
Nawwab, with Khdn Bahadur] Ghulam Ashraf fOian Bahadur 
with Rukntfd-Dawla Bahadur. Of the two brothers -in-law of 
the Nawwab, one was honoured with the title Wizarat All Khan 
Bahadur, and another with Dawud All Khan Bahadur. 

Qadir Nawaz Khan Bahadur was dignified with the title 
Bahram Jang, the mansab of two thousand and invested with 
privilege to wear nlm-Ostln, and tie a rumal shdl] Mir Isma'il 
Khan with Mir Asadullah Khan Bahadur] Abu Xalib Khan. 
Amintfd-Din Khan, Yasin Muhammad Khan. Shuja'at All 
Khan. Dargah Quli Klian. TaqI All Khan. QuJbtfd-DIn Khan, 
and Rahman Ali Khan, with Bahadur. All these persons 
presented nadhr to the. Nawwab. 

Then the Nawwab signed three orders which conferred the 
title Nazuwab on his three sisters and sent them through Salar 
Jang Bahadur. 
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Anurul-Mulk Bahadur All Husayn Khan, and Sirajtfl- 
Mulk Bahadur Abdt^l-Husayn IQian, were invested with. pri- 
vilege to ris, and tambour in kSts. The Nawwab’s other ne- 
phews and Amir Jang Bahadur, Samsam Jang Bahadur and 
Bahram Jang Bahadur were invested with privilege to ris only. 
The Nawwab accepted nadhr from them and gave them all leave 
to depart. 

Section 3. 

Nawwab sahib was always ruminating over the correspon- 
dence with the Governor of Madras. By the grace of Allah, a 
hukm-nanta from Sir John Shore, Governor-General of 
Bengal, reached the Governor of Madras two months after the 
coronation of the Nawwab. It read thus: 

“Your proposal that certain taluks should be made over to 
the company in return for the qist is not plausible. Please accept 
the payment of qist in accordance with the practice observed 
during the days of Nawwab Muhammad All Walajah 1. 

“The exalted Nawwab TTmdatrfl-Umara Bahadur Walajah 
II took the right step to ascend the throne after his father. 
Immediately after reading this hukm-nama you must meet 
Nawwab sahib and tender my congratulations to him on his 
accession to the throne and order to fire salutes from the fort of 
Madras and ships expressing joy on the event.” 

In obedience to the hukm-nSma, the Governor of Madras 
informed Nawwab $ahib of his intention to visit him and on 
the appointed day the Governor and the sardSrs of his Council 
presented themselves in the big diwSn-^ana of Kalas-ma^all 
and congratulated the Nawwab on his accession to the throne. 
A salute of guns was also fired from the fort and ships. The 
Nawwab also was very much delighted in receiving the 
Governor and his companions and gave orders that a salute of 
guns should be fired in his own bSgh expressing respect to the 
Governor. The Nawwab treated the Governor and others to 
pan, ‘itr and flowers and gave them leave to depart. Next day 
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at 11 o'clock Nawwab $^iib sat in a ntahoddl and went in 
great state to the fort to pay a return visit. He was accom- 
panied by his son, nephews, and the officers of the Government. 
The Nawwab returned to his residence after meeting the 
Governor. A salute of guns was fired from the fort in honour 
of Nawwab sahib’s visit. 

Section 4. 

Generally Nawwab sahib held his morning darbdr in the 
diwSn-khSna of the ds,nil-am&ra, and the evening darbSr in the 
diwSn-^dna of Sirajn’l-mulk Muhammad Abdrfl-TIusayn Khan 
Bahadur at the palace of Nawwab Sultanu’n-nisa Begam sahiba. 

During the early part of his reign before the completion of 
the building of Fatah-chawkI, the Nawwab had his residence at 
the palace of his senior sister in the green-chair room. Every 
day at about six in the morning he drove a chSrat and went 
out for a walk till 7 o’clock. After breakfast he drove 
a chdrat drawn by four horses and reached Bagh-i-kuhna, 
the residence of the mother of Amiru’l-Mulk Muhammad 
All ^usayn Khan Bahadur and made inquiries about her 
health. Thence he went to his alchemy house, and occupied 
himself with the alchemy work. He rested there for a while in 
the noon. Then in the afternoon he returned to his sister’s 
house and had his dinner. 

Section 5. 

Nawwab sahib got hold of the keys of certain rooms used 
by Nawwab Muhammad Ali Walajah Bahadur, from the 
officers who were charged with their care, and also the key of 
the library in charge of Jawld Khan. He removed from these 
rooms to his residence such things as he found useful and left 
the rest in their respective rooms. He locked the doors and 
kept the keys in his own box. 

Section 6. 

The Nawwab always strove to get a letter from the English 
king confirming his own government and sent many letters to 
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England in regard to that. To achieve his end, he employed 
shaykhs who had practised ability in incantation. He also 
engaged pious men to repeat daily prayers, and read the holy 
Quran a number of times. 

Section 7. 

From his young days Nawwab TJmdatu’l-Umara Bahadur 
did not like Mubariz Jang Bahadur. But out of regard for 
Nawwab Walajah he pretended to be very courteous to him. 
When he came to power, Mubariz Jang Bahadur continued as 
dvw&n to all appearance, but Nawwab sahib looked after all 
affairs taking work from whomsoever he chose. Mubariz Jang 
Bahadur, who understood the pleasure of the Nawwab, did not 
interfere in any matter. His visits also became infrequent. He 
used to be present in the morning assembly and pay his 
obeisance to the Nawwab. If there was any indispensable duty 
he attended to it after permission from the Nawwab. 

Section 8. 

Three months passed after the coronation ; one day at the 
darbSr the Nawwab ratified the orders of the sarkSr, and then 
arranged to grant lease of the taluks of Ongole and Paluar to 
I f tikharu’d-Dawla Bahadur. Then the Nawwab invited Ifti- 
khartfd-Dawla Bahadur, entrusted him with rent-service and 
took nodAr from him. After some time he invited Ruknu’d-DIn 
Khan and conferred on him the title Niz5mt£d-Dln Ahmad 
Khan and also honoured him with the office of fawjdSr of the 
f&ba of Muhammadpur known as Arcot. 

Section 9. 

Nawwab Sultanu’n-nisa Begam sahiba who was busy 
making due preparation for the marriage festivities of Ra’istfl- 
Umara Bahadur, made everything ready by Jumadiu’th-thani in 
the year 1210 A.H. She distributed tdras through Yasin 
Muhammad Khan, and Mir Mahdi Khan, and khiliit through 
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Rai Hanmant Rai Bahadur and Ram Rao. The festivities were 
begun with the permission of the Nawwab. Officers like Salar 
Jang Bahadur, Bahram Jang Bahadur, and others were in charge 
of all arrangements. Every one from the highest to the lowest 
was presented with gifts; even the broom and groom were given 
each a share of khilhts with embroidered work. Such distribu- 
tion of presents was kept up till the month of Rajab. Teachers, 
at&ttq, and others were each presented with embroidered robe, 
shawl, dushdla and vari-colottred clothes that befitted the obser- 
vances of ceremonies like the ceremony of rang, sharhat, harl, 
bardt, and chazvtht. All the first-rate courtesans, qawwdls, and 
mirdthis in the kingdom of the Carnatic who had come from 
different towns were also honoured with such presents. The 
dvwdn-khdna of Ra’Isu’l-Umara Bahadur behind the green- 
chair room in the house of Nawwab Sultanu’n-nisa Begam 
§ahiba was converted into the mdnja-khdna of the bride- 
groom. It was decorated ; the walls were adorned with 
painting of rose flowers of golden hue and other colours 
which excited the envy of gardens in early spring. On 
the 13th of Rajab, the marriage ceremonies were begun. 
Every day at about 9 o’clock in the night the bridegroom 
was seated on a peacock throne, and led in a procession 
from the mdnja-khdna with all paraphernalia, many lamps, 
and fire-works to witness the nautch which went on till 12 
o’clock. Then flowers, and pdn were distributed. After this the 
bridegroom was conducted back to the mdnja-khdna in the same 
manner. Nawwab sahib honoured the majlis by his presence in 
the first two or three days. Afterwards he could not be present 
at the nautch party or at other marriage festivities in the palace 
of his elder sister because of the pain caused by the boil in his 
leg. On the 2nd of Sha*ban when the ceremony of sdnehaq was 
performed, all the officers, ministers and servants and others 
clad themselves in vari-coloured robes and walked in procession 
from the big Wdldjdhl hdgh to the house of the bridegroom in 
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the new garden well-known by the name of the Garden of Oakes, 
along with 500 chaw gharas for the ceremony of sdnehaq; 
some of these gharas were painted with gold and silver ; some 
were adorned with paintings of azure colour. Thus the entire 
procession presented the appearance of a garden. It was a 
marvellous sight; no mortal eye had seen such a sight before or 
could ever see it in future. 

The following is a description of the procession at night: 

Nawwab Suljantfn-nisa Begam §ahiba sought permission 
of Nawwab ‘Umdatrfl-Umara Bahadur Walajah II to engage 
Bahram Jang Bahadur to supervise the arrangements with 
regard to the procession at night. About five hundred lights 
were lit in a ladder-like arrangement; about five thousand 
torches were lighted and carried when the bridegroom started 
with all paraphernalia. Bahram Jang arranged to repair the 
mahSddl and sent it on the bar&t day to the palace of Nawwab 
Suli^ii’n-nisa Begam that she might ride in it along with the 
bride on the occasion of jalzva. Prior to this, when Karlmtfn- 
nisa Begam sahiba known as Ha^rat Begfam $ahiba had request- 
ed Nawwab sahib that she might be permitted to ride in the 
mahdddl on the occasion of the s&nchaq ceremony, Nawwab 
§ahib did not give any reply but kept quiet. The Nawwab’s 
silence greatly afflicted Ha?rat Begam sahiba; she thought out 
a plan; she returned to her house and engaged immediately the 
services of a, workman to get ready a mahUdOl in a day and a night. 
She fitted it with curtains made of gold thread and of embroi- 
dery, and covered every side with red bSndt; gold kalsds were 
also suspended from the top, as found in palanquins of Mughal 
type. She rode in it in the afternoon of the bardt day, went to 
the house of Suljantfn-nisa Begam, and addressed her thus : 
“Your elder brother thought that I was contemptible and unfit to 
ride in a mahdddl, and did not permit me; he also did not reply 
when I sought permission to ride in a mahdddl. Well : Allah, 
glory be to Him and Exalted be He, out of His grace, granted 
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to me in a short while a new mahoddl which surpasses in beauty 
the mahSddl of the sarkSr. I came here riding in it to accom- 
pany the bardt. Of course it befits your rank and dignity to 
ride in the tnaltdddl of the sarkdr and accompany the bardt of 
your beloved son." 

Sul£^ifn-nisa Begam and her other two sisters smiled 
indulgently and sent information of this secretly to their elder 
brother. Baliram Jang also communicated this news to Nawwab 
$ahib. The Nawwab laughed at the news and sent the follow- 
ing oral message to his aunt at the palace of his sister through 
Muhammad Ma‘§um and Muhammad Roshan. 

"Nawwab sahib pays his respects and desires to convey the 
news thus ; It is learnt that you have made a litter after the 
model of a mahdddl and had come by that to my sister's house 
intending to accompany the bardt of Abdu’l-Husayn. Congra- 
tulations on that. But I make bold to submit that riding in a 
mahdddl is not suited to your rank. If you still persist in 
doing so, I leave it to your pleasure; men would laugh at it." 

Hazrat Begam sahiba sent the following reply with her 
greetings: "It does not matter. This humble mahdddl is 
superior to the mahdddl of amirs.” Nawwab sahib listened to 
this reply of his aunt and kept quiet. 

As Nawwab ;ahib was indisposed on account of the pain 
caused by the boil in the leg, he could not visit the house of his 
senior sister for three or four days or be present at the 
marriage festivities. He stayed at Nusrat-mahall. At about 
9 o’clock in the night of the bardt day he invited to Fatab- 
diawki l^iwaja 'A§im Khan Bahadur Mubariz Jang, 
Maliku’l-'Ulama Mawlana Abdu’l-Ali §ahib, Alimullah Shah, 
and Sayyid Nurullah for the purpose of tying sehra to tlie 
bridegroom. After the arrival of the bridegroom, the Nawwab 
requested these men at about 12 o’clock in the night, being the 
auspicious hour, to fasten the sehra i then he embraced the 
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bridegroom and gave him leave to go to the house of his mother 
and drink st^rbat. 

Then the bridegroom came out of his mother’s house riding 
on horseback and started in a procession in great state. 
Nawwab Sultanifn-nisa Begam in accordance with the orders of 
the Nawwab, rode on the mahSddl of the sarkSr, while the other 
two sisters followed her in their own litters. Ha^rat Begam 
sahiba went in front of Nawwab Suljtanu’n-nisa Begam riding 
in her own mahaddl. The nieces of the Nawwab rode on three 
or four bahals fitted with canopied litters behind the vehicles of 
the ladies. Thus the bridegroom went in great state with 
many lights proceeding step by step towards Nu§rat-mahall 
to see the exalted Nawwab Amiru’l-Hind Walajah Umdatifl- 
Umara Bahadur. The Nawwab saw his aunt’s vehicle, the new 
mahddSl, and addressed smilingly Amlnu’d-Din Khan Bahadur 
thus: “My exalted aunt is coming by a wonderful vehicle 
along with the procession. She may also come by the same 
sort of conveyance from the b&Qh of the bride on the day of 
jalwa. All would see and laugh at it”. 

Next day the ceremony of jalwa was gone through and in 
the afternoon Nawwab Sulj;anifn-nisa Begam brought the bride 
and bridegroom with great pomp to her house in tlie big bUgh. 
Every one addressed her with expressions of joy on this event. 
Then she went be.fore Nawwab 'Umdatu’l-Umara Bahadur and 
expressed her gratitude to him. 

In the course of marriage festivities of her son, Nawwab 
Sul^nu’n>nisa Begam was displeased with the Nawwab because 
the members of the frang community were not present for the 
marriage. The Nawwab, who recovered from his illness after 
some days, invited his three sisters to Fatah-chawki on the 
occasion of a show by a Chinese man who had come recently 
from China and exhibited marvellous feats. The Nawwfib 
succeeded in a manner to remove the displeasure of Nawwab 
SuljAntfn-nisa ^egam on that occasion. The Nawwab invited 
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the bridegroom Ra'Isi^l-Umara Bahadur and the bride to Fatr.h- 
chaw:]d and on the occasion of the rUnum6i’% ceremony the 
Nawwab gave a parwana granting jdglr to the bride, conferred 
on her the title Nazvwab BSgam sShiba and also presented her 
with an emerald seal-ring. The ring with the words Nawwdb 
BSgam sahiba inscribed on it belonged to his own mother and 
was in possession of his sister. 

Section 10. 

Nawwab ‘Uradatu’l-Umara Bahadur could not, after his 
coronation, visit Nawwab Shiikohtfl-Mulk Nasiru’d-Dawla 
Bahadur for some reason or other and present nadhr to him. 
But he sent it through his son. After some time on the 2nd of 
Shawwal the Nawwab rode a suksdwan in the afternoon and 
went to the house of Nawwab Nasirii’d-Dawla Bahadur in 
Mylapore to wish him a happy and prosperous ‘id of Ramazan. 
He was accompanied by his nephews, while a large crowd made 
up of armed /o«/a«.r, orderlies, chobdars, ghosa-nawds and others 
followed them. The Nawwab reached Mylapore, paid his 
respects to Nawwab Nasiru’d-Dawla Bahadur and presented 
nadhr to him. Nawwab §ahib stayed there for about an hour 
and took leave of his uncle. Nawwab Nasiru’d-Dawla Bahadur 
accompanied Nawwab sahib as far as the staircase and bade 
farewell to him. Nawwab sUhib then visited the zenana, greeted 
the inmates with expressions of joy and returned to his own 
residence. 

Next day Nawwab Nasirtfd-Dawla BahMur returned the 
visit. After meeting Nawwab satiib he visited Nawwab 
Sultanu’n-nisa Begam §ahiba in her house, and returned to his 
own residence. During his lifetime Nawwab Na§Iru’d-Dawla 
Bahadur visited Nu$rat-mahall and Fatah-chawki two or three 
times, and the house of the Sultanifn-nisa Begam once or twice. 

Section 11. 

One day before the *id in the month of Dhu’l-hajj in the 
year 1210 A.H., Nawwab $a^ib visited the ddiVZ-amdra and 

65 


ni-9 



HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC III— Ft. 1 


called for the parwdnas for fd^rs granted by Nawwab Walajah 
to Nawwab Ra'Isifn-nisa Begam and Zebifn-nisa Began), to 
Sul|^ifn-nisa Begam and her two sisters. He kept these 
^ofwdffor.with him and issued new ones, under his own seal to 
confirm the j'Ogir and mattfab and sent the grants through 
Salar Jang Bahadur. Malikifn-nisa Begam sahiba, the second 
sister of Nawwab §al[iib, did not accept, for some reason or 
other, the parwSna sent to her. She returned it with the 
following message : “May Allah, exalted be He, keep you safe 
and sound. Your safety is as good as parw&nas for jSgirs.” 
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PART II. 

1211-1212 A.H. [1796-1797 A.D.] 

First Chapter. 

An account of the building of Fatah-chawki; the grant 
of tenures, titles and tnan^abs to Amirtil-Midk 
Mu^nttnad AH Husayn Khan Bahadur and Siraftll- 
Mulk Abdtfl-Husayn Khan Bahadur and others. 

One day Nawwab ‘Umdatifl-Umara Bahadur W^jah II 
decided to construct a new building in the big garden for his 
own residence. He called Bahram Jang Bahadur, Mir Asad- 
ullah Khan Bahadur and Haji Hafig Maghrib! $ahib and 
expressed himself thus : **I wish to demolish Fatah-chawkX from 
Bagh-i-kuhna and put another building up in the bOah where 
the Walajahl-dartfl-amara is situated.” Then he directed Haj! 
Hafiz Maghrib! sahib to collect together the next day masons, 
carpenters and delvers of the sarkOr, and the order was carried 
out. Early in the morning of the following day, Nawwab 
§ahib came out before breakfast from the palace of his senior 
sister, went on foot accompanied by Bahram Jang Bahadur, 
M!r Asadullah Khan BahMur, and Haj! ^afig Maghrib! §ahib, 
with a view to select a suitable plot on which the new building 
Fatah-chawk! may be constructed. They went as far as the 
vine-arbour near the sweet-water pond, and selected a place 
with a large number of cocoanut trees, which was nearer to the 
palace of his senior sister. 

The Nawrwab then told Bahram Jang and others thus: 
'‘This plot is more suitable for the construction of the edifice 
Fata^-chawk!.” The Bah^ur replied: "Your highness’ deci- 
sion is excellent, but a large number of cocoanut trees have to 
be cut down. It would be preferable if the ptot behind the 
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sweet-water pond is chosen, for it is empty of trees and also 
nearer to Kalas-mahall. But the decision rests with your 
highness. Whatever place is chosen, may Allah exalted be He, 
it will be suitable.” 

The Nawwab said, “My exalted father arranged to cut 
down many cocoanut trees before he began the construction of 
Kalas-mahall.” Then he appointed Sayyid Ibrahim the 
ris&ladSr, and other men directing them to get necessary mate- 
rials from Bagh-i-kuhna for the construction of Fatah- 
chawki. He explained to ^e masons and others the plan of the 
new building with a compound wall. When the actual work of 
construction began, two or three tents were pitched at the 
place, and every day Nawwab §ahib went there in the afternoon 
and guided the workmen with fresh ideas as they struck him. 
During the period of the construction of this new building his 
visits to the alchemy house became few and far between ; once a 
week he visited Bagh-i-kuhna after breakfast and engaged 
himself in the alchemy work. After the new building Fatah- 
chawkl was completed in a few months, the Nawwab took up 
his residence there with great joy and happiness. He got ready 
on the sahn of the new premises, a tile-roofed building for 
the alchemy work and other houses for different works, besides 
some with tiled roofs for the kachahrl and jilaw-khina. One 
more building covered with tiles was got ready behind Fatah- 
chawki for the residence of the mother of Amirifl-Mulk 
Muhammad All Husayn Khan Bahadur. As Fatah-chawki was 
not spacious, the Nawwab got ready, in a short while, a building 
of two floors, called Nu§rat-mahall, for his own dSriil-amdra. 
This building was contiguous to Fatah-chawki and bordered 
on the portion of tiie palace of his senior sister occupied by 
Mag^ribl sa^ib. 

Section 1. 

After Fatah-chawki and Nusrat-mahall were furnished, 
Nawwab $ahib made arrangements to screen one half of the 
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WeldjShi bdgh for the use of the zenana, and invited his 
three sisters and their family for a party in the new buildings. 
The Nawwab had the afternoon dinner with his sisters and dis- 
tributed presents in the zenana. He treated his sisters kindly 
and bestowed upon them gifts. After spending a pleasant day 
the sisters took leave of the Nawwab in the evening. 

Section 2. 

Daily routine of the Nawwab in Fatah-chawkl 

Nawwab sahib got up from his bed early in the morning. 
After attending to the routine duties he rode on a chSrat fol- 
lowed by a trooper and a jama‘ddr; he went as far as Rd^an- 
bagh and at about 7 o’clock returned to Fatah-chawkl. Till 
8 o’clock he sat at the table enjoying his breakfast. Then he 
took his seat in the outer hall opposite to the gate of Fatah- 
chawkl, where ministers, officers, •ulamds, and others were 
present, busied himself till 11 o’clock in listening to petitions and 
representations and issuing orders. After dissolving the 
assembly, he rested for a while in Fatah-chawkl. He woke up, 
worked for a while in the alchemy house and then held the 
darbdr at Kalas-mahall. He broke up the assembly in the after- 
noon and went to the house of his senior sister for dinner. 
Then he returned to Fatah-chawki by suksdwan and sat in the 
outer hall facing west, on a couch fitted with maimed, and 
checked the accounts rendered by Muhammad Ma'sum, for the 
ex^penditure of the daily allowance of one thousand rupees. This 
work kept him busy till 6 o’clock. Then he rode a suksdwan 
followed by ghdza-nawds and went to the house of his senior 
sister. He chatted with his sisters or sometimes played a game 
of chawsar till 8 o’clock and after the gun-shot he returned to 
Fatah-chawki, where he busied himself as usual in writing or 
reading matters important to him, composing verses or reading 
poetical works. At about 12 o’clock he retired to bed in the 
room on the second floor of Fatah-chawki. 
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Section 3. 


The Nawwab held the darbUr one day on the second -floor 
of Kalas-mahall and sat on an ivory couch fitted with makhmal. 
He summoned Salar Jang Bahadur, Bahram Jang Bahadur, 
and Mir Asadullah Khan Bahadur, and invited Aminfl- 
Mulk Muhammad Ali Husa3m Khan Bahadur, and Sirajifl- 
Mulk Abdu’l-Husayn Khan Bahadur. The Nawwab conferr- 
ed on Aminfl-Mulk Bahadur the title Naww&b TsjuUUmara 
UmdatiHl-Mamalik Amiri/l-Mulk with the privilege to the 
mvisic of nawbat, and to wear jawahirit', and appointed him 
to be the khSnsdmSn and the ba khsh l. Riza Nawaz Khan 
was chosen as the n&'ib of Amiru’l-Mulk to look after the affairs 
pertaining to the office of the ba khsh l. Sirajifl-Mulk Bahadur 
was dignified with the title Nawwdb Ra’isHl-UmarS Sarddriil- 
Mamdlik SirdjUl-Mulk with the privilege to yreur jazvdhir&t, and 
was appointed to be the ba^shl of the office of khitdbdt. 
He was also permitted to maintain a risdla comprising five 
hundred armed men. Shuia^t All Khan Bahadur was chosen as 
his nd’ib. The Nawwab got from the royal treasury two 
thousand rupees and presented Amiru’l-Mulk Bahadur and 
Sirajifl-Mulk Bahadur each with one thousand for nadhr and 
other purposes. Each of these Bahadurs presented twenty-one 
tnuhr as nadhr to the Nawwab who sent them in great state to 
the houses of his sisters to offer them nadhr. 

Next day the Nawwab conferred titles on his other nep- 
hews. The title iH^ddUd-Dawla was bestowed upon Na§Ir 
Jang Bahitdur; Majdrid-Dawla Bahddur on Muzaffar Jang; 

on Jaladat Jang Bahadur; Ndfirtid-Dawla on 
I'ti§am Jang Bahadur, and each one of them was honoured with 
the manfab of 4,000. Mr. Barret was honoured with the title 
Major, Rai Khub Chand with the titles Bahddur and Rdi 
Rdydn, and Hanmant Rai with Rdi Bahddur. Some mutofod^ 
dis and officers were favoured with the titles Khdn. Bahddur 
and Rdi. 
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Second Chapter. 

• An account of the letter that arrived from the English 
king confirming the title to the succession of Nawwib 
Vmdattil-Umard BahSdur along zvith a portrait, 
a szvord, and a medallion of the English prince ; the 
Nazuwdb appoints Mr. Barret to he the dizvSn, confers 
on him the title Colonel, and presents pSnddn to him; 
the death of the zvife of Sayfvll-Mulk BahSdur, and the 
affair of Ja'far All. 

By the grace of AUMi, when the letter from the English 
king reached the Governor in Council at Madras, Lord Hobart 
Bahadur sent a note to Nawwab sahib on the 19th of 
Jumadiu’th-thanl, 1211 A.?I. [19th December, 1796] informing 
him of the arrival of a letter and presents from England. 
Immediately after learning the news, the Nawwab prostrated 
joyfully as a token of submission and thanksgiving to Allah. 
Then he communicated this happy news to his sisters. He 
invited Salar Jang Bahadur and Bahram Jang Bahadur and told 
them that he was rejoiced to hear the news of the arrival of 
the letter and presents from England and expressed thus: 
**By the grace of the eternal Lord, a letter has arrived from 
‘the Prince of Wales’ (English king?)i my kind friend and 
affectionate brother. I wish to take delivery of it on the 
auspicious Friday, the 20th of this month, at about ten in the 
morning at the WalSfShi dSriil-amSra”. Then he ordered 
a note to be written to Lord Hobart about that. 

He gave orders to Salar Jang and other officers that the 
dizvan-kliSna of the dSnfl-amSra should be furnished on 

(I) King George 111, was acth'c and steady in the year 1796, and bis 
eldest son was not acting then as regent. His eldest son, the Prince of Wales, 
afterwardsGeorgelV, was regent during the insanity of his father in 1788 
when he recovered before the regency bill was passed, and from 1811 till the 
death of George III in 1820. 

The Prince of Wales always kept up a rival Court with great pomp at 
Chrlton House. 
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Thursday with carpets, bSndt, masnad, canopy, couch, and 
chairs taken from all the offices to provide accommodatioa for 
all the frang sard&rs who might come to deliver the letter, and 
that arrangements should be made to distribute pdn, flowers, 
•itr and other things suggestive of the joyful occasion. The 
mlr-munshi of the FSrsi-diriil-inshS was instructed to write 
letters to all the members of the royal family, the nobles and 
officers inviting them to put on rich dress and be present in the 
ddrtll-am&ra at the appointed time. 

Then he directed Bahram Jang Bahadur to arrange to get 
together early in the morning all the paraphernalia for a state 
drive, to put a silken chair in the royal howdah and send these 
at 8 o’clock to the residence of the Governor so that the letter of 
the English king might be brought in that howdah to the dSniU 
antSra; to fire a salute of twenty -one guns on the arrival of the 
letter to the bagh, a salute of twenty-one guns after reading the 
letter and a salute of nineteen guns at the time of the Gover- 
nor’s arrival to and departure from the bagh. Bahram Jang 
Baliadur carried out all these instructions. 

On the morning of the 23rd, when the sun tore the veil of 
darkness and shed light on the earth and sky, Nawwab sahib 
put on rich robes, decked himself with jewels, glittering arms, 
and a tassel of priceless pearls on his turban. At about 
9 o'clock in the morning, he drove from Fatah-chawki to the 
diwdn-khSna of the dirtil-amSra which was thronged with all 
officers, nobles, munshts, mutafaddis, servants and others; he 
ari;anged a relay of troopers between his big bSgh and the bagh 
of the Governor to bring information about the party which 
carried the letter. In this manner the Nawwab waited for the 
arrival of the letter. In the meanwhile news came about the 
departure of the party carrying the letter from the garden of the 
Governor and in a short while the letter, the portrait of the 
* prince’ and presents which were carried on the howdah, 
entered the bdgh in great state, accompanied by members of the 
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council and others. Immediately a salute of guns was fired from 
the hagh and the fort. The howdah, where the son of Lord 
Hobart sat holding the letter, made a halt in front of the dlwan- 
khdna, when NTawwab sahib went towards it. Lord Hobart and 
other sarddrs who came by chdrats, alighted from their carriages 
outside the door of the diwdn-khdna, and advanced to the 
howdah. Lord Hobart took the letter from his son, went into 
the dlwdn-khdna and delivered it to Mr. Faknari who was by the 
side of the masnad. Then he opened the box and took out the 
medallion and the sword. He decorated the Nawwab's neck with 
the medallion and added lustre to Nawwab's hand by placing on 
it the sword. Then the order was given to read aloud the letter. 
Mr. F^nar stood on the chawkl furnished with makhmod and 
read out the letter. Then the Governor handed over to the 
Nawwab the Persian version of the letter. The Nawwab gave 
that to Rai Khub Chand Bahadur the mtr-tnunshi, and ordered 
him to read it. Rai IGiub Chand Bahadur stood upon the same 
chawki, read it eloquently and then resumed his seat. Imme* 
diately after this a salute of guns also sounded in the bdah, 
in the army quarters of the sarkdr and the company. Lord 
Hobart and other sarddrs congratulated the Nawwab on this happy 
event.'^ Then the Governor brought the box that contained the 
portrait of the Prince, and showed it to him. Immediately the 
Nawwab ordered his men to suspend iton the eastern wall of the 
diwdn-khdna. He very much commended the merits of the 
'prince' ; he touched the portrait with his hand and said "Thanks 
to Allah, by the kindness of this affectionate brother the letter 
confirming my title to the throne reached me soon". Then 
Nawwab §a^ib sat upon the masnad and received nadhr. After 
the distribution of flower, '(|r, and pdn, all the /ran^ sarddrs sxid 
others took leave of the Nawwab. Then he rode the mahddOl in 
great state accompanied by Ra'isu’l-Umara Bahadur and Tajtfl- 

(1) He may be identified with Major Fitzgerald who was the confidential 
clerk o£ the Nawwab. 
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Umara Bahadur and visited the Walajahl mosque to say the 
fumb prayer. After finishing the prayer, he went to the palace 
of his senior sister. He received nadhr from all his three sisters 
and others, and distributed large presents in her palace. In 
the afternoon Nawwab Shukohtfl-Mulk Bahadur visited the 
Nawwab and felicitated him on the happy news. Ha^rat Begam 
sahiba also shed lustre on the company by her presence and 
prayed for long life and prosperity of the Nawwab. Sayfifl- 
Mulk Bahadur also presented his nadhr with expressions of joy 
on the occasion. 


Section 1. 

The date prescribed for the payment of the qist to the 
company drew near and there were only four or five days left. 
Nawwab sahib how-much-so ever tried to find money, but it was 
of no avail. He sent information to Mubariz Jang Bahadur 
thus: **The gist has to be paid to the company in four or five 
days' time. I could not do anything. If you could manage it 
by any means, I will feel great joy.” Mubariz Jang appeared 
before the Nawwab and submitted as follows : "I tried all means. 
As there are outstanding debts from the days of Nawwab 
Muhammad AH Walajah, the bankers desire fresh securities and 
they will not lend money without them.” On hearing this news, 
Nawwab s^ib became more pensive, went to the house of his 
senior sister and told her that the time for the payment of the 
gist to the company was drawing near and Mubariz Jang 
Bahadur could not manage it. But his sister also feigned 
ignorance. In the meanwhile Mr. Barrett, who had taken the 
Chinese ghflfiyal for repairs, brought it and communicated the 
news of his arrival to the Nawwab. Nawwab sal^ib came oiit, 
received the ghariyBl and felt very happy. But Mr. Barrett 
noticed signs of anxiety and deep thought in the face of 
Nawwab $a^ib, and made bold to enquire of him about it. 
The Nawwab replied : 
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"My friend! what shall 1 say? I am in a fix. How to ex- 
press myself? By the grace of the eternal Lord, everything 
turned up as I expected ; but some mischief-makers look out for 
an opportunity to bring shame upon me in my relationship with 
the Company. It happens thus: the time prescribed for the pay- 
ment of the gist to the company is fast approaching. If it is 
not paid in time, it will bring discredit upon me. Mubariz Jang 
Bahadur has spoken clearly on the subject; my sister also is 
apathetic. I am very much agitated and worried about this, for 
I shall appear a breaker of promise in the eyes of the govern- 
ment, and misunderstanding will arise between the Company and 
myself. Certainly this should not be. Many matters in which 
I have interest, are on the tapis of the English king and the 
Company, and non-payment of the gist will be to the prejudice 
of my rights.” 

Mr. Barrett submitted : "It is a great wonder that Mubariz 
Jang Bahadur, in spite of his high position, cannot find the 
means to provide with the money needed. But the Nawwab has 
simply to give an order to anybody that it should be done and 
the power derived from his majestic order will remove a thou- 
sand worries in the twinkling of an eye.” 

Nawwab sahib was very much pleased by this reply and 
said, "You are wise, sagacious, and learned. I am sure you can 
manage this work.” Mr. Barrett replied, "I am your old loyal 
servant. If the order is given, the gist money will be paid a day 
before the appointed date, and the receipt of payment from the 
company’s treasury will be brought to you.” Nawwab §a^ib 
was very much pleased to hear that assurance, and felt very 
happy. Then he said, "Mr. Barrett, if you can manage this affair 
it will give me great joy, while it will make my enemies look 
black. By the grace of Allah you will be appointed diwdn’*. 

Then Mr. Barrett paid obeisance and took leave of the 
Nawwab. Mr. Barrett succeeded in his endeavour to get an 
English banker as surety for the payment of the gis^ in the 
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treasury of the Company, secured the treasury receipt for the 
amount paid and brought it to the Nawwab. As soon as the 
Nawwab saw the receipt, he was delighted and rejoiced at it. 
He embraced him, applauded and praised him. Then said the 
Nawwab, “You alone could do it, and you are the man. From 
to-day you are the representative of my authority". Mr. Barrett 
paid obeisance and returned home. 

The Nawwab sahib commended the merits of Mr. Barrett in 
the darh&r, in the house of his senior sister and in other places 
thus: “None of my officers can make arrangements for the 
payment of the qist to the Company. But one Chatta-pOsh made 
arrangements for it, brought to me the treasury receipt for the 
payment of the gist to the Company. In return for this service 
I made him the agent of my kingdom, and in future this 
Chattakar shall look after the affairs of my government. 

Section 2. 

Next day at about 10 o’clock in the morning, Nawwab 
sahib visited Humayiln-mahall and ordered Mir Asadullah Khan 
Bahadur that he should immediately send for Mr. Barrett. In 
obedience to the order the Bahadur presented Mr. Barrett to him. 
Then the Nawwab advised Mr. Barrett, as required by convention, 
conferred on him tlie title Colonel Barrett BahSdur and granted 
him a jSglr, a pSndan in token of the grant, appointed him to 
be the dlwdn and presented him with a dignified ^ilht and a 
white dushala of great value. A Imkm-nama signed by the 
Nawwab was granted to Mr. Barrett confirming his appointment. 
Colonel Barrett, who was thus honoured with the man^ah and 
appointment, submitted 125 ashrafi as nadhr. 

In accord mcewith the order of the Nawwab, Colonel Barrett 
had his office in the big diwdn-khSna. His room was opposite 
to the gate of Kalas-maball. He appointed Rai Reddi Raoi and 

(1) Rii Reddi Rao served as the Sarishtaddr of the NawwSb. He was 
implicated in a charge of having forged the Carnatic loan bonds in roii ngjon 

76 



Ch. 2-COLONEL BARRETT ACTS AS DIWAN 

Rai Anaad Rao^ as pishkdrs and enjoined on Rai Khub Chand 
the .mir-munshi, that he should be present by his side. 
He furnished his own room with an almirah, some chairs and a 
table with drawers and locks — all taken from the kSrkhdna of 
the sarkOr. He presented himself at the morning darh&r from 
10 o'clock to 12 o’clock, and spent the rest of the day in the 
diwan-khOna of Kalas-mahall. After the completion of Fatah- 
chawki. Colonel Barrett presented himself at the morning darhar 
in the darvll-attidra of the chawki’, after meeting the Nawwab, 
he sat in the vestibule of Fatah-chawki and attended to the 
affairs of the government. When the Nawwab held the evening 
darbSr from 6 o’clock to 8 o’clock. Colonel Barrett waited for him 
from sunset at the palace of Nawwab Sultanu’n-nisa Begam, in 
the green-chair room of the Nawwab. At about? o’clock in the 
evening, the Nawwab left Fatah-chawk! and went as usual to 
his room in the palace of his sister. He took his seat on the 
green chair and discussed with Colonel Barrett the affairs of the 
government for about an hour. Then the Nawwab entered the 
palace of his sister. Colonel Barrett ordered the munshls and 
others attached to the darhar to close their kachahri in the 
dlwSn-khana of Ra’isu’l-Umaia at 8 p.m. and himself returned 
home. All the munshls. mutofoddls, and others were obedient 
to the Colonel and were attentive to their duties. Nawwab 
§ahib did not consult anyone except Colonel Barrett on matters 
of government. 

One day the Nawwab expressed to Bahram Jang Bahadur 
and Mir Asadullah Khan Bahadur thus: **The Creator has 
bestowed favour on my administration, by reason of which 
my authority is maintained and peace of mind is secured. 
Colonel Barrett Bahadur is a brilliant man, sagacious and 
ingenious; he cleverly contrived to pay the gist to the 

with Mr. Battley, the English secretary to the Nawwab and was committed 
to trial before the Supreme Court (1807—8 A.D.) 

(1) Rai Anand Rao was the brother of RSi Reddi Rao. 
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Company and paid the stipulated amount into the treasury of the 
Company in a short while.” Bahram Jang Bahadur submitted 
to the Nawwab, “Your highness' opinion is excellent.” 

The exalted Anilru’l-Hind Walajah Nawwab ‘Umdattfl- 
Umara Bahadur out of nobleness of mind conferred distinction 
on his officers, servants and others by granting them good situa- 
tions, according to the rank and status of each person. He 
appointed suitable men to be fawjd&rs and Timils in the taluks of 
the Carnatic. Colonel Barrett Bahadur also was honoured 
with the grant of jaglrs and titles. 

Section 3. 

On the occasion of the marriage of Majdifd-Dawla 
Bahadur, Nawwab 'Umdatii’l-Umara Bahadur visited one day the 
palace of Maliku’n-nisa Begam sahiba and endeavoured to 
remove the misunderstanding that had come in between them for 
some reason or other. She had declined, on account of the 
misunderstanding, to accept thepamdna for jaglr granted by the 
Nawwab. He advised and comforted her; he showed her great 
kindness by giving her a parwana for jdgir and presenting her 
with ten thousand rupees for the expenses of the marriage 
and two thousand rupees to humour ber. He appointed Salar 
Jang Bahadur to make everything ready for the marriage. 
Seeing the kindness and favour of her brother, Malikn’n-nisa 
Begam cleaned the sorrow-stricken mind with the wave of 
her sisterly affection. She accepted the parwdna and the cash. 
She spoke lovingly to her brother for some time and sent him 
away. 

Muhammad! Begam, the daughter of Maliki^n-nisa Begam, 
was married to the writer of this chronicle three years before 
the demise of Nawwab Muhammad All Walajah Bahadur. The 
marriage was celebrated in a grand style at a cost of forty- 
thousand rupees, under the supervision of Ifti^ani’d-Dawla 
Bahadur. On the day of the marriage ceremony Nawwab 
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Muhammad All Walajah rebuked I f tikhartfd-Dawla Bahadur 
for his extravagance. But Nawwab ‘Umdatu’l-LTmara Bahadur 
intervened in this affair and procured pardon for Iftikharu’d- 
Dawla Bahadur who was then enabled to go with the bride- 
groom during the shab gasht. 

The marriage of Ma jdu’d-Dawla Bahadur with the daughter 
of Nawwab Sayfu’l-Mulk Bahadur! was settled. Salar Jang and 
others made everything ready for the marriage, in accordance 
with the plan of Nawwab sahib. After obtaining the permis- 
sion of the Nawwab, Maliku’n-nisa Begam sahiba took steps to 
furnish and decorate the tn&nja-khdna through Iftikharu’d- 
Dawla Bahadur in his own dltuan-khdna. Every plan was 
carried into effect. On the day of shah gasht Nawwab sahib 
accompanied by his nobles paid a visit to the house of the bride, 
remained there for the ceremony of jalwa and bestowed honour 
on the party. 


Section 4. 

Badru’n-nisa Begam sahiba, the daughter of Nawwab 
Shukohu’l-Mulk Bahadur, and the wife of Nawwab Sayfu’l- 
Mulk Bahadur was taken ill when she heard the news 
that Husamu’d-Dawla Ghulam Riza Khan, her youngest 
son, went away to Nattharnagar to see his wife without inform- 
ing his parents. She was shocked at this news and in a period 
of one week she passed away on the 14th of Sha'ban in the 
year 1211 A.H. Nawwab ‘Umdatn’l-U’mara Bahadur paid two 
thousand rupees for the funeral expenses. The coffin was sent 
to Nattharnagar with great honours, in accordance with the 
wishes of Sayfu’l-Mulk Bahadur. Nawwab sahib expressed 
sympathy with Sayfu’l-Mulk Bahadur and told him as follows: 
**Do not give way to grief. I shall send for Husamu’d-Dawla 
from Nattharnagar.” After he had consoled Sayfifl-Mulk 
Bahadur, the Nawwab returned home with his sisters and others. 


(1) He was one of the sons of Naww&b Muhammad All Walajah. 
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He gave orders at the FarsUdanll-insha that an ‘inSyat-nStna 
should be sent by dak to Husamu’hMulk Bahadur at Natthar- 
nagar with the following contents: '‘Husamu’d-Dawla, your 
son-in-law, ran away from here to see his wife without inform- 
ing his parents. He has gone over to your place. He must be 
sent back to Madras immediately after thtfatiha for his mother 
on the third day." 

When this ‘indyat-nania reached |Iusamu’l-Mulk, he sent 
Husamu’d-Dawla to Madras soon after the fatiha on the third 
day was over. 

Husamu’d-Dawla reached Madras in a short time, took up 
his residence at R5shan-bagh and conveyed the news of his 
arrival to Nawwab §ahib. The Nawwab rejoiced at the news 
and communicated it to Sayfifl-Mulk Bahadur through a 
trooper. Then he took a pencil and wrote in his own hand the 
following note to the author of this book. 

“To 

“§ahibu’d-Dawla Karim Miyan, most precious son ! May 
he enjoy long life and prosperity! 

“By the grace of Allah, exalted be He, Husamn’d-Dawla, 
the pleasant youth, youngest son of Sayfu’l-Mulk Bahadur, has 
come from Nattharnagar as desired by me. He is residing at 
Roshan-bagh. I intend to send you tomorrow to bid him 
welcome. It behoves you to get the permission of your mother 
and junior aunt and present yourself at Fatah-chawki. Allah is 
with us all. 

“Ghulam gusayn ‘Umdatu’l-Umara Amiru’l-Hind Wala- 
jah." 

Nawwab sahib entrusted this letter to Sayyid Ibrahim, 
and directed him thus : — “Deliver this letter to l^ahibifd-Dawla. 
Inform my second sister on my behalf that the youngest son of 
Sayfn’l-Mulk Bahadur has come from Nattharnagar and is 
residing at Roshan-bagh. I wish to send her son-in-law, who 
is younger in age, to bid him welcome ; she should also give 
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him permission to go, and, before he goes, she should ask him to 
present himself before me." The risaladdr delivered the letter 
to me, the indigent person, and communicated the oral message 
to the Nawwab's sister. The noble mother of this author learnt 
the contents of the Nawwab's letter and asked me to take 
the permission of my aunt and go. 

Nawwab Maliktfn-nisa Begam ;ahiba sent the following 
oral reply to Nawwab $ahib : 

“My dear brother, 

“1 send my greetings to you. Your idea is excellent. We 
have the greatest respect for it. But Husamu’d-Dawla takes 
pride in being the grandson of Nawwab Muhammad All 
Walajah Bahadur. If some one of adequate rank and mansab 
is chosen, it will conduce to his happiness. Although §ahibu’d- 
Dawla, the prosperous son, is not in the first degree, yet he has 
also the pride of place. He is your sister’s son, and also takes 
pride in being your slave. You may do as you please. Whom- 
soever you may choose, it will confer dignity upon him." 

The ris&lad&r went before the Nawwab and conveyed the 
message of his sister. The Naww&b wrote on a piece of paper 
the following verse and sent it with a message to the house of 
his sister at about 9 o'clock in the night. 

“Those who pride themselves on ancestry 
Are verily the dogs that are contented with bones." 

'Ihe following message of the Nawwab was conveyed to 
his sister by the rtsdladar : 

“By the grace of Allah, I have decided to send to your 
palace a suksSwan carved with the design of a lion's head, two 
armed pahras, two troopers, six bandOrs, besides qhdsa-nawdg, 
and six orderlies for the transport of your son-in-law. Please 
send him quickly to that place, so that he may escort Husamtfd- 
Dawla from R5shan-bagh to our presence at Nu$rat-ma^all 
in Bagh-i-khass. 


III-Xl 
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Maliku’n-nisa Begam listened to the communication of 
Nawwab ;ahib and sent the following message with her greet- 
ings and salutations. 

"$ahibud-Dawla, the prosperous son, will faithfully carry 
out the orders of the Nawwab.” 

Next morning at about 7 o’clock this obedient servant 
went to Roshan-bagh in great state, took I|usamu’d-Dawla 
in his company and presented him to the Nawwab at Nu§rat- 
mahall in Bagh-i-khass. The Nawwab rebuked Husamu’d- 
Dawla and sent him along with Bahram Jang to the house of 
Sayfifl-Mulk Bahadur. Bahram Jang Bahadur was instructed 
that he should tie Qusamtfd-Dawla’s hands together with a 
rumOl before he introduced him to his father, and let him lie at 
the feet of his parent while Bahram Jang should say on behalf 
of the Nawwab thus: **1 have taken to task this guilty person. 
Now I am sending him to you. Allah is the real Forgiver; He 
forgives all sinners. 1 shall be happy if you can pardon this 
offender.” Bahram Jang carried out the instructions. Sayfu’l- 
Mulk Bahadur also forgave his son for his offence. 

Section 5. 

On Wednesday, the 2nd of ^a'ban, Nawwab sahib came 
out of Fatah-chawkI to have his customary drive. The 
chawkidSrs paid their obeisance. Suddenly Ja'far Ali, one of 
the chawkidars, drew his sword, came nearer to the Nawwab 
in the twinkling of an eye, caught hold of the Nawwab’s skirt 
and took aim at him. But Muhammad Ibrahim, the jama'd&r, 
hastened to him and removed the sword out of the hand of 
Ja'far Ali. In the course of this act, Muhammad Ibrahim was 
injured in his hand. In the meanwhile, other orderlies also 
came, tore off the portion of the Nawwab’s garment that was in 
the hand of Ja'far All, led the Nawwab inside Fata^-chawld, 
and closed its doors. Then Ja'far Ali was taken into custody. 
This news spread everywhere in the town, 
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Nawwab is^iib honoured Muhammad Ibrahim by appoint- 
ing him to be a ^Hbaddr. Orders were given that all the 
doors of the bagh should be closed, and neither the guard nor 
any other person be allowed to get into the high. This order 
remained in force for two or three days. A large number of 
relatives, officers and others stayed for about a week or ten 
days at Fatah-chawki in the presence of the Nawwab. After 
some days Nawwab $ahib summoned Ja'far Ali and made 
enquiries about his conduct. Bahr&m Jang was appointed to- 
enquire into the case. Bahram Jang and TaqI Ali Khan called 
Ja'far All and told him thus: "If you give out the true facts, 
it will be belter for you ; else you will suffer severe imprison- 
ment.” 

Ja'far Ali submitted : "Whether you believe me or noti I 
shall submit the facts as they are : 

"Ashraf Ali, on behalf of Ali Husayn Khan reported that 
if the exalted Nawwab Sayfifl-Mulk Bahadur comes to the 
throne, every one of the sayyids will be appointed to good 
situations and we can lead comfortable lives. Under this 
regime, we suffer extreme {x>verty and death is better than 
starvation. Muhibb Ali and Muhammad Ali were also present 
at that time. This was the motive that induced this slave to 
act. I came with the idea that death is better than starva- 
tion. This slave who has not the strength to endure hunger 
may be punished with death. The intention of this slave was 
not to kill the Nawwab.” 

Bahram Jang stated full particulars about Ja'far Ali to 
Nawwab §ahib who flew into a rage and said : 

"If Sayfu’i-Mulk has the desire lo come to the throne after 
me, it is a vain hope. I intend my son for the throne ; Sayfu’l- 
Mulk intends that the throne is for him; my senior sister has in 
mind that her son is meant for the throne after me; and the 
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frangs are waiting for their opportunity.! But it be as 
the supreme Ruler wills.” 

Then he directed Bahram Jang Bahadur that Ja'far Ali, 
Muhibb All, Ashraf All and Muhammad Ghawth. should be 
bound in chains and led to Chandragiri; that one jama‘ddr, 
and two armed guards, should be sent along with one or two 
miy&na to take All Husayn Khan as prisoner, put him in the 
miyOna, and lead him captive beyond the boundaries of the river 
Krishna, with the warning that he must not return to this land 
lest he should be put in bonds. In accordance with the order, 
Bahram Jang imprisoned Ja'far All and others and banished 
AH Husayn Khan from the town. 

Then Nawwab $ahib summoned Mir Asadullah Khan 
Bahadur and ordered him to communicate the following message 
to Sayfu’l-Mulk Bahadur. ”You have set your mind on the 
throne. It is vain to do so. If you cling to that idea it will 
prove that you are ungrateful to the Almighty Lord. It is 
better to put out of your mind such useless ideas. Else it will 
bring shame upon you.” 

On hearing this rebuke, Sayfifl-Mulk Bahadur, took with 
him a copy of the holy QurSn, went to the house of Sultantfn- 
nisa Begam $ahiba with great apprehensions, and denied the 
charges. When Nawwab §ahib visited that place, Sayfi^l-Mulk 
Bahadur swore solemnly by the holy Quran that he was innocent, 
and made himself clear of suspicion. He fell at the feet of 
Nawwab §ahib, who raised him from his feet, embraced him 
and said : "Surely, you will not have such intentions. But AH 
Husayn Khan, your companion, is a mischievous man. I will not 
forgive him.” Sayful-Mulk Bahadur submitted: "Your 

(1) Naww§b Mubammad Al! WiISjSh Bahadur and Nawwab ‘Umdattfl- 
UmarS BahSdur, his son and successor, were suspected by the British to have 
entertained feelings of friendship with Tippu Sultan of Mysore, since 17S12. 
As this suspicion gained strength from the year 1796, the desire of the British 
to take over the entire administration of the territories under the Nawwab 
was more distinctly pronounced. 
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Majesty’s pleasure. This slave will be always obedient to you." 
Yet, the Nawwab was reserved with him, and showed to him 
courtesy as required by convention. 

Third Chapter. 

The revolt of the army against Qutbtid-Din KhSn the 
ba khsh i: the appointment of Hnsamiil-Mulk BahSdur 
as subaddr of Muhammadpur ; grant of mansabs and 
situations to officers', the building of Mubdrak-chawki, 
known later on as Rdshan-chazvkt; the birth of 
Muhammadi-miydn ; and reasons for payment of the 
gist to the Company by the sarkdr. 

As monthly allowances were not paid to the jazvdns in 
charge of Qutbu’d-Din Khan for about six months, they peti- 
tioned to the ^an for the settlement of arrears. But the 
Khan was evading with some excuse or other. The jawdns, who 
were suffering from extreme poverty, decided upon revolt.^ On 
the morning of the 22nd of Muharram in the year 1212 A.H., 
they brought out cannons from the armoury, placed two on the 
red gale, and two on the big gate, and looked out for Qutbu’d- 
Din Khan. 

The ^an rode his horse and was going to the darbdr. 
The jawdns unseated him from horseback and took him in their 
custody. They seated him on t!ie cannon and dragged it round 
the bdzdr and streets for two or three days and thus degraded 
and disgraced him. Then they brought him to the gate of the 
b dah, and kept him as a captive. The access to the bdgh was 
impossible till the revolt which continued for three or four days 
was over. 


(1) Such tumults followed by riotingr on the part of the sepoys for the 
settlement of arrears of pay were common not only in the Carnatic, but also 
in other Indian darbars, like Haydarabad, Kashmir, Nepal and other places. 
See R. Temple : Journals kept in Hyderabad, Kashmir and Nepal, Vol. I, 
Introduction, p. 16 (1887). 
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When the information about the revolt of the army reach* 
ed his ears, the Nawwab sought of the Company an army to 
protect himself. The army was encamped in the garden, and 
the doors of the garden were ordered to be closed. Every day 
one hundred hun was paid as hhatta for the maintenance of 
the army through Ri?a Nawaz Khan, the ha khsh l. There 
was no prospect of suppression of the revolt unless by payment 
of the arrears. So the Nawwab gave an order that the trea- 
surer should furnish the necessary amount from the treasury to 
be distributed to the jawans through Sayyid Muhiyyi^d- 
Din Nawaz Kh an the ris&lad&r and Sayyid Makhdum the 
risdladSr, who would get receipts for the payment. The trea- 
surer executed the order and liberated Qu|bu’d-Dln Khan from 
captivity. The Kh an went before the Nawwab weeping out 
thus: “It is not decent or respectable for this slave to live in 
this town any longer. Please permit me to go to the holy 
Makka.” Nawwab §ahib comforted him, presented him with 
a green dusli&la from his wardrobe and conferred on him the 
title Himmat Jang Bahadur. 

Section 1. 

Nawwab Husamu’l-Mulk Bahadur was often trying to get 
the post of subad&r of Muhammadpur through the mediation 
of Colonel Barrett. The Colonel represented frequently to the 
Nawwab that Husamu’l-Mulk Bahadur may be appointed as 
sUbadar. Nawwab sa^ib called Nawwab Husamtfl-Mulk 
Bahadur on the 14th of Rabi'ifl-awwal in the year 1212 A.H., 
to the darbdr, gave him the appointment, presented him with 
khUht. and jaw&hirit. Nawwab Husamifl-Mulk Bahadur pre- 
sented uadhr to the Nawwab and then submitted : “Murta^a 
^usayn Khan hopes that your highness will bestow favours on 
him, that he will be dignified with the titles BahSdur and Jang 
and be permitted to wear jawdhirdt, play nawbat and ride on an 
elephant in a canopied litter.” The Nawwab smiled indulgently 
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and said "My brother! this is not easy or free from difficulties. 
If he could present to me five thousand htm as nadhr, he may 
indeed be dignified with such honours. Nawwab Husamtfl- 
Mulk consented to this proposal of the Nawwab. Next day he 
presented himself at the darb&r in Fatah-chawki and submitted 
thus to the Nawwab: "Vour slave is ready with nadhr. as desir- 
ed by you. May your highness be pleased to look upon him 
with kindness." The Nawwab took into account the recom- 
mendations of Colonel Barrett Bahadur and the feelings of 
Nawwab Husamu’l-Mulk Bahadur. So he conferred on 
Murta^a Husayan Khan the title Muiizzam Jang Bahadur, 
permitted him to wear jaw&hirat, ntm-dsiin, and rumSl, to ride 
on an elephant in a canopied litter, and to play nawbat. The 
Nawwab also appointed him to be the nS’ib fUbadar of Muham- 
madpur. 


Section 2. 

Sometime later Nawwab Husamu’l-Mulk Bahadur, in con- 
sideration of the kindness of Colonel Barrett who always 
endeavoured to recommend him to the Nawwab's favour, pur- 
chased Mubarak-bag^ from the Colonel. He renovated the 
building and furnished it with adornments. Then one day he 
invited Nawwab sahib, his sisters, nephews, and others to a 
sumptuous meal in the morning. Different sorts of dishes were 
made, fruits from all parts were procured, and the whole thing 
was done in good style. Thousands of rupees were spent by 
way of presents to the servants of the Nawwab. The Nawwab 
$a]t^b was very much delighted with it. He spent two hours 
pleasantly in the bdgh after the morning food. Then he ate his 
evening meal in the company of his sisters and then returned to 
his own residence. 

Later on, Husamifl-Mulk Bahadur bestowed Mubarak- 
chawld upon his daughter-in-law, the wife of Mu|ahhar AH 
Khan, as a gift 
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Section 3. 

One day Nawwab $a^ib started out of Humayun-mahall 
after dissolving the darhUr, intending to go to the house of his 
second sister. When he reached the pool behind the diwSn- 
khdna of Kalas-ma^all facing Sabz*banglat the idea to construct 
an wooden building at that place came to the Nawwid). 
Immediately he called the Phulchery mlstrl and other masons 
of the sarkir, and explained to them the plan of the building. 
He directed Muhammad Ma'$um to bring cash for the purpose 
of purchasing the necessary building materials. When the money 
was brought, he entrusted it with Sayyid Ibrahim the ^baddr 
and enjoined on him and the Pulcheri mistri that they should 
quickly complete the building. In accordance with the instruc- 
tions of the Nawwab, Sayyid Ibrahim and others finished their 
work in a short time. After the completion of the building, the 
Nawwab frequently went there after dissolving the darbar at 
Humayun-mahall and stayed there a long time. He got ready a 
small boat providing accommodation for ten or twelve men, and 
left it in the pool. At noon he made some men row in that 
boat and enjoyed the taraasha. As this new building was con- 
tiguous to the house of his second sister, the Nawwab visited 
her house frequently. By the grace of Allah, one day the 
Nawwab made arrangements for the screening of the area from 
the house of his second sister and his last sister and from the 
diwdn-thdna of Kalas-mahall as far as the gate of Chdrat- 
khdna : he invited his sisters and others at about 8 o'clock 

in the morning, had breakfast with them, and spent the whole 
day in seeing the boat-tamasha and other tamashas. Then he 
gave away large presents. 

The Nawwab told his second sister thus : “This building 
is put up here because it is nearer to your house.’* 

“When the ridge-piece was put, I tied to the beam a red 
piece of cloth with rice and other things in it. Of the 
dustfila, one I gave to the ddrugha, the other to the tnisiriJ' 



Ch. 3— birth of MUHAM MADI MIYAN 

The sister told the Nawwab in reply: “May AllHh 
exalted be He, make you fortunate in this new building! May 
it be agreeable to you ! May Allah grant you long life and 
happiness/* 

As soon as the Nawwab heard his sister utter the word 
MubSrak (Fortunate) he said, “I give the name Mubdrak-chawki 
to this building, because you mentioned that word in your 
talk.” 

The royal repast was brought from his own palace and 
from the house of his sister. They all had their afternoon 
dinner. Then the sisters took leave of the Nawwab while he 
went to Fatah-chawki. The Nawwab sent for Taju’l-Umara 
Bahadur and enjoined on him as follows : 

“Every morning after breakfast you should go to Mubarak- 
chawkl with your friends and teachers and remain there till the 
time of after-noon-prayer.** 

In obedience to the order of his father, Taju’l-Umara 
Bahadur spent his time in Mubarak-chawki from 9 o’clock in 
the morning till evening, and then returned. Sometimes 
Nawwab sahib also visited that place. 

Nawwab §ahib intended that Mubarak-chawki should 
excel the dlwdn-kh&na of Kalas-mahall. But he had neither the 
time nor the opportunity to carry out his plan. 

Section 4. ^ 

Muhammad! Miyan, the son of the author of this chronicle, 
was bom at 7o'clock in tbe morning of the 18th Rabi'ifl-awwal, 
1212 A.H. in the house of Nawwab Malikifn-ntsa Begam 
$i][iiba, his grand-mother. As the child was born in the 7th 
month, Nawwab Maliktfn-nis& Begam s&hiba was very much 
worried. She inquired of every one about the case of a child 
bom in the 7th month, whether there would be any trouble for 
that child. 


111—12 


89 



HISTORY OF THE HAWWABS OP THE CARNATIC IH-Pr. II 

All her sisters tried in whatsoever manner to meet her 
doubts adequately, yet Malikif n-nisa Begam did not find satisfac- 
tion in their explanations. Nawwab sahib also stayed at her 
house with his sisters, and spoke consolatory words to her. 

When fMkims visited the house, Nawwab ‘Umdattfl-Umara 
Bahadur called Mubariz Jang Bahadur and said to him: 
“Console Malikifn-nisa Begam. She is subjected to severe 
strain of mental pain, because of the birth of the child in the 
seventh month." 

The Bahadur sent the following message to Maliku’n-nisa 
Begam : “Exalted Begam $ahiba ! You should not give way 
to grief or doubt. Many babies are born in the seventh month; 
this slave also was born in the seventh month. You need not 
have any anxiety. A male child born in the eighth month does 
not live." Begam sahiba was comforted a little by the asser- 
tions of Mubariz Jang Bahadur. Nawwab §ahib sent for Mir 
Abu Xhlib Khan Bahadur and Am!nu’d>Dln Khan Bahadur also 
to the house of his sister and said to them : “Mubariz Jang 
Bahadur has sent news to my sister predicting prosperous life 
for the new-born babe; you also convey to her whatever ideas 
you have on this.” 

The two T^ans communicated the following news to the 
Begam sahiba : “The child born in the seventh month will be 
lucky and blessed with long life. Dargah Quli Khan also was 
bom in the seventh month. A momentary look at him will 
dispel all ^ur fears. You may be at peace; there is no need for 
anxiety. This child will be lucky and prosperous." 

Nawwab Maliku’n-nisa Begam in accordance with the 
advice of experienced men, spread cotton on a plantain leaf and 
l aid the baby on it and tended it carefully. Nawwab 
TJmdatifl-Umara Bahadur WMajah II visited joyfully the 
lying-in-chamber, took out of his pocket a piece of shabnam cloth, 
a very thin and beaut ful fabric, white in colour, containing the 
leng th of two rfmOls used by Nawwab Muhammad All 
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Walajah Bahadur and gave it to Muhatnniadatifn-nisa,^ the 
daughter of the Begam $^tba for covering the child so 
that ii may bring luck. Then he said : “Allah, exalted be He, has 
blessed my dear sister with this grandchild. You should not 
have any anxiety. By the grace of Allah, this beloved grand- 
child will develop into a man of honour and fame. Be happy. I 
have given him the rUntdls worn by your noble ancestor ; let the 
babe be covered with them. No other child was honoured by 
such a lucky gift, but your child has this unique honour. By 
the grace of Allah, it is certain that the child will be lucky.'* 

Nawwab Maliku’n-nisa Begam rejoiced at this lucky gift 
and the encouraging speech of Nawwab ;ahib ; she thanked her 
elder brother and submitted : “He will be under the shadow of 
your exalted highness, and looked after affectionately. He will 
be a lucky man, with your favours." 

Karlmtfn-nisa Begam $ahiba known as Ha^rat Begam, 
Sul^anifn-nisa Begam $ahiba, *Umdatu’n>nis3 Begam $ahiba, 
ladies of the family of Najibullah Khan Bahadur, women 
belonging to different families from Gopamaw, Prasan Bi 
$ahiba and others stayed in the house of Malikn’n-nisa Begam 
sahiba from the date of confinement till the ceremony on the 
sixth day. Nawwab s^ib also took up his residence in the 
dlwati-khatia of Majdn’d-Dawla from the date of the birth of 
the child. Everyday he had his breakfast there along with his 
nephews, and then attended the darbSr held in Mubarak-chawki 
known as Rdshan-chawkl. After dissolving the dorbar he 
returned to the house of his second sister and had his afternoon 
dinner. He kept up this practice till the ceremony on the sixth 
day. Nawwab $ahib got two thousand rupees from Muham- 
mad Ma'^um and sent that amount through his senior sister to 
Maliktfn-nisa Begam for her expenses. On the occasion of the 
ceremony on the sixth day, the Nawwib wrote thus on a paper 
strewn with gold dust. 


(1) The mother of the baby. 
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«27th Rabi'tfl-awwal, 1212 A.H.1 
*'By the grace of Allah! eminent is His glory! Ghulam 
Muhammad Ali known as Muhammadi Miyan, the grandchild 
of Nawwab Mahkifn«nisa Begam, my dear sister, be ennobled 
with the title Nofibtld-Dawla GhulOm Mujtabd Kh&n BahSdur 
Asad Jang, and the manfob of two thousand, tdant, naqqdra 
and be distinguished by the favours of nim-dstin, rdmdl, 
jawdhir-i-nturoffa*, and pearls. Allah, the Glorious, and the 
Most High, will make these large gifts agreeable to the grand- 
child of my dear sister. 

“ All&h is with us all. 

Ghulam ^usayn 'Umdatxfl-Umara Walajah.” 

The Nawwab also wrote another chitty relating to the 
Parwdna for the grant of jdgir of Balkudam^, known as ^a^iib- 
nagar yielding an annual income of one thousand and two 
hundred hdu to Muhammadatifn-nisa Begam, the daughter of 
Malikifn-nisa Begam. He signed the parwdna, arranged to 
affix to it his own seal and stamps of the officers of kachahri in 
accordance with the rules and left it in the office of Colonel 
Barrett Bahadur. In accordance with the orders of the 
Nawwab, Colonel Barrett sent the parwdna through Mir 
Asadullah Khan Bahadur to Nawwab $abib in the house of 
Malikifn-nisa Begam at the time of the ceremony on the sixth 
day. Nawwab sahib had kept with him the farmdn, and the 
Parwdna. In the course of the ceremony, the Nawwab placed 
the farmdn for titles in the hands of the baby, and the parwdna 
for ;dpfr in the hands of his mother. The jdgir was in posses- 
sion of this humble person till the kingdom of the Carnatic 
was confiscated. 


(1) Calculating the date mentioned in section 4, (p. 89) it ought to be 
23. It is not clear which of the dates mentioned is wrong. 

(2) This may probably be identified with Volcondah in the Trichinopoly 
Districb 
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Ch. 4-NAWWAB grants APPOINTMENTS 
Fourth Chapter. 

NawwOb favours his servants with appointments', this 
humble author suffers from small-pox', the marriages 
of Shahsawir Jang and T&jtld-D%n Khan, the younger 
son of Nigamiid-Din Ahmad Khan Bahadur, the feast 
to NawwSb Vmdattil-Umara Bahadur IVOlajah II in 
the garden of Bahrdm Jang Bahadur, and Shah Maha- 
mud ^ahib Sawt; the Nazmvab's displeasure with 
N Unid-Din Khan Bahadur Hashmat Jang. 

After he ascended the throne Nawwab sahib often used to 
confer dignity upon everyone by granting appointments and 
manfobs appropriate to the rank of each person. These appoint- 
ments were made either at his own sweet will or through the 
recommendation of his senior sister, or at the suggestion of 
Colonel Barrett Bahadur, his adviser and diwdn. 

For example: Ali Nawaz Khan, the brs-bggi for a long 
time, was digniHed with the title Bahadur and appointed to be 
the qilbdar of Muhammadpur. As he stood high in royal 
favour, he was able to procure for Mirza Qiazanfar All, his 
brother's elder son, the title HOdl Ali Khan, and the post of 
brp-bigi. He also secured for Safdar All, his brother's 
younger son, the title Ifaydar Nawaz Khan, and the post of 
na’ib to the qilbdar of Muhammadptir. Then Ali Nawaz Khan 
started with his nephew to Muhammadpur. 

Shahsawar Jang always remained in the presence of the 
Nawwab and was also in charge of the mgwa-khana and the 
royal stable. 

Mir Mahdi Ali Khan was honoured with the title Bahadur 
and appointed to be the darUgha of buildings where elephants 
and camels were stabled. 

Laj^if Beg was the darUgha of horses used for charat and 
by troopers. 

MirzA Haydar Ali was the darUgha of ghikar-kJijSna. 
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Qu|btfd-D!n Khan Bahadur Himmat Jang was appointed 
to be the amin over the affairs of Natthamagar, till the differ- 
ences between Husamu’l-Mulk Bahadur and Na$irtfl-Mulk 
Bahadur settled down, and sent to Natthamagar as Nawwab's 
representative to settle disputes between the ts'> o brothers. 

Thus the Nawwab honoured everyone with appointments 
suitable to his rank and capacity. All these details were given 
in the registers kept in the office of the diwSn, ha khsh l and 
mir-sSmSn. 

As I do not know other details, they are not recorded here. 

Section 2. 

The writer of this chronicle had high fever on the .:.lst of 
Ramadan in the year 1212 A.H. and three days after that he 
had an attack of smalhpox. In a week, the entire body from 
head to foot was full of eruptions of small-pox. All the 
yUnSni and mi^i hakims in the service of the sarkdr were 
present throughout night and day. As usual the Nawwab 
took up his residence in the house of his younger sister because 
of the illness of his nephew; the Nawwab’s aunt and his 
other sisters also stayed there. Nawwab sahib made arrange- 
ments for the distribution of daily allowance to the ihakims and 
others according to the rank of each person. He ordered that 
fifteen yUnSni and six mi^ri hakims should be on duty at the 
house of his sister. He gave instructions that dinner be 
served up twice to Maliktf 1-hukama Hakim Ahmadullah Kh Sn 
Bahadur from the royal kitchen. Thus the Maliku*l-hukam& 
continued to visit my mother’s house till this humble person 
recovered from his illness. 

When Nawwab $a^ib came to see me in my sick bed, he 
granted me a daily allowance of five h&n-kuruk. One day he 
spoke to me kindly thus : “Mention what you want, I shall 
grant it.” In obedience to this order, I expressed my desire 
that I should be favoured with the presents of nim-dsHn, green 
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rHtn(ll-sh.Ql with the dashdla worn by the Nawwab; a pocket 
watch.of the Nawwab, one farshi ghariySl, one Bengali suksdwan 
and one ch&rat with horses inclusive of board-wages. On the 
following day the kind and compassionate Nawwab favoured 
me with all things asked for. He complied with the wishes of 
my mother till I was quite recovered from my illness. 

In brief, the small-pox developed day by day. One day 
Naww&b ‘Umdatu’n-nisa Begam suhiba, my mother, despaired 
of my life owing to the severe attack of small-pox, and felt 
deep sorrow for me. When the two sisters saw her in that 
condition, they sent word to the Nawwab. Immediately, the 
Nawwab sent for English doctors, brought together yttndni and 
mtfrl hakims, and visited the patient along with these men and 
Hakim Ahmadullfih Khan Bahadur. When the condition of the 
patient was examined, the Nawwab asked Hakim Ahmadullah 
Khan. “When will he get better?" The hakim said in reply 
thus: “Six months ago I met i^ahibu’d-Dawla in the diwdn- 
khdna of Iftikharu’d-Dawla Bahadur and told him in the 
presence of Hakim Ahmad Khan and Hakim Abdu’r-Razzaq 
Khan as follows : 

“It can be known from your face that you will have a 
severe attack of small-pox. It will be better for you to phleb )to- 
mize. If not, it will go hard with you and the small-pox will 
do you much harm. It may not be possible for the hakims to 
bring you through, and it will endanger your life. I also 
conveyed this news to his mother. But they did not pay heed 
to the advice of this humble slave. Allah is great. His Glory is 
eminent, and His favours are universal. He is the absolute 
^akim. His institution for the care of the sick is endowed with 
the ability to cure all. The patient may recover. But symptoms 
are not encouraging." 

After listening to this, Nawwab sahib lost hope of the 
patient's recovery and secretly informed bis senior sister about 
this. Next day he called in two or three doctors through 
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Colonel Barrett Bahadur, and sent them to examine the patient. 
They returned immediately after entering the room, and submit- 
ted to the Nawwab, “We have neither seen nor heard of such a 
case. It is certain that the patient cannot be recovered to life. 
Whenever your highness intends to visit his room, let a bottle of 
grape-vinegar be sprinkled first on the wall and then your 
highness may get into the room.” Immediately Nawwab §ahib 
sent for many bottles of grape-vinegar, sprinkled them as per 
directions of doctors and then took them inside the room. 
After examining the condition of the patient they came out and 
informed the Nawwab of the extremely serious condition. After 
hearing their opinion Nawwab §ahib also lost all hopes of the 
patient’s recovery. lie stayed night and day in tlie house of 
his sister and exerted himself to save the sick person. 

The patient gradually lost his power to resist the growing 
disease and became very weak. His condition became worse on 
the twentieth day. He lost all his senses; he could neither 
speak nor hear, and to all appearance he was a corpse. On 
seeing this condition, Nawwab Malikifn-nisa Begam was 
extremely distressed, lost all hopes of his recovery and resigned 
herself to the mercy of Allah. She got leaves of the nim tree, 
soaked them in hot water, took them out after a time and pro- 
duced a paste by grinding them. She went with that paste to 
the patient’s room, followed by two or three maid-servants, and 
plastered his body with it. About an hour later, she slowly 
washed the body with tepid water exposed to the sun’s heat with 
nim leaves soaked in it, and cleaned the pus and other matter. 
Then she closed the doors of the room and burnt aloes wood. 
By the grace of Allah, his condition became better by the 
evening. 

During the illness of this humble servant, his wife was in 
the sixth month of pregnancy. She was very much worried 
and distressed on account of the precarious condition of her 
husband. She wept for liim and resigned herself to the mercy 
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of Allah, Who is the refuge of the distressed, and supplicated 
to tlie Prophet, the chief of the world. After midnight she 
saw in a dream a venerable person wrapped up in green cloth. 
He said *'0! the slave of Fatima, if you hold the life of the 
elder more dear, then abandon the life of the younger one that 
is in your womb. When the child is born it will not live." She 
submitted in reply: “Of course the life of the elder is dearer 
than that of the younger. I wish my husband recovers his 
health." 

“By the grace of Allah", he condescended to say, “From 
to-day your husband will be restored to health. Let him be given 
the name Ghulam ZHmitt ; he will attain great benefits by means 
of that name." 

The suppliant woke up very early in the morning, perform- 
ed ablution, and said the obligatory early-morning-prayer and 
the thanksgiving prayer in two genuflexions for the joyful 
tidings she received in her dream. She spoke to a sayyida about 
her dream and made inquiries about her husband’s health. 

The bountiful Lord showed mercy on the patient from 
that day, and he recovered his health gradually. My mother-in- 
law was always in attendance night and day with the wives of 
chaivktdars and administered to my comfort. 

The beneficence and liberality of His prophet (peace be on 
him) was the cause for the recovery from this illness in about 
a week. 

My noble mother and aunt offered thanks to the true 
Hakim saying thus : “Praise be to Allah ! A thousand thanks 
to Him ! A week before, there was absolutely no hope, for his 
life was despaired of by all the fyakims. But the absolute 
Healer preserved him by His power.” 

The hakims also were surprised to learn the news of his 
recovery. They submitted thus to the Nawwab : “It can only • 
be said that this is God’s grace; the cord of his life is strong. 
Else how can he recover from this serious illness? It is absolu- 
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tely impossible.” The Nawwab §ahib said to them as follows : 
''Of course the cord of his life is strong. Besides, his mother 
and wife expressed much grief for him and supplicated to Allah 
for his recovery. Finally, Allah, glory be to Him and exalted 
be He, took notice of the drudgery and distress of his mother- 
in-law and showed mercy on the patient.” 

In brief : Two months later 1 had my bath after recovery 
from illness and my mother offered food and alms in the names 
of holy men. On that day Nawwab ‘Umdatufl-Umara Bahadur 
made a present of two thousand rupees to my mother for the 
expenses of fatifias and gifts to hakims and chawkidSrs. 
Nawwab Maliku’n-nisa Begam sahiba, my mother-in-law, also 
arranged a sumptuous feast in her house. 

Three or four months passed, then a son was born to this 
author and he was given the name Jlhdvil-Wali. Nawwab sahib 
granted one thousand rupees to meet the expenses on the 
occasion, but the child joined to divine mercy within a week. 

Section 2. 

Nawwab Sultanif n-nisa Begam sahiba obtained the permis- 
sion of Nawwab TJmdatifl-Umara Bahadur to fix up the 
marriage of Shahsawar Jang with the daughter of Muhammad 
]^ayat Qadir All Khan, the son of 'I$mat BIbl. She invited 
the BIbi to her own house, settled up the alliance finally and 
communicated the news to Nawwab sahib. 

In accordance with the order of the Nawwab, Sultanu’n- 
n isS. Begam secured four thousand rupees from tlie treasury 
of the sarkir for the expenses of marriage on both the sides. 
She sent two thousand rupees to Qadir All Khan, and appointed 
Ya^ Muhammad Khan to make everything ready for the 
marriage. The house of 'Ismat Bib! was set apart for the 
bride’s party; the house of Sul|antfu-nisa Begam for the ladies 
of the bridegroom’s party; the diw&n-kJi&na ol Sirajifl-Mulk 
for the mdnja-khfina of the bridegroom. Sul£anifn-nisa Begam 
invited the mother of ghahsawar Jang and fixed her lodging. 
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She appointed Mir Mahdi Ali Khan and Shuia^t Ali Khan to 
provide the guests with necessary things. Thus Nawwab Sulj^an- 
ifn-nisa Begam was in charge of all arrangements for the 
marriage. 

She invited her two sisters and relatives to a feast and 
commenced the marriage celebration. All the ceremonies relat- 
ing to the bride and bridegroom were punctiliously observed. 
Nawwab's sisters came every day to the shOdi-khSna and 
attended to the ceremonies. Nawwab sahib conferred dignity 
on the ^Sdi mahfil by his presence with his ministers on two or 
three nights. Those who were invited to the party came there 
every night. On the barSt night, Nawwab $ahib invited the 
bridegroom to his palace, fastened the sihra, and sent him back 
on horseback. On the day of jodwa, Nawwab sahib visited the 
house of the bride with Sayfifl-Mulk Bahadur and his own 
nephews in response to the expressed wish of Nawwab 
Sul^ani^n-nisa Begam sahiba and joined the majlis of hqd, and 
in the rasm of jalwa. 

After the completion of the ceremonies, Nawwab sahib 
addressed Sayfu’l-Mulk Bahadur, directing hisattention to Qadir 
All Khan, smiled sweetly and said "Lo’ok at the generosity of 
Qadir Ali Khan ! how noble he is ! Out of regard for me he 
agreed to give his daughter in marriage to Shahsawar Jang.” 

Then he spoke to Qadir All j^an thus : “Khan $ahib ! I 
am very glad that you gave your daughter in marriage to Abdu’l- 
Katim. Today I confer on you the title BahSdur and raise 
your allowance from fifty rupees to one hundred rupees; by the 
grace of Allah the sum of one hundred rupees will be paid to 
you month after month.” Qadir Ali KhSn submitted a na^hr 
of five rupees, paid his obeisance and submitted as follows : 

“May Allidi, exalted be He, grant you long life ! We wish 
you well. Our ancestors got sustenance from this family of 
Anwar. By all means you will be pleased to keep a sustained 
effort for our subsistence.” 
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On the occasion of the rUnumd’i ceremony, NawwSb 
sahib presented to Qadir Ali Kh5n one thousand rupees on his 
own behalf and on behalf of his sisters, and then returned to 
his own residence. 

'Ismat BibI led the bride and bridegroom to the house of 
Nawwab Sul|anifn-nisa Begam §ahiba with all the parapher- 
nalia. She made the bride prostrate before Nawwab sahib, 
SuUanifn-nisa Begam §ahiba and her other sisters and submitted : 
**She has been my grand-daughter till this day. Now she has 
become a slave in your house. I hope that the compassionate 
Nawwab will always bestow his kindness on this slave.” 
Nawwab raised her from his feet, folded her affectionately in 
his arms and presented her with some jewels set with precious 
stones during the runumd’i ceremony. All the sisters paid their 
obeisance and presented na^r to the Nawwab. In accordance 
with the orders of tlie Nawwab, Nawwab Sultani^n-nisa Begam 
§ahiba called the mother of Shahsawar Jang and consigned the 
bride to her care, addressing her with expressions of joy. On 
the fourth day after the completion of the ceremony of chawthl, 
diey sent away the bride and the bridegroom along with the 
mother of Shahsawar Jang. 

Section 3. 

The marriage of Taju’d-DIn Khan, the younger son of 
Nigamifd-Din Ahmad IQian Bahadur, was fixed up with Raziya 
Begam, the daughter of Nawwab ‘UmdatiVl-Umara Bahadur by 
his mistress attached to Mahtab Begam. It was celebrated in the 
same splendid manner as the marriage of Shahsawar Jang. In 
accordance with the order of Nawwab $abib, Sulj^ani^n-nisi 
Begam $fibiba conducted the marriage. She arranged with 
Ra’isifl-Umar& Bahlulur that his dlwOn-khina be the mdnja- 
k^Ona and diwUn-khAna of the bridegroom, and with Shah 
Bigam, her own daughter, that her house be the house of the 
bride. She received seven thousand rupees from the sarkdr for 
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the expenses of marriage on both the sides. She spent three 
thousand rupees on behalf of the bridegroom and four thousand 
rupees on behalf of the bride. The marriage was celebrated in 
a fitting manner. The number of ladies who were guests and 
other women were more on this occasion than was the case in 
the marriage of ^ahsawar Jang Bahadur. At the time of 
jalwot Nawwab §ahib was present with Sayfrfl-Mulk Bahadur, 
Aminfd-Dawla Bahadur, I f tikhartfd-Dawla Bahadur and other 
relatives. After finishing the ceremony of chawthi, they sent 
the bride and the bridegroom with all the paraphernalia to a 
separate house adjoining the residence of Mahtab Begam. 

Section 4. 

One day Nawwab sahib said to Bahrain Jang, '*1 learn that 
you have arranged your garden in a beautiful manner delighted 
in by many. I propose to visit your hagh one day after 
my morning drive and wish to have my breakfast there.’* 

Bahram Jang Bahadur paid his obeisance and submitted : 
“The bdgh is yours and I am your humble servant. Your 
highness' visit to the bdgh will confer upon this slave great 
ho.'.our and distinction and it will cause the tree of my desire to 
blossom out into a fruit tree." 

Since that day Bahram Jang Bahadur was forming plans 
for tlie feast, and fitting up the garden for the occasion. After 
finishing all arrangements he represented deferentially to the 
Nawwab on the 3rd of Shawwal in the year 1212 A.H. thus : 

“If your highness could shed light on the small garden of 
this slave by your presence with princes and nephews after the 
morning drive, I will be the most favoured slave." Nawwab 
§a^ib gave a smiling consent. 

In response to the invitation, NawwSb $cil|^ib shed 
radiance around the garden of Bahram Jang by his presence 
with Tajifl-Umara Bahadur, his son, and nephews, after 
the morning drive on the 4th of ShawwSl. In obedience to 
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the orders of the Nawwab, Mir AsaduIIah Khan BahSdnr, 
Taqi Ali ^an Bahadur, Shuiaht All Khan. Mir Abu Talib 
IQian, Muhammad Aminifd-Din Khan. Dargah Quli Khan, 
and Ali Nawaz ^an were also present at that place. 
Then the Nawwab gave orders to send quickly a trooper 
to invite Ha^rat Mawlana Abdtf 1-Ali §ahib, &shuri Lillahi, 
Aminfd-Dawla Bahadur, and I f tikhar u’d-Dawla Bahadur. In 
response to the invitation these persons also arrived at the h&gh 
in a short while. The Nawwkb sat together with these persons 
and had his breakfast. Afterwards he went round the bSgk. 
The Nawwab’s warm at>probation of the excellence of the 
garden made the rose-buds blossom. 

Bahram Jang Bahadur presented to the Nawwab 121 
rupees, some trays of khilbtA and a number of trays containing 
fruits by way of nadhr. Nawwab sahib gave orders to distri- 
bute the fruits to all those present there. After spending an 
hour, Nawwab §ahib returned to his residence and bade fare- 
well to his companions. 


Section 5. 

One day Nawwab sahib spoke affably to ShAh Mahmud 
Sahib Sawl in the darbSr as follows: *'It is long time since 
this humble person partook of food in your house. I wish I 
have dinner one day.” 

The Shah sahib made everything ready for the feast in 
about two or three days and then submitted to the Nawwab as 
follows: "If your highness could kindly come tomorrow 
afternoon at dinner time with princes, and the officers who were 
present at the bdgA of Bahram Jang, it will add lustre to the 
house. This will be an act of kindness to the poor and 
destitute.” 


(1) is presented by the superior to the inferior. The practice 

vie* vfrsa is opposed to established cnstotn. 
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In response to the request of ^ah §uhib, the Nawwab 
started the next day at the appointed time to go for dinner. 
Other guests also accompanied him. The Nawwab said the 
fitifya for ^ah Dastgir §ahib, and came to the dlzvan-khSm. 
After partaking of the food served with different kinds of 
dishes, he praised the daintiness of food. Then he returned to 
his residence. 

In response to the invitation of Shah Mahmud s^ib in 
the month of Rajab, Nawwab sahib who had very high regard 
for him, attended the fdtiha for Shah Oastgir sahib in the 
early morning and gave leave to his companions to partake of 
the food. 


Section 6. 

Hashmat Jang Bahadur failed to pay the qist money in the 
kachahrl of Colonel Barrett Bahadur, the dlzoan, as per the 
iqrir-ndma. The ryots also complained to the Nawwab of his 
tyranny and acts contrary to the orders of the Nawwab. 
Therefore the Nawwab recalled him from his office and kept 
him as a prisoner in the garden of Masking. His personal 
effects and other things were removed in about twelve carts to 
the house of his elder sister. After some time Bahram Jang and 
Colonel Barrett Bahadur, endeavoured to recommend to the 
Nawwab that Hashmat Jang might be pardoned for his faults. 
The compassionate Nawwab agreed to their proposal. Ha^mat 
Jang was released from tlie prison, and his personal effects 
that were in the custody of his sister were restored to him. As 
Dharmasam Mudali stood surety for him, he was appointed by 
the Nawwab to another taluk. 

Section 7. 

I'tibar Khan was earnestly desirous to get from the 
sarkir the title Jang, and presents of rnmSl-shdl, and nim- 
Sstin through the mediation of N iwwab Sultanifn-nisa Begam 
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§ahiba. One day she happened to find suitable occasion to 
broach the subject to the Nawwab. She got the folloVring 
reply : “Colonel Barrett is highly displeased with him, for 
I'tibar j^an does not pay the gist, as per agreement. If 
I'tibar Khan could pay twelve thousand rupees as nadhr to the 
sarkSx, he may perhaps be distinguished by such honours as 
desired by him. Nawwab Sultanu’n-nisa Begam sahiba inform- 
ed 1‘tibar Khan about the views of the Nawwab. The Bahadur 
who had already agreed to give 5,000 rupees as nadhr to 
Nawwab Sultanu’n-nisa Begam $ahiba, consented to pay also 
this additional nadhr. 

One day Nawwab sahib invited 1‘tibar Khan Bahadur to 
the green-chair room. The Nawwab came out of the house of 
his senior sister after dinner in the afternoon, called 1‘tibar 
Khan to his presence, conferred on him the title Bahar Jang, 
and presented him with nlm-Ostln and white rumal-shfil from 
his own wardrobe. He received the nadhr through Colonel 
Barrett Bahadur in secrecy. 
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PART III. 

1213-1214 A.H. [1798-1799 A.D.] 

First Chapter. 

The Nazmvdb favours Iftikhanid-Dasda Bahadur with 
the post of fazvjdar of the taluk of Nellore; the 
marriage of TajiH-Umara Bahadur', the Naunvah 
receives a letter from Shah ChOsl Padshah of Delhi at 
Kalas-mahall. 

Iftikham’d-Dawla Bahadur agreed to pay one thousand 
rupees as nadkr to Nawwab Sultanu’n-nisfi Begam sahiba and 
submitted through her a petition to the Kawwiil) asking humbly 
for the following: the post of fawjddr of the taluk of Nellore, 
the privilege to nazvbat, to ride on an elephant with a canopy, 
to maintain a trooper and the right to confer titles on his 
employees. When the Nawwab went through the list he 
smilingly said : “Colonel Barrett Bahadur is invested with full 
autliority to deal with affairs of the Government. This petition 
has to go to the Colonel. 1 shall also speak to him. Of course it 
may be favourably received by him. Other things rest with me 
to decide. If Iftil^aru’d-Dawla Bahadur consents to pay five 
thousand rupees as nadhr for all the favours asked for, surely 
he will be favoured with the appointment of fawjdar as well 
as the other privileges mentioned in the petition.” In accordance 
with this generous view of the Nawwab, Iftikharu’d-Dawla 
Bahadur made a separate petition to Colonel Barrett Bahadur 
for the post of fawjdar of the taluk of Nellore. He importuned 
and solicited Colonel Barrett Bahadur for the appointment and 
paid frequent visits to his office. 

One day Colonel Barrett Bahadur informed Iftikharu’d- 
Dawla Bahiulur thus : “By the grace of Allah I have submitted 
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to the Nawwab your petition for the post of fawjdOr. I shall 
get it sanctioned. Please keep ready the nadhr.” Iftil^anfd- 
Dawla Bahadur replied, have reliance upon your kindness. 
After I am appointed to be the fawjdSr, I sliall be favoured 
with khilht from the royal wardrobe and jawShirdt. Thus I 
shall become eminent among the nobles and my equals.” 

Next day Colonel Barrett Bahadur invited Iftikhartfd«Dawla 
Bahadur to Fatah-chawki at the time of darbar and got him to 
execute a qardr-n&ma in accordance with the regulations of the 
sarkdr. Then he introduced him to the Nawwab and dignified 
him with the order of appointment to the post of fawjddr, with 
khil’at and other things asked for in the petition, Iftikhartfd- 
Dawla Bahadur paid his obeisance to the Nawwab and submit* 
ted one thousand rupees as nadhr. 

Considering the recommendations of his sister and the 
opinion of Colonel Barrett Bahadur, Nawwab sahib invested him 
with privilege to nazvbat, to ride on an elephant with a canopy, 
to main tain a trooper and other rights sought for in the peti- 
tion. The order granting these was signed by the Nawwab. 
Iftikhartfd-Dawla Bahadur paid secretly to the Nawwab five 
thousand rupees through China Mudall. Then the Nawwab 
made an order that I f tikhartf d-Dawla Bahadur should ride an 
yjfpiiq nt , followed by nazvbat and troopers and go in that 
m y i nnor to the house of Nawwab Sul|ani^n-nisa Begam sahiba, 
submit nadhr to her and then return to his house. 

In obedience to the order of Nawwab sahib, the Bahadur 
went to the house of Sul1:anu’n-nisa Begam sahiba, sent her 
twenty-one rupees as nadhr-dasti and made over the payment of 
one thousand rupees, the promised amount of nadltr to Sul^an- 
ifn-nisa Begam, to KishnasamI Mudall her banker, and took 
leave of her. Then he went to the house of NawwHb Malikifn- 
n jsa Begam $ahiba, submitted five rupees as no^r and returned 
to his house. He arranged to give presents to every 'ttAdaddr 
and others who were present in the procession and bade them all 
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farewell. He met his wife and told her in detail the favours he 
received from the Nawwab. Then he came out of the zenana 
and entered his diwSn-khSna where he received congratulations 
from all. 

Next day he went to the bd-ih of Colonel Barrett Bahadur 
to express his gratitude for the favours of the Nawwab and the 
kind endeavour of Colonel Barrett Bahadur. The Colonel 
addressed him with expressions of joy on his appointment and 
said “It is necessary for you that you should always remember 
the favours of the Nawwab, and never fall short of enthusiastic 
loyalty to the Nawwab. You should be hearty and persistent in 
all your duties and show no sign of exhaustion or discomposure. 
Y ou should neither be a transgressor nor give room for com- 
plaints. You must start quickly to your taluk.” 

In accordance with the suggestions of Colonel Barrett 
Bahadur, Iftikhartfd-Dawla Bahadur made preparations for his 
journey in a week. He sent necessary things in advance and 
looked forward to the day when he would bid farewell to the 
Nawwab. In the meanwhile the compiler of this chronicle had 
an attack of small-pox. A detailed account of it has already 
been narrated in Part II, chapter 4 of this book. After my 
recovery from illness, Iftikharu’d-Dawla Bahadur delayed further 
because some important affair prevented his journey. Then he 
took leave of the Nawwab and went post-haste to his destination. 
He reached his taluk and assumed the reins of government. 
He ennobled his companions by conferring upon them the 
titles Kh&n. BahSdur, Jang, etc., as per his list endorsed by the 
Nawwab. He was always industrious and attentive to his 
duties. 


Section 1. 

Nawwab TJmdatifl-Umara Bahadur Walajah II was busy 
forming plans for the marriage of Tajifl Umara Bahadur, his 
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beloved son. In accordance with the suggestion of his senior 
sister, he invited Sarfaraz Ali Khan BahSdur, son of Nawwab 
Shukdhtfl-Mulk Na^nfd-Dawla Bahftdur to her house one day, 
created a feeling in him that he will be elevated in rank and 
dignity and said to him thus: 

“1 have a desire that my beloved son should attain the status 
of the son of Rahmatu’n-nisa Begam, your sister, through your 
mediation. If you could settle this affair I shall rejoice at it.” 

After listening to the Nawwab, Sarfaraz All Khan took 
his leave, went to the house of his sister and informed her all 
about the interview with the Nawwab. They were much 
worried. They did not know whether they should accept or 
decline the offer. It was diSicult to settle it either way. They 
were fully susceptible to the inconvenience that would result from 
the acceptance of the offer and also to the displeasure of the 
ruler that would ensue on the refusal. Nawwab sahib again 
sent a message to Sarfaraz Ali l^in Bahadur through Bahrain 
Jang Bahadur and Mir Asadullah Khan Bahadur. Sarfaraz 
Ali Khan Bahadur, having no alternative, wrung consent from 
his sister, wrote out an *arzl seeking information on certain 
points and sent it to the Nawwab. Nawwab .sahib read through 
it and gave his assent to it. He immediately went to the house 
of his senior sister, invited his other sisters there and after 
consulting with them all, he made the match and fixed the 13th 
of Rajab as the first day of the marriage festivities. In accord- 
ance with the advice of his senior sister, the Nawwab sent a 
large sum of money to Sarfaraz All ^an Bahadur through 
Salar 'Jang for the expenses of marriage on the side of the 
bride. He fixed upon the dlxv&n-khjina of RaTsifl-Umara 
Bahadur for the chamber of the bridegroom ; the dttv&n-khana 
of Kalas-mahall for majlis in the night and the house of his 
senior sister for the women of the bridegroom's party. Then 
he gave orders for decorating these places. He said to his 
elder sister thus: “I invest you with authority to conduct 
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this marriage. I expect that you would pay attention to all 
details big and small. From beginning to end this marriage 
must be conducted in a manner appropriate to my rank. You 
may get from the treasury whatever amount you may need and 
I have instructed Colonel Barrett Bahadur to pay you.” 

He ordered Salar Jang BahMur to look after the arrange- 
ments for lights and decorations of the big diwSn-khSna. He 
appointed Bahrain Jang Bahadur to supervise the arrangements 
for lights and procession every day when the bridgroom starts 
from mSnja-khdna to the big dhvan-khSna and from the diwan- 
khSna back to the mdnia-khana. He gave instructions to 
Bahram Jang Bahadur that at about 9 o'clock in the night the 
bridegroom should be carried in a tnahaddl with all parapherna- 
lia, accompanied by lights and display of firework to the 
diwdH-kMna. After witnessing the nautch, and the distribu- 
tion of betel leaves, flower and other things, the bridegroom 
must be led back to the m&nja-kh&na in the same manner of 
procession. 

In obedience to the orders of the Nawwab, the diwdn- 
khSna, palace and women's apartments were furnished, by the 
first of Rajab, with carpets, lights, masnad, shamiy&na and other 
necessary things. The walls of the mdnia-khana were painted 
in a variety of colours which presented the appearance of a fresh 
spring garden. 

Nawwab §ahib visited Fata^-chawkl on the second of 
Rajab at about 9 o’clock in the morning, asked for a sheet of 
paper strewn with gold dust and wrote upon it the invitation, 
embellished with flowers of rhetoric, to Ladli Begam $ahiba, 
his own aunt, the wife of Nawwab Shukohu’l-Mulk Bahadur, 
requesting her to be present at the marriage of Taju’l-Umara, 
his beloved son. He adorned it with his own signature and 
sent it through Bahrfim Jang Bahadur with the following 
instructions : 
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'*You should read this invitation for marriage with good 
intonation and expressively to those present in the darbdr-u^m 
at Fatah’ChawId; then take four copies of this, send three copies 
to the three sisters and the fourth to Sayfu’l-Mulk Bahadur, my 
brother. Then you should take the original with you to the 
house of my exalted aunt, and after paying obeisance, deliver it 
to her.” Bahr^ Jang Bahadur executed the orders of the 
Nawwab. 

When Bahram Jang read the letter at the darhdr, Mawlana 
Sahib, Shah Qudratullah §ahib, Shih Mahmud §ahib Sawi, and 
other shay^s, Amirtfd-Dawla Bahadur, and other nobles and 
officers of the Government were present. The character and 
tone of the letter, the picturesqueness and the ornate style of 
the Nawwab, won high praise from the audience. In the mean- 
while the Nawwab himself added lustre to the darhdr by his 
presence. All those present paid their obeisance to him. Some of 
the nobles submitted : “The invitation letter is written in a de- 
lightful style; the letter is a gulistdn; the cheerful details con- 
tained in it bears the semblance of a bdstdn. It increases the 
delight. Every sentence is a gem, which will be a source of 
pleasure to those versed in all branches of learning; every word 
in it is a touchstone for testing the elocution of an orator. We 
hope that we will be permitted to take copies of it.” 

The following order was issued to Bahram Jang Bahadur : 
“Whoever has the desire to take a copy of it, he may be permit- 
ted to do so.” Bahram Jang obeyed the orders of the Nawwab. 
Then the Bahadur took the original with him to the house of 
the noble mother of Diler Jang Bahadur Nawwab Na^nfd- 
Dawla II, paid obeisance on behalf of the Nawwab and sent in 
the invitation to her. She sent back the following reply : 

“I wish the Nawwab joy and luck. May Allah make this 
affair a source of happiness to Nawwab $a^ib, his friends and 
well-wishers.” 
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Cb. 1— marriage of YAjUT-UlifARA BAHADUR 

At the time of compiling this chronicle the author endeav- 
oured to get a true copy of the oris^nal letter of invitation from 
the office of Diler Jang Shukohtfl-Mulk Na$irii’d-Dawla 
Bahadur II through Sharaf rfl-Umara Anuraru’d-Dawla Bah^ur. 
The copy of the letter was delivered to the writer of this chroni- 
cle by Muhabbat All Khan, son of Rahman All Khan. It is 
included in this book.! 

Before the marriage festivities were begun, and 

torah were distributed to the Governor and other sardQrs of his 
council, to Nawwab’s brothers, sisters, relatives, and women, 
ministers, nobles and all officers high and low. Letters were 
sent inviting every one to be present from the commencement 
of the marriage with the ceremony of chitr on the 14th of 
Rajab till the last day of the celebration. In response to the in- 
vitation, HusamuU Mulk Bahadur from Muhammadpur^, and 
I f tikhar tf d-Dawla Bahadur from Nellore reached Madras 
before the marriage festivities began. The rasm of m&nja was 
observed on the 13th of Rajab, 1213 A.H. The rastn of chitr 
was gone through in the presence of Mawwub sahib on the 14th 
of Rajab at the big diwin-^ina of Kalas-mahall where a large 
crowd assembled. 

Every day people assembled in the mmija-Miana, had 
breakfast and dinner in the company of the bridegroom and 
spent the whole day there from morning till 9 o’clock in the 
night, listening to music. In accordance with the order of 
Nawwab ^hib, Balirilm Jang Bahadur went to the mdnjct’^Sna 
at about 10 o’clock, adorned the bridegroom from head to foot 
with fresh khilht and ornaments set with precious stones. Then 
the bridegroom was decked with flowers at the palace of 
Nawwab Suljtamfn-nisa Begam. After this Bahr.am Jang 

(1) See Appendix B. 

(2) Another name for Arcot. During the time of Naww&b Muhammad 
All WSlSjah, Arcot was named Muhammadpur and sumamed Dart^n-Nur. 
SeeDr. S. M. H. Nainar, Sources of the History of the NawwUbs of the 
Cumatie, Part I, p. 60. 
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Bahadur helped the bridegroom to get into the tnahOddl and 
escorted him with all paraphernalia, innumerable lights and 
firework to the diw&n-khana of Kalas-mahall, where arrange* 
ments were made for dance and music. First, flowers and betel 
leaves were distributed. Then dance and music began. 
Musicians who would enliven the spirits, and heart-ravishing 
dancers were assigned different places in the dtwSn-khSna. 
The bridegroom witnessed the dance and then returned to the 
'.nSnja-khina in the same manner of procession. 

Now and then Nawwab ‘Umdatti’l-Umara Bahadur added 
grace to the majlis by his presence. He took up his seat behind 
the wasnad of the bridegroom and witnessed the dance and 
music. Then he would go away sometimes before the party 
broke up or sometimes along with the bridegroom. The cere- 
monialism that pertained to the bride and the bridegroom were 
observed with all paraphernalia to and from the big garden 
of Mylapore. 

One day during the marriage, Nawwab s^ib intended to 
invite the members of the Governor's council for dinner and 
thus create an opportunity to remove the displeasure of 
Nawwab Sulj;anu’n-nisa Begam, his sister, who was annoyed 
because the sard&rs of the Governor’s Council were not invited 
to the marriage of Ra’Isi^i-Umara Bahfidur.t The Nawwab 
instructed Colonel Barrett Bahadur to write a letter in English 
as if addressed by th^ Governor to the Nawwab and to get it 
translated into Persian and bring both these during his stay at 
the palace of Nawwab Sullanu’n-nisa Begam. The English letter 
read thus : "It came to my knowledge that the festivities in 
connection with the marriage of the Prince of high rank have 
been begun since a few days. We wish to associate ourselves 
in the function. We desire to be present in the majlis and 

^ - - - - ■ — ■ ■ 

(1) He was the son oi Nawwab Sultantfn-nisa B€gam $&hiba. His 
marriage was celebrated in 1210 A.H. S^e pp. 60-65 in this book. 
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Ch. 1— the GOVERNORS’ VISIT TO THE NAWWAB 

express our joy on the event. The Governors of Bengal, ^ and 
Bombay and some sardars also look forward to participate in 
the happy function with others. If a day could be fixed and 
information is sent to us, we will come.” 

In accordance with the order of the Nawwab, Colonel 
Barrett Bahadur got ready the English letter along with its 
Persian translation and submitted these to the Nawwab when 
he was present at the house of his sister. The Nawwab went 
into the zenana with the letters and told his sister thus : “The 
Governor of Madras and other sardars of the Council seek 
permission to come one day and be present in the majlis and 
offer congratulations on the marriage of my beloved son. They 
had addressed a letter to me on the subject. Now it is neces- 
sary to invite them to our house. It would be better if Colonel 
Barrett Bahadur could arrange for expenses on the occasion.” 

Next day everything was got ready for a liberal reception 
of the guests, and invitations were sent to all the sardSrs. The 
dltvan-khana which was already furnished with adornments 
was further decorated with more lamps, couches and chairs. 
A platform covered with embroidered tnakhntal was put up 
underneath the shdmiyana and a masnad adorned with jewels 
was placed on the platform for the bridegroom. Salar Jang 
Bahadur, Bahram Jang Bahadur and Colonel Barrett Bahadur 
were entrusted with these arrangements. 

On the appointed day, Nawwab s^ib put on rich dress and 
ornaments set with precious stones. He wore a sword, a pssh- 
qab?, and other arms. He carried in his hand a dhop used by 
Nawwab Muhammad All WMajah Bahadur, his father, and 
added lustre to the majlis by his presence. The bridegroom was 
conducted from the mdnja-khdna to the diwdn-khdna and seated 
on the masnad. The Nawwab took his seat on the couch and 


(1) Lord Momington (later Marquis of Wellesley) was in Madras from 
the beginning of January to September, 179^ in connection with the war in 
Mysore. He was the (k>vcmor-Gencral of Bengal. 
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waited for the arrival of the sardars. At about 9 o’clock the 
Governors of Bengal, Madras and Bombay with alx>ut -fifty 
sarddrs entered the majlis. They were conducted to their seats, 
either couch or chair, according to rank. Nawwab sahib sat on a 
couch along with the Governors and kept himself busy in talking 
with them and seeing the dance. The sardars also enjoyed 
the tamasha of dance. 

All the officers were attentive to the duties entrusted to 
them. 

In the course of the conversation, Nawwab silhib mentioned 
the name of Taju’l-Umani Bahadur, his son and heir apparent, 
and then addressed Lord Wellesley Mornington Bahadur, 
Governor-General of Bengal thus : "I believe implicitly in your 
kindness and friendliness; you are steadfast in your friendship 
and perfectly straight in all your dealings. I believe that the 
heir apparent will attain the honour of succeeding to the here- 
ditary throne as per the custom.” 

The Governor sahib replied: “If such is the wish of your 
highness, God willing, it shall be in the same manner. I liave 
to make a request. If certain taluks in the Carnatic could be 
transferred to the Company in lieu of the gist payable to 
them according to the terms of agreement, it will give 
evidence of your kindness, friendship and love. If this request 
is fulfilled, the affairs with regard to the succession will be 
managed in accordance with the wishes of the powerful leader, 
the representative of the glorious family.” 

Nawwab sahib was annoyed at this improper reply and then 
said: “It is well known to these §ahibs that my father had 
undergone many trials before he subjugated this kingdom. He 
exercised authority over this territory as long as he lived. It 
is incumbent on me to extend my dominion from day to day 
with the help of such sincere and sagacious friends like you, so 

114 



Ch. 1— nawwab’s conversation with the governor 

that it will justify the reputation of your friendship and luy 
stremioiis exertions. 

"The acceptance of your request will show ignorance and 
lack of credibility. It is certain that this proposal is opposed to 
rule. It will be repugnant to the taste of intelligent and wise 
men as well as the rulers elsewhere.” 

The Governor §ahib became silent as the grave at this suit- 
able reply. Nawwab sahib continued : "This kind of talk is 
not suited to tliis happy and joyful majlis. It is better to enjoy 
the dance.” 

The Governor replied : "All this niagnihcence and splend- 
our of living are due to your highness' majestic personality. 
May Allah grant you long life and prosperity.” 

The assembly broke up in about an hour and all the sardSrs 
adjourned to the big room on the western side where the 
table was spread with every luxury. They rose from the table 
after about two hours, took flowers, ‘itr, and p&ndan and then 
went to see the tamasha of firework at the back of the big 
diwSn-khSna in the sahn of Sabz-bangla. They spent about an 
hour there and then took leave of the Nawwab. 

Nawwab .sahib sent the bridegroom to the nuinia-kMna 
and himself retired to Fatah-chawki. He was very much 
worried and made unhappy on account of the conversation he 
had with the Governor. 

On tlie day of rasvi-i-sharbat Nawwab sahib granted to 
the mother of Taju’l-Umara Bahadur an elephant and two 
thousand rupees on his own behalf and three thousand rupees 
on behalf of his sisters. 

Everyday Nawwab sahib stayed from sunset till 9 o’clock 
in the house of his elder sister and he kept up this habit till the 
marriage festivities were over. He appointed Bahram Jang 
Bahadur, and Mir Asadullah Khan Bahadur to supervise the 
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arrangements for the rasnt-i-sSnchaq. After the observance of 
the rasm-i-rangbasl in the big dizv&n-khana. he set about to -send 
the sinchaq in great splendour, accompanied by nobles, relatives 
and officers. The Nawwab rode a tnakSdol and shed light on 
the bride’s house by his presence before the sdnchaq party 
arrived there. On the day of bar&t, at about 11 o’clock in the 
night, he brought together in Nusrat-mahall Mawlana Abdu’l- 
AII .Sahib, Shah Mahmud Sahib Sawl, Alimullah Shah Sahib, 
Mubariz Jang Bahadur and some venerable sayyids who were 
durud-khwans. Then he called the bridegroom and sehra was 
fastened to him by their auspicious hands. Then the Nawwab 
helped the bridegroom to ride a horse and himself held the 
bridle in his hands and walked in procession as far as the big 
gate of his own hagh in the midst of innumerable lamps 
arranged in ladder-like manner, and display of firework. 
When he got into a suksSzvan at the big gate, Husamu’l-Mulk 
Bahadur caught hold of the bridle and escorted the bridegroom 
as far as the house of the bride. The feet of the exalted Bah^ur 
swelled a little on account of the pain caused by walking. 
Nawwab sahib who was pleased with this news, gave Husamu’l- 
Mulk Bahadur an ‘iudyat-nSma appointing him as the permanent 
^abadar of Muhamraadpur. The Bahadur was ever grateful 
for that. 

The sisters of the Nawwab, the bridegroom’s mother and 
other relatives gathered at the house of the bride on the 
ocension of the rasm-i-jalwa and it was gone through in the 
presence of all. They distributed cash and jewels on the day 
of runutttd’i ceremony and escorted in the afternoon the bride 
and bridegroom with all paraphernalia to the house of the 
bridegroom and observed all the ceremony pertinent to 
the occasion. Two or three days later the ceremony of chawthi 
was performed ; and then the bride and bridegroom were con- 
ducted to the house of the mother of Tajifl-Umara Bahadur 
adjacent to Fatah-chawki. Nawwab sahib was at all times 
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pleased and delighted with his daughter-in-law. He was very 
affectionate towards her. 


Section 2. 

By the grace of Allahi when a royal letter addressed to the 
Nawwab by the Emperor of Delhi came with presents of imperial 
garments, the Nawwab gave orders that the dizu3n^khdna of 
Kalas-mahall should be decorated witli carpets, lamps, masnad, 
and shamiydna, and such other decorations that it might have 
the same appearance as that of the imperial darbSr. He also 
ordered that all the amirs and officers should be present on the 
appointed day at 11 o’clock in the morning in the big dltudn- 
kitana. 

The orders of the Nawwab were executed. All the 
officers, high and low, were present in the diwan-kh&na on 
the appointed day and hour. In accordance with instructions 
of the Nawwab, Bahram Jang Bahadur placed the royal letter 
on a nOlki and started from Nusrat-mahall with all parapher- 
nalia and entered the big dlwSn-khana. At that time the 
Nawwab, who arrayed himself up with the imperial garments 
presented by the Emperor, was seated in the darhdr. As soon as 
he heard about the arrival of the exalted farmdn, a salute of 
twenty-one guns was fired as per orders of the Nawwiib. Then 
Nawwab §ahib set out towards the ndlkl, took out the letter, 
carried it on his head as far as the shSmiydna and handed it over 
to Mubariz Jang Bah^ur asking him to stand with the farmdn 
in his hands held over the masnad underneath the shdmiydna. 
Then the Nawwab made his way to dddbgdh, bowed deferential- 
ly at every step in accordance with conventional rules of making 
obeisance in the imperial court, came as far as the masnad, got 
the letter from Mubariz Jang Bahadur and got upon the masnad 
with the letter placed reverently on his dastdr like a ka lqh i. 
Then he handed the letter over to Raja Khub Chand BahMur, 
the mlr-munihi, and ordered him to get upon the chawki 
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furnished with red mak^med and read it aloud. The tnir-munslil 
did as he was bidden. Immediately after the reading of the 
letter a salute of twenty-one guns was fired. The Nawwab 
received nadhr from those present. Flowers and betel leaves 
were distributed and then the Nawwab dissolved the darbSr. 
There was a social gathering that night. 

Second Chapter. 

An excursion to mtnS-b6zar in B&gh-i-kttS^^'. feast to 
the sisters in the diwan-khana of Kalas-fnahall and 
Mub&rak-chawkl', the receipt of a letter from Apaf 
Jah NizU,m\ll-Mulk Bahadur', the marriage of NOprifd 
Dawla Muhammad JJahibull&h KhSn Bah&dur. 

One day in accordance with the desire of his sisters, 
Nawwab ^ib gave orders to the kotwSl of Tirmalkari 
(Triplicane) as follows: 

** A market is to be held round about Sabz-bangla, 
Mubarak'chawki and the big dlivSn-khdna. where jewellers must 
offer for sale jewels set with precious stones ; traders who deal 
in shal, fruit-sellers, corn-chandlers, sweetmeat vendors, and 
others must put on the market, goods proper to each of them to 
the value of about fifty thousand rupees. 1 wish to buy in the 
market and provide recreation for the ladies. Therefore you 
should give instructions to every one of.the traders to get ready 
in a period of three or four days all the commodities pertaining 
to their trade and to depute their respective wives to sell them. 
It should be also notified tliat no male member over six months 
of age be permitted to enter the area. This market with ckawk 
and bSsSr should come into existence the very moment I order 
for it.” 

The Nawwab appointed Bahr^ Jang Bahadur also to 
attend to this work. 
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The koHv&l executed the orders of the Nawwfih within the 
prescribed time and sent information about this to the Nawwab 
through Bahrain Jang Bahadur. 

Next day Nawwab sahib made arrangements to screen the 
area from the house of his elder sister as far as the big dlivan- 
khSna and from the houses of his two other sisters, to erect 
tents wherever necessary, and to post on all sides armed pahra. 
He invited all his three sisters, their family, other ladies and 
relatives to Mubarak-cbawkI before sunrise. He got ten 
khanta full of coins from a room in Mubarak-chawki and 
distributed thus : elder sister, 2,000 rupees, the other two sisters 
1,000 rupees each, their daughters and daughters- in daw 200 
rupees each, ladies of rank belonging to their family 100 rupees 
each, some slave-girls from 20 rupees to 5 rupees each; the 
nephews 200 rupees each, fablilrnl and such others 2 rupees 
each. 

Then he told them thus: “Each of you should go to the 
shops and buy what is best in your view. Grains and other 
necessary things for the morning and evening meals also should 
be purchased from the shops. You may buy and eat whatever 
you like.” 

He gave thirty hnn to his sisters asking them to arrange 
for his meals. 

In obedience to the order of the Nawwab all went about to 
make purchases. They bought provisions for cooking food, 
besides jewels and clothes which they took a fancy to. Then 
they cooked their food. Thus they spent the time from morn- 
ing till evening. Goods to the value of nearly 40,000 rupees 
were sold on that day. The Nawwab had his afternoon dinner 
with his sisters in the big diwSn-MiSna. Then he gave the 
ladies leave to depart and removed the arrangements for the 
zenana. 
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The Nawwab asked Bahrain Jang Bahadur to find out from 
the kohvSl the quantity of goods that were sold out and the 
quantity left unsold in all the shops. Next morning Bahram 
Jang Bahadur turned his attention to this; he appointed two or 
three mutasaddis of the sarkar to go round with the kotzv&l 
and take stock. After stock-taking it was ascertained that 
some jewels, sMls worth about seven thousand rupees, a small 
quantity of grains, sweetmeats and such other things alone 
were left unsold. When this report was sent to the Nawwab 
he gave orders that jewels and sMls be bought for the sarkar 
and the same be entrusted with Muhammad Ma'sum ; that 
the price for other commodities also be paid by the sarkir. 
Then he gave orders to remove the shops from the h&gh by 
the evening. Bahram Jang Bahadur executed the orders of 
the Nawwab and the shops were removed. 

Section 1. 

On the 14th of the month Nawwab sahib gave orders that 
arrangements should be made for the zenana from the dhvSn- 
khdna of Kalas-mahall and Mubarak-chawkl as far as the 
houses of his two sisters, for the purpose of seeing the full 
moon on the sea-shore. He gathered together at about 5 o’clock 
all the ladies in the big dlwSn-khana and had his evening meal 
at Mubarak-chawkl with his sisters and their children. Then he 
got up the terrace of the Sabz-bangla with his sisters and 
waited for the rising of the full moon. He also invited 
the widows of Nawwab Muhammad AH Walajah to that 
place and received them with great respect. Then he presented 
humbly Nawwab Ra’Isifn-nisa Bcgam and Nawwab Zebu’n-nisa 
Begam, the mother of Husayn Nawaz Khan Bahadur, and 
Sarfaraz Khan Bahadur each with 500 rupees ; he presented 
his three sisters with 500 rupees each, and also gave presents 
to their dependents according to rank. After fruits and 
other things were distributed, he bade them all farewell at 
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about 10 o'clock and removed the arrangements for the 
zenana. Then Nawwub sfihib returned to Fatah-chawkl. 

Section 2. 

Nawwab Asaf Jih Nizamii’l>Mulk Bahadur addressed an 
‘indyat-ndtna to Nawwab ‘Umdatu’I-Umara Bahadur, congratu- 
lating him on the marriage of Tajii’l-Umara Bahadur, his son, 
and sent it to Madras with presents of klLtHit and jwn'dhir 
through Sa'Idu’d-Dawla Bahadur, the Asaf-jahl vakil. When 
the news of the arrival to Madras of the 'indyat-ndnia reached 
Nawwab ‘Umdatii’l-Umara Bahadur, he gave orders to Bahram 
Jang Bahadur that he should arrange to decorate the diwdn- 
khdna of Kalas-mahall and instruct all the officers to be present 
there at 11 o’clock on the day of the arrival of Sa^du’d-Dawla 
Bahadur. 

In accordance with the order of the Nawwfib, all the 
officers and servants were present in the darbdr at the appointed 
time. The Asaf-jfihi vakil was given a warm welcome and the 
'indyal-ndma and khUhl were received with high respect. The 
mlr-munshl was asked to read the ‘indyat-ndma and the Nawwab 
rejoiced to hear the contents. He presented the vakil with a 
sarpech set with precious stones, an expensive scarlet dushdla, 
pdnddn, guldb-pdsh and "itr-ddn, and bade him farewell. 

Section 3. 

One day in the month of Dhu’l-hai i. 1213 A.H. Nawwfib 
sahib paid a visit to his second sister to inquire how she was 
after she took the laxative. The Nawwab’s other sisters also went 
with him. In the course of the conversation, reference to the 
matrimonial alliance of Na§infd-Dawia Muhammad IJablbullah 
Khan Bahadur, son of Iftij^aru’d-Dawla Muhammad Nasir 
Khan Bahadur, was made. Nawwab Sultann’n-nisa Begam said : 
“It will be very commendable to fix up the marriage of Na$iru’d- 
Dawla with the daughter of Ghulam JilanI Khan. ‘Umdatu’n- 
nisa Begam $ahiba, the mother of Nasiru’d-Dawla submitted, “If 
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this is the decision of the elders, I will conform to it/* 
Immediately Sultanu’n-nisa Begam $ahiba communicated- the 
decision to Bachnubi, who belonged to the nobility of Gopamaw 
and was the mother-in-law of Ghulam JllanI Khan, through 
Fatima Begam, the daughter of Najibullah Khan. Bachnubi 
sent the following reply : “I have no concern with this affair. 
Ghulam Jllani Khan, the father of the bride, has interest in 
this.” Then Fatima Begam invited Ghulam Jllani Khan to the 
house of his mother-in-law and communicated the news of the 
proposed matrimonial alliance. 

The Khan was reduced to perplexity and replied : ‘T have 
not got a daughter deserving to be of this relationship. How 
can poor people like me aspire for a matrimonial alliance with 
atiitrs.” When Fajtima Begam heard these plain words, she 
returned to Nawwab Sulj^anu’n-nisa Begam sahiba, and com- 
municated to her the reply she received from Bachnubi and 
Ghulam Tllani Khan. 

At that time Nasiru’d-Dawla became impulsive, as young 
men are, and importuned Nawwab §ahib, his uncle, thus : **My 
dear uncle, at any cost my marriage alliance should be fixed up 
with that family only. It should be settled this very day.” The 
Nawwab was moved to laughter and then he asked his sisters : 
“Why does Ghulam Jllani object to this alliance?” The sisters 
submitted, “There seems to be no other reason except his own 
malignan cy. They are vain people. Well, we will fix up the 
marriage with some other family.” 

Nawwab $ahib said to them, “There idiould not be malig- 
nancy to the ruler. You may all remember how his father be- 
haved badly towards Nawwab Muhammad AH Walajah Bahadur, 
my father, when he proposed the marriages of my brothers, 
JIusamifl-Mulk Bahadur and Na$Iru’l-Mulk Bahadur, with the 
sisters of this Ghulam JIl^I I^an. But his father was treated 
with indignity and put in prison in the taluk of Nellore; then 
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only he gave his consent to the proposed matrimonial alliance. 
Ghulam JilanI is his son; perhaps he will also give his consent 
after undergoing the experiences of his father." Then continu- 
ed Nawwab sahib, “By any means this matter should be settled 
today. The rasm-i-bqd must be performed and other ceremonies 
pertaining to marriage also should be gone through in the 
course of this Dhrfl-ha j j month." 

Tlien he called at once Bahram Jang Bahadur and Mir 
Asadullah Khan Bahadur and conveyed through them the 
following message to Ghulam Jll&ni Khan. “Today is an 
auspicious day, I wish to settle the marriage of Nnsinfd-Dawla 
Muhammad Habibullah Khan Bah^ur, my nephew, with your 
eldest daughter. It is desirable that the ceremony of iiqd is 
gone through today, and the marriage also may be celebrated 
this very month ; for, in a week it will be the sacred month of 
Muharraro."! 

GhuISm JilanI Khan was very much agitated and troubled 
at this imperious message of the Nawwab. Then he sent the 
following reply : “It may be presumptuous on the part of this 
humble slave if he ventures upon a reply instead of giving a 
tacit consent to the proposal. 1 submit that you arc a lord of 
bounty, a beneficent master, a ra'ls, and an absolute ruler. But 
this slave is one of those slaves and despicable men who hang 
about your generous door-steps. Alliance with slaves is no good 
alliance. Therefore this slave had not the courage to accept the 
proposal.” 

The two Bahadurs conveyed the reply of Ghulam JilanI 
Khan to Nawwab sahib. 


(1) Muharram lit. “That which is forbiddea” : anything sacred. It is 
the first month in the Muslim calendar. The first ten days of this month are 
observed in commemoration of the martyrdom of Busayn, the second son of 
Fatima, the Prophet’s daughter. The ceremonies of the Mubarram differ 
much in different places and countries. 
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The Nawwab spoke furiously thus : 

“Ghulam JllanI Khan also wants to undergo the same 
unpleasant experience as his father did when the marriage of 
his daughters was proposed. His father was put in fetters and 
kept under restraint. God willing, today the engagement will 
be decided upon by any means, irrespective of Ghulam JilanI 
Khan's wishes.” 

The Nawwab called Muhammad Ibrahim the risSladar, 
gave him 5 htin from his own pocket, and said : “Get ready at 
once a tray of four trays full of sugar candy, dates, 

betel, flowers and other necessary things for marriage and 
another tray of iron fetters.” 

The risaladdr immediately got ready the things and 
brought them before the Nawwab, who sent them to the house 
of his second sister for the inspection of all his sisters. 

Then he sent for the trays and kept them with himself. He 
told Bahrani Jang Bahadur and Mir Asadullah Khan Bahadur 
thus : “Both of you go again to Ghulam Jilani ]^an, apprise 
him of my anger and frighten him into submission by saying as 
follows : “Your objection and obstinacy in this affair will be 
of no avail. Yoitfr father also put forth meaningless objections 
when Nawwab Muhammad All Walajah Bahadur proposed the 
marriage of my brothers with your sisters. But his impudence 
was of little avail. It is necessary tliat he should recall the past 
to his mind and not deviate from the path of obedience. He 
must agree to the proposal and give satisfaction to me. The 
consequence of this will reveal itself in future.” 

The Bahadurs went again to the house of Ghulam Jilani 
Kh an and informed him about the views of tlie Nawwab. As 
the Khan was already informed that fetters had been got ready, 
he had to get over his rebellious mood and he gave his consent 
to the proposal with certain conditions. They were : 
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(1) “Your highness may be pleased to shed lustre on the 
house of this poor man by your presence and then the matter 
can be fixed up in your presence. 

(2) “ TJmdatifn-nisa Begam s^iiba, the mother of the 
bridegroom, should pay a visit to the house of this humble 
slave on the day of jaliva and raise me in the estimation of 
others. 

(3) “This servant must be granted an allowance of five 
hundred rupees every month. 

(4) “If the status of this humble servant be raised by 
conferring upon him the titles Bahadur and Jang, it will not be 
incongruous witli your highness' favour.” 

The Bahadurs represented to the Nawwab that (ihulam 
JllanI Khan had acquiesced in the proposal on certain conditions. 
As soon as the Nawwab heard that Ghulam Jllani Khan had 
agreed to the marriage proposal, he asked the risaladUr to 
take away the iron chains. He consented to fulfil the conditions 
of Ghulam Jllani Khan and also sent information of this 
fact to his sisters. Then out of regard for tlie feelings of his 
own nephew and the recommendations of Ra’isu’l-Umara 
Bahadur, the Nawwab started that very moment with Bahrain 
Jang Bahadur and others, to visit Ghulfuii Jllani lOiiin. He 
gave orders to Bahrain Jang Bahadur thus: 

“Let ^ulain Jllani Khan be honoured with the title 
JkhtiySr Jang Bahadur, and be given an allowance of live 
hundred rupees every month.” 

In accordance with the order of the Nawwab, Bahrain 
Jang Bahadur took steps to carry out the formalities of the law 
and the Khan was honoured with the title and a monthly 
allowance. 

Ghulam Jllani Khan submitted twenty-one rupees as mdhr 
to the Nawwab and kissed his feet. The Nawwab raised him 
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from his feet, and said: *<Be at ease; the bridegroom’s 
mother will go over to your house on the day of jaiwa and 
take the bride in her company.” 

Then the Nawwab commanded the risdladar thus : "Bring 
here at once the four trays of sugar candy, flowers, and other 
things, from the house of my second sister with music of nawbat.” 
The risiladSr returned in about an hour with all the things. 

The Nawwab told Mir Asadullah Khan Bahadur as 
follows: "You are an 'd/im read under Mawlana Abdu’l>Ali 
sahib. You can conduct the marriage ceremony of the 
daughter of Ghulam JilanI Khan Ilditiyar Jang Bahadur, with 
Muhammad Habibullah I^ian Na§irn’d-Dawla Bahadur, the 
son of Muhammad Nasir Khan Bahadur. Bahram Jang will 
be the vakil for Muhammad Habibullah.” 

The marriage ceremony was thus gone through about an 
hour before sunset, and those present addressed one another 
with expressions of joy. Nawwab sahib put Ghulam JllanI 
Khan Ikhtivar Jang Bahadur at his ease, and also communicated 
his joy to JllanI Khan’s wife with the following news : "Three 
thousand rupees will be sent to you today through my senior 
sister for the expenses of marriage. It is necessary to begin 
marriage celebrations from tomorrow and finish them early; 
for, the holy Muharram is fast approaching.” 

Then the Nawwab left that place and went to the house of 
his second sister and congratulated them all. He called aside 
Na$irifd-Oawla and hugged him with affection. He sent for 
eight thousand rupees from the treasury and sent three 
thousand rupees to Ghulam JllanI Khan, on bdialf of his senior 
sister, through Muhammad IbrAhlm the risOlader, with instruc- 
tions that everything should be got ready for the marriage and 
the celebration finished in the month of Dhifl-hajj. He gave 
five thousand rupees to his younger sister with dinKtions that 
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arrangements be made as quickly as possible and in such a 
manner that the r<istn of chawthl be finished by the afternoon 
of the 29th of Dhu’I-hajj, and the bride be sent to her father's 
house before the crescent moon was sighted. 

In accordance with the orders of the Nawwab, Ghulam 
Jilani Khan made everything ready, and on the 22nd of Dhtfl- 
hajj commenced the marriage celebrations which were brought 
to an end as desired by the Nawwab. 

During these celebrations the Nawwab shed lustre on the 
happy majlis twice by his presence. He visited the mSttfa-klidna 
of the bridegroom on the day of the rastn of sanchaq at the 
time of rang-bdsi, when a drop of coloured water fell on his 
nhn-dstin of white shdl. I ftikharu’d-Dawla Bahadur offered 
to wipe that off with his own robe. Immediately Nawwab 
.sahib doffed his along with contents of the pockets : 

gariyOl, ganj, muhr-i-jSbi, about one hundred han, and made a 
present of the nim-dstln to I ftikharu’d-Dawla Bahadur. The 
Bahadur paid his obeisance for these gifts, put on the nlm-Ostin 
and paid nodAr to the Nawwab. Next day the Nawwab asked 
I ftikharu’d-Dawla Bahadur to return the muhr-i-jebi and keep 
the rest of the articles found in the pockets of nlm-Ostin. The 
Bahadur returned the muhr on which was inscribed the naqsh.-i- 
buddti^. 

On the eve of shgb-gasht Nawwfib sahib visited the house 
of his younger sister to inspect the arrangements in charge of 
Muhammad Kifayatullah, an old servant of the sarkOr, whose 
ancestors had served from tlie days of Nawwab Anwaru’d-DTn 
Khan Shahid. He was in the service of Amiru’d-Dawla 
Bahadur and was appointed to assist I ftikharu’d-Dawla 
Bahadur in this marriage. Muhammad Kifayatullah managed 
everything with great economy and prudence, which pleased 
Nawwab $ahib very much. He invited Muhammad Kifayatul- 
lah to the mOnja-th^na and conferred on him the title NajObat- 
Al% KhOn BtAOdur and took nadhr from him. 
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When everything was made ready for shah-gasht, sehra 
was fastened to the bridegroom, in the presence of NaWwab 
§ahib, by Amirtfd-Dawla Bahadur, Salar Jang Bahadur and 
Bahram Jang Bahadur. The Nawwab took the bridegroom in 
his company, went to the zenana, where the rasnt of sharbat- 
ndshi was gone through. Then he came out with the bride- 
groom, made him sit on horse-back and sent him away. On 
the morning of jahva, Nawwab ‘LJmdatu’n-nisa Begam §ahiba, 
the mother of the bridegroom, rode in a mahaddl along with her 
sisters’ daughters, and went to the house of GhulamJIlanI Khan 
l]^tiyar Jang Bahadur. At that time Nawwab sahib also 
shed light on this house by his presence and returned to his 
happy residence after the completion of the ceremony. 

‘Umdatu’n-nisa Begam sahiba performed the rasnt of 
runuma’l and salami, and conducted the bride to her residence 
in a separate carriage in the company of Malikii’n-nisa Begam’s 
daughter, her own niece and daughter-in-law. The two sisters 
of Umdatii’n-nisa Begam who were present at her house for 
the marriage, gave presents to the bride on the occasion of 
rununtS’J. Nawwab Sultamfn-nisa Begam §ahiba presented 
the bride with a chand stsphrd set with precious stones, and 
Nawwab Malikn’n-nisa Begam sahiba with a bSzU-band adorned 
with jewels. The bride and bridegroom were sent to the 
bride’s house on the 29th of Dhu’l-haj j where the ceremony of 
chawthi was gone through. Then ‘Umdatu’n-nisa Begam led 
them back to her own house, and sent away the bride alone to 
her father’s house in the afternoon on tliat day. She conduct- 
ed the bride to her own house on the 15th of Muharram. 
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Third Chapter. 

■ The trip to the vine-yard, and the sea-shore', the dispatch 
of an Urlza along with presents to the English King 
requesting him to recognise the claims of T&jvil- 
Umard Bahddur, his son, to succeed to the throne 
after him-, the sending away of the coffin of the late 
Naxvtvdh Muhammad All Waldj&h Bahadur to 
Nattharnagar. 

During the spring when the vine-yard yields good grapes, 
Nawwab ‘Umdatii’I-Uinara Bahadur arranged, in accordance 
with the desire of his sisters, to make everything ready for an 
excursion to the vine-arbour. One morning he made arrange- 
ments for purdah from the houses of his sisters as far as Nusrat- 
mahall, Fatah-chawkI, and the courtyard where a pulley was 
fixed to draw sweet water contiguous to the vine-arbour. Then 
tents were pitched in the secluded area. He invited all the 
sisters and their dependants. The Nawwab enjoyed himself. 
The sisters were much enlivened; they plucked fruits which 
were collected and distributed along with other kinds of faiits 
after the royal repast. The excursion lasted till noon. Nawwab 
sahib presented every one with cash ranging from a rupee to 
five ashrafl, gave them all leave to depart and himself returned 
to Fatah-chawki. 


Section 1. 

During the summer Nawwab §ahib gave Iftikharu’d-Dawla 
Bahadur one thousand rupees to get ready a thatched house on 
the sea-shore opposite to the sea gate contiguous to the house of 
his younger sister, in order that it might be useful on occasions 
of excursions to the sea. He was instructed to form plans for 
a lofty building with straw-covered roof, floor paved with bricks, 
walls painted in rose-coloured lime, rooms devised in a manner 
pretty to look at, extensive courtyards, and compound enclosed 
with bamboo tatty fitted in an elegant style. He was also to 
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arrange to furnish the house with carpets got from farra§hr 
hh&na and lights from tahlur-kh&na. 

In obedience to the order, 1 f tikhartf d-Dawla Baliadur got 
ready such a building and communicated the news of its com- 
pletion to the Nawwab. Nawwab $ahib and his sisters witli their 
dependants visited that house every day at 1 1 a.m. ; he took his 
afternoon dinner there with them all and then distributed fruits 
and presents. He stayed there till 8 o’clock in the night 
and then returned. This practice was continued for twenty 
days. 

In the course of his trips to this new building every day, he 
was planning to send a letter to the English King in regard to 
the claims of Taj u’l-Umara, his son, to succeed to the throne 
after him and was collecting a number of presents for the 
English King. He always consulted with Colonel Barrett 
Bahadur in this affair whether it might be sent to the English 
King (George III) through the exalted Prince (later on, George 
IV) the agent (Regent) to his majesty the English King. 

When the Nawwab had finished his collection of presents, 
he brought these to Fatah-chawld. One evening he sat in tlie 
thatched house and invited Colonel Barrett Bahadur, Bahram 
Jang Bahadur and a few other ministers to his presence. He 
sent for the boxes that contained all the articles collected at 
Fatah-chawld; a pair of horses of good breed from the royal 
stable with trappings, and saddles fitted with mammal and em- 
broidery. He got ready a golden nalka for the letters. 
Among the gifts there were some set with precious stones and 
unbored pearls. These were packed in small boxes in the pre- 
sence of a vakil, one of the English sardSrs. The trappings 
were packed in big boxes. All these were locked, wrapped in 
wax-cloth and sealed. The Nawwab went with the boxes con- 
taining precious gifts and letters as far as the boat, entrusted 
them to the vakil, while other boxes of gifts and horses were 
flipped in his presence. At the time of getting into the suksOwan, 
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Nawwab $ahib spoke'thus to the officers : **This is a matter 
connected with long distance. It is not known whether the 
treacherous time will practise deceit. Allah is the Preserver 
and Protector of all.” Then he took leave of the officers and 
others and returned to his palace. 

Section 2. 

The Nawwab made everything ready for sending the 
coffin of Nawwab Mu^mmad All Walajah Bahadur, his noble 
father, to Natthamagar. On the morning of Thursday, the 
3rd of Rabi'uA-^anl, 1213 A.H., the Nawwab went to the house 
of Shah Mahmud ;ahib Saw! with the officers and got ready 
all the retinue. He gave orders to Salar Jang Bahadur, Bahram 
Jang Bahadur, and Haji Hafig Maghrib! $ahib, thus : “Get the 
respectable coffin out of the tomb, bring it to the courtyard of 
the mosque and then send word to me. I shall be present when 
it is sent off to Natthamagar.” 

In obedience to the order of the Nawwab, Bahram Jang 
Baliadur and others brought tlic coffin out of the tomb, filled 
the pit with wheat and dried flowers that were there and levelled 
it. They opened the coffin, perfumed it with Itr and other rich 
perfume, and rose water and closed it. They brought it to the 
courtyard of the mosque, and communicated the news to the 
Nawwab. 

The Nawwab went to the mosque. As soon as he saw the 
coffin, sorrowful tears trickled down his cheeks. He adorned 
the coffin with a cloth woven with golden threads, covered it 
with flowers, and placed it under a canopy supported on silver 
pillars. Then he sent the coffin in great state to the mosque in 
Sayyidabad, (Saidapet) followed by all nobles, shay^, 
fidfiss, dur&d-khwins of the sarkdr as well as those in the 
employ of the daughters and widows of the late Nawwfib, and 
a large crowd. He also gave instructions thus : 

“Keep the coffin in the mosque of SayyidAbid for two days 
till other arrangements are made ready for the journey and the 
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mansils are fixed. I shall go over there day after tomorrow 
about the time of afternoon-prayer and then send it.” 

Then the Nawwab left that place, and visited the newly- 
built house of Mubariz Jang Bahadur facing the sea and contigu- 
ous to the house of Shah Mahmud $ahib Sawi. About 9 o'clock 
in the night the Nawwab gave orders to lay the table and sent 
for trays of food brought from the houses of Shah Mahmud ;ahib 
Sawl, and Mubariz Jang Bahadur. He had his dinner in the 
company of his nephews and some trustworthy companions and 
returned to Fatah-chawk!. He wrote from this place a hukm- 
nSma, with details in a list, in regard to the dispatdiof the coffin, 
in the name of Bahram Jang Bahadur. The list contained 
names of halting places en route, instructions to establish rest- 
houses at every stage for the comfort of travellers, and orders 
for the grant of four kdni of land as iniant to every one of the 
rest-houses in these halting places. Next day he called Bahram 
Jang Bahadur, gave him the list and a few thousands of rupees 
for expenses on the way and instructed him thus : 

“Get two or three tents from the farr&sh-khdna, put the 
load on elephants and send them to Sayyidabad. The tents 
will be useful in the stages. Go to the mosque in Sayyidabad 
early in the morning and make everything ready for the journey. 
1 shall go over there in the afternoon after dinner, and dispatch 
the coffin.” 

Bahram Jang Bahadur carried out the instructions of the 
Nawwab and reached Sayyidabad. Nawwab §ahib arrived at 
that place at the time of afternoon-prayer and dispatched the 
coffin to its destination. Bahram Jang BahSdur was directed 
by the Nawwab to pass along every tnaneil as per programme 
and to summon the troops of the English and the sarkSr when 
the coffin reached the limits of Nattharnagar and then enter 
the fort gate followed by a large army. The Bahddur took 
leave of the Nawwfib and started on his journey. 

During that period Na$Irtfl-Mulk Bahadur was at Natthar- 
nagar. As the news of tlie departure of Bahram Jang Bahkdur 
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with the coffin was already communicated to Na$irrfl-Mulk 
Bahadur, he went out of the fort with all shaykhs, and 

fuzali on the day of the arrival of the coffin and followed it as 
far as the entrance to the shrine of jga^rat Nattharwali ;ahiband 
made arrangements for the burial to the right of the holy shrine, 
with the assistance of shaykhs and ’ulamS. He made elaborate 
arrangements for fdtifM on the 3rd, 10th, 20th, and 40th days 
after burial, and for die distribution of charities. Lighting 
arrangements were excellent on these occasions. 

After the fatiha on the 40th day. Bah ram Jang Bahadur 
made all arrangements at the place as per instructions of the 
Nawwab and returned to Madras. He appeared before the 
Nawwab, and gave a continuous account of his journey to 
Nattharnagar and the burial of the coffin of Nawwab Muham- 
mad All Walajah Bahadur. His dexterity and good will pleased 
the Nawwab who presented him with a white shdl .and a 
rdtndl from his own wardrobe. 

Fourth Ch after. 

General Harris Bahadur pays a visit to the NazmuSb ; 
Mtr !S.lam Bahadur and his son seek an interviezv with 
the Nawiv&b through General Harris Bahadur. 

After the subjugation of the fort of Seringapatan and the 
death of Tippu Sultan Shahid, the successor to the Bahadur 
well-known as Qaydar Naik, General Harris Bahadur^ reached 
Madras and had an interview with Nawwab Umdatu’l-Umara 


(1) Lieut.-General George Harris succeeded Clarke in March, 1797, as 
Commander-in-chief of Madras. On the 21st February, 1798, he became 
provisional Governor and held that office until the arrival of Lord Clive 
in August, 1798. General Harris commanded the Madras army at Vellore in 
February 1799, against Tippfi Sultiin. The English army were joined by the 
NieSm’s army commanded by Mir ‘Alam. On the 5th April, the allied forces 
appeared before Seringapatan, drove in the enemy’s outposts, and began the 
siege. A month later, on the 4th May. the assault was delivered by General 
David Baird, and the fortified city was carried by storm with great slaughter 
of the defenders. Tippu Sultfin shot through the head, was found amid 
a heap of slain. The standards of Mysore were brought to Fort St. George 
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Bahadur after obtaining permission to meet him at 11 A.M., 
on the 14th of l^afar 1214 A.H. The interview took 
place in the diwSn-^Sna of Kalas-mahall. General Harris 
jubilantly gave him a continuous account of the battle, the 
subjugation of the fort of Seringapatan, his own exertions, and 
attempts to master the enemy, and the endeavours of other 
frang sdrddrs. He also revealed the feelings of Mir !S.lam 
Bahadur to gain distinction by meeting the Nawwab. 

The Nawwab observed : “Success and victory for friends 
are equivalent to our success and victory which provide an occa- 
sion for our rejoicing. May Allah, exalted be He, make this 
victory agreeable to you and all our friends.” Then he took 
out ten hun-kurk from his pocket, and gave it to Bahram Jang 
Bahadur directing him to purchase immediately sugar for that 
amount and distribute it. With regard to the meeting of Mir 
S.lam Bahadur, Nawwab sahib said : “I shall meet Mir &lam 
after five or six days. I learn that he is affected with leprosy. 
1 wish to meet him by the side of staircase to avoid giving him 
trouble. I shall send word to him two days before the date of 
meeting.” 

The Nawwab presented General Harris with pUndSn, 
%trddn, gulab-pash aud bade him farewell. Then the Nawwab 
spoke as follows to Bahram Jang Bahadur with a tear-stained 
face : “It is a pity, a thousand pities, that a powerful Muslim 
ruler, a source of strength and power to the followers of the 
religion of Muhammad, (peace be on him) has departed from 
this impermanent world to the everlasting abode. <Verily we 
are for Allah and to All^ we return/ The ten hun-kurk I gave 
you in the presence of General Harris for the purpose of 
purchasing and distributing sugar, was to ^ow ostensibly my 
joy. But my real intention was that the amount should be 

by Lkutf Harris of the 74th Regiment, son of the Commander-in-Chief, 
and presented with great ceremony to the Governor-General. 

See Henry Davison Love.— Ferriffer of Old Madras, Vol. Ill, pp. 
458-461. 
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distributed to faqirs and misklns in the name of that Sultan 
Shahid for the benefit of his souU.” 

Section 1. 

A few days after General Harris’ interview with the 
Nawwab, Mir Alam^ was asked to meet him. The dlwdn-khana 
of Kalas-mahall was furnished with carpets, lamps, and shdmu 
y&na. All the nobles and officers were instructed to put on 
white and clean robes and be present at the diwan-khana on 
Saturday, the 23rd of Safar, 1214 A.H. The retinue also was 
ordered to be ready at the ddrvfl-amdra. At about 7 o’clock on 
the appointed day, the Nawwab arrayed himself in rich 
robes, came out with Taju’l-Umara Bahadur and Ra’isu’I- 
Umara Bahadur and other nephews, and all nobles, and spoke 
thus to Mubariz Jang Bahadur and Bahram Jang Bahadur: 

‘Owing to the kindness and favour of A‘zamrfl-Umara 
Mushiru’l-Mulk Bahadur and the endeavour, and encouragement 
of Hashmat Jang Bahadur, the Resident^ at Haydarabad, Mir 

(1) See appeadix C for the chronogram which gives the date of Tippu 
Sultan’s death. 

(2) Mir *Alam (Sayyid Abifl’Qasim) represented the Nizam's government 
at Calcutta in 1786 A.D. When Aristojah A'zamufl-Umara, the minister of 
Nizam All Khan was taken prisoner by the Mahrattas, Mir 'Alam acted as 
minister. He supported the cause of the East India Company against Tippu 
Sultan in Mysore between the years 1791 and 1799, and was present when 
Seringapatan was taken by the English. After a temporary eclipse Mir 'Alam 
succeeded Aristojah as minister in 1804 and held that office till his death in 
1808. He constructed the well-known lake, named after him, at Haydarabad, 

(3) Colonel James Achilles Kirkpatrick was the British Resident during 
the reign of Nawwab Nizam All Khan Bahadur (1761-1803). During the eight 
years (1797-1805) Colonel Kirkpatrick occupied the position of the Resident in 
Haydarabad, he was very friendly with the Nizam of Haydarabad and his 
Prime Minister named Aristojah A'Samtfl-Umara. Major Kirkpatrick lived 
in oriental magnificence. The Nizam bestowed on him the title (lashmai Jang 
(magnificent in battle). He married a Muslim girl known as Sbayrifn-nisa 
Begam (excellent among women). His marriage with ShayruTn-nisa Begam 
forms an interesting episode in the story of Anglo-Indian romance. Of this 
union were born two children, a son and a daughter. It was arranged with the 
mother’s consent that the two children aged four and three years should go to 
England to be brought up there. They found an English home in the house 
of their paternal grandfather and afterwards with one of their cousins. They 
were, however, destined never to see their parents again, for a little later 
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S.lani attained high rank and supreme mansab in the darbSy 
of Asaf Jah. He was appointed fawjdSr to render assistance 
to the English troops at Seringapatan. He became victorious 
and is now on his way back to Haydarabad. He expressed his 
desire through the Giovemor to meet me. He may have in view 
the customs prevalent in the A§af Jahl darbSr. Perhaps he may 
not know the customary dignity pertaining to this darbSr. By 
the grace of Allah, exalted be He, glory be to Him, and by 
means of the favours of Shah 55.1am Bahadur Padshah GhazI, 
the Emperor at Delhi, this government also ranks among other 
governments. This is a powerful state, for we are distinguish- 
ed from others by the mattfab, i.e., wisSrat-i-sUbadar of the 
fUba of the Carnatic. Therefore when Hamidu'd-Dawla and 
Hadiifd-Dawla reached Madras from Haydarabad, during the 
reign of Muhammad All Walajah Bahadur, he kept in view his 
own rank and rendered to them civilities at the meeting accord- 
ing to their rank. There is no indication in what way Mir 
&Iam intends to meet me. But he is afflicted with leprosy and 
this offers an excuse for meeting him by the side of the stair- 
case.” 

Mubariz Jang Bahadur and others submitted: “Your 
highness’ idea is exceedingly nice.” 

The Nawwtb gave orders to put a couch of green maimed 
for himself and three chairs opposite to the couch in pish- 
dSlUn verging on the edge of the carpet for his beloved son and 
others, ten chairs and another one for Colonel Barrett Bahadur 
behind the couch. 

Major Kirkpatrick died in Calcutta (1805) and his Muslim widow returned 
and stayed at Haydarabad. The name ?(lbtb Bigam Bibl ^abiba (our little 
princess and English lady), which her Indian mother had given her daughter, 
was changed into Catherine Aurora (better known as Kitty). She died at 
the age of 87 and left many children, while her brother died young leaving 
a widow with three children. 

Kitty was the most fascinating of women and she has been enshrined in 
English literature. "She is the Kitty Kirkpatrick of Carlyle’s 'Reminiscences’ 
and the ‘Blumine’ of his Sartor Resartus." The famous Scott dcKribes her 
in one place as "a half Begam: a semi-OrienUl Englidhwoman." 

136 


Ch. 4— mIr 'Alam's interview With the nawwab 

They arranged seats as per instructions and awaited the 
arrival of Mir &lam Bahadur. At about 9 o’clock the trooper 
brought the news that the conveyance of Mir S.lam had 
entered BSgh-i-khass. Meanwhile, the conveyance arrived and 
it was followed by his retinue composed of retainers, bdnddrs, 
chdbddrs, armed jawdns, najtb-troops, numbering about one 
hundred men. The retinue were left outside the gate of the 
dlwdn-khdna of Kalas-mahall. Only two suksdwans occupied by 
Mir S.lam and MIc Dawran, his son, reached in front of 
the ddldn of the big dlwdn-khdna followed by his select com- 
panions, servants, chdbddrs and bdnddrs. At the request of the 
Nawwab, the suksdzvan of Mir !&lam was brought as far as the 
edge of the staircase near his own couch. When Mir Alam 
got down from his suksdwan, the Nawwab rose, caught hold of 
the hand of the Bahadur, and conducted him up the stairs. 
Mir ^lam observed all the formaliti.s at the time of meeting 
the Nawwab, who also embraced him after the oriental fashion, 
and requested him to take his seat. Then Mii; S.lam presented 
Mir Dawran, his son, to the Nawwab. Mir Dawran submitted 
a nadhr of five muhr and thus took a pride in meeting the 
Nawwab. Mir Alam sat on a couch near the Nawwab, while 
Mir Dawran was seated on a chair. Then Mir Alam introduced 
some of his own companions to the Nawwab, intimating to him 
the mansabs held by each one of them. They all submitted nadhr 
to the Nawwab. Among the companions of Mir S.lam there 
was one who had the title Bahrdm Jang. After the formal 
presentation of this companion of Mir Alam, Nawwab s§hib 
was silent for a while and then called Qadir Nawaz Khan 
Bahadur by his title Bahrdm Jang Bahddur on the pretext of 
giving orders, but in reality to indicate that title to Mir &lam. 
Immediately Bahram • Jang, the companion of Mir 
thought that he was wanted by Nawwab ^ahib and got up from 
his seat. The NawwaJb remarked: “I called my own Halirfn i 
Jang Bahadur.” Nir Siam smiled at this and also Nawwab 
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who observed thus to Mir &Iam Bahadur. “This Qddir 
Nawu Khan, in my government also, is virtuous, intelligent, 
learned, affable and good-natured, and the title BoArdm Jang 
is conferred upon him.” Bahram Jang paid his obeisance to 
the Nawwab. Mir S.lam submitted : “I have heard of the 
praiseworthy qualities and good disposition of this person, for 
everyone is loud in his praises.” 

Then Nawwab $ahib inquired about the war, the subjuga- 
tion of the fort of Seringapatan, and other facts about Haydara- 
bSd and spent about an hour in conversation on these topics. At 
the time of leave-taking the Nawwab presented Mir ^Alam with 
some trays : one set contained dushSla and khilbt. and another 
jawahirdt. There were also other gifts like gariyOl, and ganj 
set with jewels, mandUa, and a suksawan made in England with 
the decorative design of a lion’s mouth. 

Three suksdwans were got from England during the time 
of Nawwab Muhammad Ali Walajah Bahadur. Of these, 
one was presented by Nawwab XJmdatifl-Umara Bahadur to . 
Tdjifl-Umara Bahadur and another to Ra’isu’l-Umara Bahadur. 
The Nawwab got back the suksdwan of Tdjifl-Umara Bahadur 
and presented it to Mir iSLlam Bahadur. 

Then the Nawwab conferred dignity on Mir &lam 
Bahadur by offering to him Hirddn, pdnddn, guldb and flowers 
personally and bade him farewell. The Nawwab sent to Mir 
Bahadur in the afternoon fifty trays containing various 
dishes of food. 

A week later Nawwab §idjib sent information of his return 
visit to Mir Slam Bahadur. The Nawwab started on the appoint- 
ed day with Tajifl-Umara Bahadur, Ra’isifl-UmarS Bahadur, 
and other nephews and some of the nobles. The Nawwab was 
dressed out thus : a jdma of white a rflmdf tied to the 
dastdr, a Gusarati qamar-band and a dagger with an embroi- 
dered handle stuck in it, a mandUa round his waist, an fM- 
band of pea-green colour around the neck, and a sword, the hilt 

138 



Cb. 4-NAWWAB returns THE VISIT OF MIR *ALAM 

of which was set with precious stones. Tajifl-Umara Bahadur 
and others who accompanied the Nawwab put on rich dress 
as per instructions and joined the Nawwab. He sent in 
advance armed jawSns, servants and Abyssinians. He drove 
a chSraf drawn by twelve horses, with Tajifl-Umara Bahadur, 
and Ra'istfl-Umara Bahadur, while his other nephews and some 
of the nobles drove in two cMrots. They were followed by 
four female camels, fifty troopers, and a number of pipers and 
standard-bearers. They all went to the camp of Mir Iklam 
Bahadur. As soon as the conveyance of .the Nawwab reached the 
camping ground, Mir iSLlam Bahadur descended from the 
upper storey and received the Nawwab at the foot of the stair- 
case. He took hold of the Nawwab’s hand, and conducted him to 
the upper storey furnished with carpets and chairs. The Nawwab 
stayed there for about an hour. At the time of leave-taking 
Mir &lam Bahadur offered to the Nawwfib p&n and gulab 
personally, while Ra'Isu’l-Umara Bahadur and other nephews of 
the Nawwab were treated to p&n, *itr and gulSb by MIr Dawran 
in person, and the nobles by Bahram Jang, the companion of 
Mir &lam Bahadur. Then Mir S.lam Bahadur accompanied 
the Nawwab and his party when they descended from the 
upper storey and bade them farewell. 

When Mir lS.lam Bahadur started back to ^aydarabdd 
after some days, the Nawwab sent him some trays containing 
food, and provisions for the journey. 
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PART IV. 

First Chapter. 

Miscellaneous incidents in the reign of the Navnvdb; 
trips to the PulimSdavaram tank, MahhUh-bUgh belong- 
ing to IftikhOrtid-Dazvla Bahddur, and Frangikonda 
and its hill; the illness of Nazvwdb Vmdatzil-Umar& 
Bahadur; the arrival of Nawzvdb flusamut-Mulk 
Bahadur from Nattharnagar to inquire after him. 

Every year on the 6th of the holy Muharrarn, Nawwab 
;ahib changed his usual dress and put on green garments. He 
tied langar-i-mannat round his loins in the house of Nawwab 
Sul£anu’n-nisa Begam $ahiba. Then in the afternoon he started 
from there with Bahram Jang Bahadur, Mir Asadullah KhSn 
Bahadur and some other servants followed by bis own retinue 
and a crowd of faqirs to the house opposite to the big gate in 
Bagh-i-kalan where the banner of All was installed with 
great ceremony on the night of the first of Muharram and 
kept on flying till the tenth of that month. During the night 
the Nawwab made arrangements for the passage of the zenana 
to the place where the banner of All was installed and went 
with Sulj^anifn-nisa Begam sahiba and some of his own ladies. 
He kept the langar there and paid nadhr. On the following 
days Nawwab sahib went there sometimes with ladies and 
sometimes with officers. He paid nadhr and said fatilia. 

Section 1. 

Sul|anifn-nisa Begam $ahiba, after obtaining permission 
from the Nawwab, arranged to decorate the dizvan-khdna of 
RaTstH-Umara Bahadur and kept it ready for the birthday 
celebrations of the Nawwab from the 20th to the 24th of the 
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holy Muharram. She distributed trays containing various 
dishes of food and special khUbt to nearest relatives and 
officers like Bahram Jang Bahadur through her servants. At 
11 A.M. on the 25th of Muharram the rasrn of rang was gone 
through; in the afternoon she weighed the Nawwab in the 
zenana. Then in the evening she got up a festive majlis to 
celebrate the event. 

On the occasion of the birthday celebrations of Nawwab 
Muhammad All Walajah BahMur, it was the custom to fire a 
salute of guns in proportion to the age of the Nawwab. But 
Nawwab ‘Umdatrfl-Umara Bahadur dropped this custom 
because his senior sister prevented him from observing it, as 
unpropitious, a salute of guns in proportion to the number of 
years completed being usually fired for the dead. Instead 
of that he ordered that a salute of 21 guns be fired in the 
morning before the ceremony and another salute of 21 guns in 
the evening after the completion of the ceremony. 

On his birthday, at 8 o'clock in the morning, the Nawwab 
ordered for one hundred trays containing vai*ious dishes of food 
to be brought to Nusrat-mahall, invited his nephews, nobles and 
nearest relatives and entertained them in his presence. After 
the ceremony was gone through, he took nadhr in the zenana 
from his brothers and sisters; sometimes he received nadhr 
from a few at Fatah*diawkl, and sometimes in the green-chair 
room. He permitted some to submit the nadhr to Tajifl-Umara 
Bahadur and some to pay it at the house of his senior sister. 


Section 2. 

BahrSlm Jang Bahadur dispatched, as usual, on the 
7th of Safar, tents, carpets and such other things, culinary 
articles, men connected with each work and guards to the 
dargSh of Plr PahlawSn ^hib. He went there in person on 
the 8th of that month, arranged to pitch tents on the seapcoast, 
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decorate the place, and get ready provisions, and then communi- 
cated the news to Nawwab $ahib. The Nawwab started to that 
place with his sons, nephews and trustworthy servants at 6 
o’clock in the morning of the 10th. Bahram Jang Bahadur 
made everything ready for the breakfast in the big tent and 
awaited the arrival of the royal party. The Nawwab arrived 
at 7 o’clock and had breakfast with Tajifl-Umara Bahadur and 
others. After this, other men partook of the food in the big tent. 
The Nawwab went to the darg&h at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, 
offered fdtifta, paid live hundred rupees as nadhr and went 
back to his tent. He had his afternoon meal there and then 
returned to his palace. 


Section 3. 

Similarly Bahram Jang Bahadur sent, on the 7th of 
Jumadiu’l-awwal, tents, all culinary articles, and other things 
necessary for the *urs of Budu Shahid $ahib (peace be on him) 
in the bSgh of Frangikonda. Next day he went there in 
person, arranged to pitch tents and decorate them and awaited 
the arrival of Nawwab $ahib. On the 9th, the English guards 
in that place were appointed to guard the tents. Nawwab $^ib 
arrived there in his ckSrat accompanied by the same men who 
were with him in his trip to the dargSh of Pir Pahlawan 
$ahib. The party halted at the hdgh of the commander in that 
place. 

As soon as Nawwab §ahib entered the limits of Frangi- 
konda, a salute of twenty-one guns was fired. Nawwab si^ib 
met the commander and had tea with him. Then he reached 
his own tent and had breakfast. He sent away the children for 
a ramble round the hill of Frangikonda. He also went out, and 
in the course of the walk he gave presents to the pddri of the 
place. At about 12 o'clock, the commander paid a return visit 
to the Nawwab. After he went away the Nawwkb sent to him 
at dinner time some trays containing fruits and various didies 
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of food. In the afternoon he went by suksSwan to the dargSh 
of Budu Shahid with his beloved son and some officers, followed 
by armed jawSns, bdnd&rs and pipers. He offered fstiha, with 
five hundred rupees as nadhr and returned to his tent. He 
distributed bhatta to all children, the English guards, his own 
companions and men in different works according to rank. He 
had his dinner and returned home at the time of afternoon- 
prayer, when a salute of twenty-one guns was fired. The total 
amount of expenditure on these trips was about eight thousand 
rupees. 


Section 4. 

The Nawwab used to send to Dade Shah $ahib every month 
a sum of one hundred and twenty-five rupees for the purpose 
of offering fatihka to Mahbub SubhanI with all formality on 
the 11th of each month. He granted to Dade Shah §ahib every 
year one-hundred and twenty-five hun to meet the expenses 
for the *urs celebrated on the 11th of the month of Rabl'uth- 
thanl. In the course of his morning drive Nawwab $ahib would 
attend the 'urs celebrating the anniversary of Ashraf Shah 
$fihib whose respectable remains were interred in a tomb on the 
way to the spring in Mylapore, known as the Great Spring. 
He offered f&tiha with one hundred and twenty-five rupees as 
nadhr and returned home. The Nawwab had great faith in 
that saint. Likewise, the Nawwab attended in the course 
of his morning drive, the *urs celebrating the anniversary of 
Fattah ^lah $ahib whose holy tomb was contiguous to the 
cathedral mosque in Muthialpet, and offered fatifia with one 
hundred and twenty-five rupees as nadhr. 

Section 5. 

Generally during summer Nawwab §a^ib fixed upon the 
house of his senior sister to enjoy the sight of the full moon, 
when he would gather his sisters and others. One day he said 
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to his senior sister thus : “Tomorrow is the full-moon day. I 
wish to enjoy the sight for two or three days. It behoves' on 
you to arrange to clean the ^ahn and d&l&n of your house, to 
furnish them with chSndni-farsh of immaculate white colour, and 
to instruct singers and other guests to dress themselves in white 
robes for the occasion. You should send invitations to other 
sisters, and their children Sayfu'l-Mulk Bahadur and Na^Infl- 
Mulk Bahadur. They must also be dressed in white robes for 
the occasion. Maid servants also should be present, as 
usual. Trays full of flowers like tndgrS and shahbo must be 
got ready, and also bowls. 

Nawwab Suljtann’n-nisa Begam §ahiba got ready every 
thing as per instructions of the Nawwab. Nawwab sahib went 
to her house at about 8 o’clock in the night, and sat in the sahn 
till 12 o'clock busying himself in playing various games with 
his brothers, sisters and nephews. Silver coins were scattered 
on all sides. One day he seated all his sisters and others present 
in a circle round the edge of the carpet with a little space bet- 
ween one other. He also sat with them. Then he sent for 
some pillows and said : “Pass these pillows quickly from one 
hand to another without allowing them to fall on the ground. 
Whoever fails to catch, will be loaded with all the pillows and 
punished. Now, I shall begin the game.” This game lasted for 
about an hour. 

Sometimes Sayfi^d-Dawla, Husamu’d-Dawla, Husayn 
Naw§z Khan. Abdifl-Hamld Khan. Sarfaraz Khan. Shahsawar 
Jang, also took part in this game. 

One day after the games the Nawwab sent for a small box 
containing old silver coins, from Fatah-chawki and told his 
brothers and sisters thus : “Each one should take out a handful 
of these coins and place them before me. I shall find out which 
hand brought out more coins.” Each tried his hand at that. It 
was found when counted up that no hand took out more than 
forty rupees. Then the Nawwab himself took a handful and 

144 



Ch. 1-excursion to sayyidabAd 

counted up. There were fifty-one rupees. He smiled sweetly 
and said, “Praise be to Allah : My palm is the palm that has 
the ability to rule, because it is the broadest, biggest and most 
extensive of all hands." He thanked Allah for that. He 
increased the amount of coins taken out by his nephews, sisters 
and brothers in the ratio of one to two, one to three, and one to 
five respectively; for example, if ten rupees had been taken out 
by his nephew, he added twenty rupees and made it thirty; 
thirty rupees were added to the ten rupees taken out by his 
sister, to make forty ; fifty rupees was added to the ten rupees 
taken out by his brother, to make sixty. He added ten rupees 
for every rupee taken out by him and distributed the whole 
amount among the guests, attendants and musicians. 

Generally during the moon-light night, the Nawwab, in 
compliance with the wishes of his sisters, took them in a royal 
cAdrat drawn by four horses, Taju'l-Umara, Ra’isu’l-Umara and 
others in one char at, and his nieces and other relatives in another 
chdrat. They started from the palace of Nawwab Sultanifn-nisi 
fiegam at 9 o'clock in the night followed by two pahras. 
Some horses marched to the right, some to the left, and 
some in front as per regulations. In this manner they went 
sometimes to the tank in Sayyidabad, and at other times to the 
tank in Nungambakkam. He gave orders to the pahras that 
they should vacate the people in those areas ; then he got down 
from the chdrat with his sisters and went on foot enjoying 
the tamasha in the tanks. He spent about two hours in this 
manner. He started back at about ill o’clock, came to the house 
of his senior sister, and bid them all farewell, while he rested 
for the night either at the house of his sister or at Fata^- 
diawM. 

Sometimes he gave orders to pitch tents either on the 
side of the sea, or in other bOahs. He made arrangements for 
die seclusion of the area with gannat and sardcha and then 
went there with his sisters. He also invited Sayftfl-Mulk 

145 


Ul— » 



HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OE TtfE CARNAtiC III— Pi. IV 

Bahadur, the sons of his sisters and brothers, and fixed daily 
bhatta of one han for each of them. After dinner in the 
afternoon, he arranged to pitch tents on the broad portions of 
the fohn. He went out for a walk that side for a while, then 
sat on a chair and said : “I wish to have a test in running race : 
two of you must stand shoulder to shoulder and then run.” 
In this race Sayfu’d-Dawla was matched with Majdu’d-Dawla, 
I'tizadtfd-Dawla with Husamu’d-Dawla, Agimrfd-Dawla with 
§ahibifd-Dawla, Ra’Isu’l-Umara with Nasinfd-Dawla, and 
Taju’l-Umara with Husayn Nawaz Khan. Some of these were 
well matched, and some were not. When Nawwab sahib girded up 
his loins and contested with Sayfu’l-Mulk Bahadur, the NaWwab 
won the race. He asked his sisters also to race with some 
one. But they put forth lame excuses and did not compete. 
Then he called other ladies present and made them run in a 
pair. He told Sayftfl-Mulk Bahadur thus : 'T shall compete 
with the children in running. When we stand shoulder to 
shoulder, give the command to run, making a loud noise so 
that starting may be simultaneous with the command.” Thus 
Nawwab §ahib had race with children but none went ahead of 
the Nawwab though some kept pace with him, while many 
lagged behind. After the game the Nawwab distributed 
presents to every one according to rank through his senior 
sister. 


Section 6. 

Nawrdz was celebrated every year in the house of his 
senior sister, who, in obedience to the order of the Nawwab, got 
ready all things necessary for making ^erry, namely,, eggs 
worked with gold and silver and such other works in different 
colours. She got ready the royal repast in her own house. 
Nawwab $ahib gathered all his sisters, brothers and their child* 
ren at dinner time and dined with them all. Then he made 
them play with eggs. Sometimes he himself took part in the 
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game. At other times he amused himself in panfa-kashi with 
boys/and also wrestling with them in jest. The boys placed 
their hands underneath his and said: “Our strength is not 
equal to yours”. The Nawwab was very much pleased at this 
remark and gave them all presents. 

Section 7. 

Nawwab ‘Umdattfl-Umara Bahadur, in compliance with the 
wishes of his sisters, made up his mind to go on an excursion 
tothePulimadavaramtank. He sat on the green chair and wrote 
a Itukm-n&ma to Bahram Jang Bahadur giving all details in 
regard to the arrangements for the journey. He summoned 
the Bahadur, gave him the hukm-ndma with the following 
instructions. 

“Get a sura of five thousand rupees from the treasury with 
thehelp of Colonel Barrett Bahadur for expenses of the trip, and 
make very good arrangements for the journey in about five or 
six days. Take with you requisite things from farrO^- 
kkSna, hawarchl-M^na, and tahlUr^khana, arrange to pitch 
tents in suitable places behind the bSoh of the Governor near 
the tank and furnish them with carpets and other things. 
Order Ri?ayar Khan, the ba khsh i. to keep ready there five 
hundred armed jawans, fifty troopers, besides risSladdrs and 
commandants; direct Muhammad Ri^a, the kotwal of 
Tirmalkafi to send there about twenty shops including com> 
chandlers who deal in different kinds of corn, and others who 
deal in other necessary things. I shall camp out there with 
ladies and others for about a week or ten days and none should 
have any difficulty for provisions. God willing, send information 
to me after making everything ready. Then I shall arrive 
there with the ladies. All the officers, •UOqaddrs of the 
sorkar and servants of all grades must be enjoined strictly not to 
cause any kind of damage to the Governor’s bdgh or the hdgfu 
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of other sardOrs; severe punishment will be inflicted on those 
who disobey this order." 

In obedience to the order, Bahram Jang Bahadur conveyed 
all things necessary for arranging the camp. He also sent 
Ri^ayar Khan, the ba khshl . with an army, and the kotwSl with 
shops. Then he went to Pulimadavaram and carried out the 
instructions of the Nawwab by erecting tents, and establishing 
shops in suitable places. He posted guards to ensure safety in 
every place. Then he sent information to the Nawwab about 
the completion of all arrangements. 

The Nawwab sent another hukm-ndma in the name of 
Bahram Jang Bahadur with the following contents: 

"If the sons of Nawwab Muhammad All Walajah Baha- 
dur, the sons of Madarifl-Mulk Amirul'Umara Bahadur my 
brother, I f tikhartfd-Dawla Bahadur, Aminfd-Dawla Bahadur 
or any other relative reach that place before my arrival, you must 
receive them and provide accommodation thus: Iftikhartfd- 
Dawla and Amirifd-Dawla in one tent; the sons of Nawwtb 
Muhammad All Walajah Bahadur and the sons of Amlrtfl- 
Umara Bahadur in one tent. If some of my other relatives 
come, accommodate them in one tent. All these tents must be 
erected outside the boundary of the tents of the sarkSr, near 
your tent. One big tent should be erected opposite to mine to 
serve as dining hall. Five or six tents and some bechSba must 
be got ready to the right of my tent for T§ju’l-Umara, Ralstfl- 
Umara and other nephews and arrangements made to send 
idras of food twice to the ladies. You must keep ready on the 
day of my arrival fifty trays containing various dishes to be 
sent to the Governor at the time of mid-day meal." 

Bahram Jang Bahadur attended to every detail and sent 
information of it to the Nawwab. 

The Nawwab gaveorders to Salar Jang Bahadur thus: "God 
willing, I intend to go on an excursion to the Pulimadavaram 
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tank with the ladies tomorrow at 6 o’clock. I shall camp there 
for about ten days. Please stay at Bagh-i-khass night and 
day, and get news of the welfare of the widows of Nawwab 
Muhammad All Walajah Bahadur, family of my sisters and 
others, written in detail by the clerk of the dlw&n-i-khaff, and 
send it on to me daily through the camel-messengers.” 

Ri?a Naw^ Khan was given the following instructions : 
"You must supervise the guards placed at the chawki, the gates 
of Bagh-i-khass and palaces and be present near Colonel Barrett 
Bahadur. You should also enquire all news about kachahri 
and other places, and get it written by Lachman Prasad, the 
munshl, with the knowledge of Colonel Barrett Bahadur. You 
must find out from him whether any letter or message has been 
received from the Governor of Madras and send it to me 
along with other news through Salar Jang Bahadur.” 

NHwwdb fahib gave the following order also to Salar 
Jang Bahadur: "The sons of Nawwab Mahammad Ali 
Walajah Bahadur, the spn of Madartfl-Mulk Bahadur, and some 
other children also have permission to go to Pulimadavaram. 
If they apply for carriages it is necessary that you give them 
each a suksSwan with a bhu’t and an armed jawSn and send 
them off before I start.” 

After these instructions the Nawwab went to the house of 
Nawwab Sulj^amfn-nisa Begam at dinner time and had bis food. 
Then he spoke' thus after dinner : 

"Bahram Jang Bahadur, in a short while, made everything 
ready for the trip to the tank. He has erected tents in different 
places for the use of zenana and mardina. Tents for various 
works have also been erected. I have received an *arp{ from him 
on the subject God willing, I propose to start with the ladies 
day after tomorrow morning before sunrise, and wish to camp 
there for about ten days. I had already sent to you 
two thousand rupees through Taqt All Khan Bah&dur. You 
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must distribute the amount In the following manner : 600 rupees 
to two sisters, 150 rupees to the second sister, 150 rupees to 
your daughter, and 100 rupees to each of the daughters-in-law. 
They should be instructed to arrange for carriages for their use 
as well as for their guests, get provisions ready and reach your 
palace at the time of sunset prayer tomorrow so that we might 
all start together the following morning. You need not provide 
for Tajtfl-Umara Bahadur and others. I have supplied them 
with necessaries.” 

Sul{anifn-nisa Begam distributed the sum as per directions 
of the Nawwab. All the ladies assembled in her house at the 
appointed time. During the last part of the night of the 24th 
of Rabl'u^-thani, 1215 A.H., Nawwab $ahib started with all of 
them to Pulimadavaram. 

Bahram Jang Bahadur who was in charge of the arrange- 
ments in the camp, sent tdrahs of food, got ready over night, 
to the ladies, sons of Nawwab Mulhammad All Walajih Bahadur 
and the nobles who had arrived at Pulimadavaram earlier. 
He ali^o gave instructions to the ddrugha of the kitchen that he 
should send tdrahs of food to Nawwab $ahib and his com- 
panions after their arrival. Then at about 7 o’clock in the 
morning Bahram Jang Bahadur rode his horse followed by 
troopers and armed jazvSns and other julils, and went an hour’s 
distance in advance to welcome the Nawwab. 

At about 9 o’clock the carriage of the Nawwab, followed 
by a large retinue, came in view. Bahram Jang BahMur dis- 
mounted from horse-back and submitted eleven rupees as nadhr. 
He respectfully told him all the details: the arrival of the ladies, 
the arrangement for various works and the completion of every 
item of work entrusted to him. The NawwSib was very much 
pleased with him. He applauded him, commended his merits 
and presented him with a green rumdl-shfli, and nirudsfin from 
his own wardrobe. Bahram Jang Bahadur submitted twenty- 
one rupees as na^hr for these honours and paid obeisance. Then 
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he followed the Nawwab’s suksSwan walking a little distance 
representing important details for his consideration. Then the 
Nawwabsaid, "I have an engagement with Lord Clive Bahadur;!' 

I shall meet him and then come to the camp. You mount on 
horse and follow me.” 

Nawwab sahib arrived at the garden of the Governor with 
his followers and had breakfast with him. He went round to 
see the garden at the request of the Governor. The garden was 
full of mango trees and grafted varieties of the best quality, 
and other kinds of fruit trees, sandal-trees, clovetree, nutmeg, 
and different kinds of flowers, English as well as Indian. 
The Nawwab was delighted to see the garden and said to the 
Governor thus:— 

“I have not seen such wonderful trees in my life. You 
have afforded me an opportunity to see this marvel.” 

The Governor §ahib said, “The cultivation of these trees in 
this country is an arduous task, because the soil and climate are 
not quite suitable. I got these trees after great endeavour and 
planted them. I supervised the work with great care and thus 
got ready this sayrgah. The mango trees have begun to yield 
this year; they will attain their full growth in a short period. 

“I hope for favours from your highness. The encampment 
of the sarkOr is contiguous to the bSgh of this humble servant. 
Your officers may be enjoined strictly not to cause any kind of 
damage to the garden.” Immediately Nawwab §ahib gave 
orders to Bahram Jang BabMur that he should attend to this 
matter. Then the Nawwab got into a boat with the Governor 
and spent about an hour in boat excursion. When he alighted 
from the boat he gave a present of fifty rupees to the footmen 

(1) Edward Clive, son of the first Lord Clive, was born in 1754 He 
succeeded to his father’s Irish Barony in 1774. and sat in the House of 
Commons until he was. at the age of forty, created a peer of England as 
Baron Clive of Walcot. On Lord Hobarts’ recall Clive was appointed 
Governor of Madras, and he reached the Presidency on the 31st August. 
179a 
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and others through Bahram Jang Bahadur, bid farewell to the 
Governor and reached the encampment. 

He inspected the tents erected in different places for men 
and women and was delighted with the arrangements. He went 
into the zenana, and spent about an hour in conversation with 
his sisters. Then he came out, enquired about the name of 
the occupant of each tent and went into his own tent. He 
called Bahram Jang Bahadur and expressed delight in his know- 
ledge of business and knack of doing things adroitly, applauded 
him and said : “You must be at this place as long as I camp 
here and attend to all the work. There is the tamlar treasury in 
my tent. Get the key from the guard through Mu^mmad 
Ma'$um and take out money for necessary expenses. Send 
350 rupees everyday to my senior sister for the expenses of the 
ladies and keep the remaining amount for expenses of the 
kitchen, and payment of bhatia and gratuities to men as per 
my lf,ukm~nd.ma. You must send everyday, morning and 
evening, at the appointed time tOrahs of food for the royal 
repast, and for the repast of the ladies, nobles and others 
according to rank. Other officers of the sarkSr should be 
served food in tlie big tent in our presence. You must be 
attentive to other duties as well. If the tents are not adequate 
in number, write to Colonel Barrett Bahadur for more. I shall 
also send orders in regard to this.” 

Muhammad Ma'§um was ordered thus ; “If Bahram Jang 
Bahadur requires money for expenses of the sarkir and asks for 
the key of the tamlar treasury kept with us, you must get him 
the key from the guard and let him take from it the sum needed; 
the account must be entered in the daftar of Lala Lachman 
Prasad.” 

Meanwhile a suksUzudn carrying the private money of the 
Navrwab and a cart carrying the tamlar treasury reached the 
Nawwab’s tent from Ba|^-i-ldia$$ with Mul^unmad 
IbrShlm the risOladOr, S^ylffi Imam the jamaSdr and two 
armed guards acting as escorts. The Nawwab gave orders to 
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leave the suksSwan behind the masmd and near his own 
suks&wan, and the cart carrying the tamlar treasury in the $ahn 
of the tent opposite to his own, and appointed a trooper to 
guard these. 

Next morning he breakfasted with his sons at about 8 o'clock. 
Then he made arrangements for the pardah and went with the 
ladies to see the indigo factory and silk farm which were con- 
tiguous to his encampment. The silk worms were reared in 
rooms fitted with glass-cases and fed on mulberry leaves. He 
spent two or three hours in seeing the tamasha. He presented 
the workmen in these two places with one hundred rupees and 
returned with the ladies to the tents. He spent the whole day 
in s^ikdr or other recreation. 

At 10 o’clock in the night the Nawwab invited to his tent 
Taju’l-UmarS, Ra’isu’l-Umara, Majdifd-Dawla, l*timadu’l- 
Mulk, ^usayn Nawaz Khan. Na$iru’d-Dawla and the writer 
of this chronicle, and asked them to sleep there. 1‘tizadu’d- 
Dawla did not come with this party because of his illness. 
Therefore the Nawwab, before he started on this trip, drew his 
attention to the care of his health, and presented him with three 
hundred rupees and a gold gafiyOl. He also deputed a trooper 
to report to him about the condition of his health. The trooper 
inquired about the condition of the patient from Maliku’l- 
liukama Ahmadullah Khan, and reported the news to the 
Nawwab at about 11 o’clock. 

Every morning the Nawwab went through the ablution and 
fini^ed his usual religious duties by 7 a.m. Then he had 
breakfast in his tent with his son and busied himself in playing 
chess with Abu Talib Khan and a Brahman Acharya. At about 
10 o’clock he went to the tent of his sister and distributed 
presents in the zenana. Sometimes he listened there to the 
imi Mg of mirdtMydn and other singers. He returned to his own 
tent at about 12 o’clock and smoked qalydn and found recrea- 
tion in reading history and anthologies for about an hour. Then 
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hie took a' nap. ’ He woke up at alxmt 2 o’dock, spoke in a 
humourous vein with his sons, and Aminu’d-Din Khan - and 
Dai^ah Quli Khan.-and distributed fruits to ladies and others. 
He visited his sister’s tent after 3 p.m. and had his dinner there. 
When he came out after dinner, he arranged sometimes for the 
^masha of pahlawHns or he got into a suksHwan and went with 
his sons and companions to different gardens in that area. He 
spent thus an hour or two, purchasing fruits available in the 
gardens. He distributed half the qua^ntity to all those present 
there and sent the other half to the ladies. He granted presents 
to gardeners and watchmen and returned to his own tent. 

Sometimes Nawwab $ahib got into his nOUd at the time of 
afternoon-prayer and made an excursion to the lake while his 
sons rode mjuks&wans. One day during his trip to the lake, he 
went nciar the Governor’s garden when he saw a gardener stand* 
ing'in the middle of the road. He held in his hands two very 
big unripe mangoes and was demanding justice saying thus: 
vSome one in. the employ of the rarkdr had pludced’ these two 
mangoes from the Governor’s garden ; when this slave attracted 
his attention, he threw away the mangoes and took to his heels. 
This slave pursued him demanding an ^planationof this unjust 
act which^ was contrary to the orders of the Nawwab. The 
offender talked abusively and ran away. Therefore this servant 
is on his way seeking the presence of your highness for redress. 
I hope that justice will be done. Your highness may be pleased 
to issue orders to hold an enquiiy, catch the culprit and punish 
him severely.” After listening to this well-founded complaint 
Nawwab §al|iib was very much roused. He leftone of the/omdur 
who followed him with instructions to come with the gardener 
and present him at the camp. 

The Nawwab reached his encampment in the evening. He 
summoned Bahram Jang Bahkdur and spoke to him in great 
angenthns: ' *T had repeat^y told you* at fhe- request ef^the 
Governor that you should proclaim that none shotdd caute aiky 
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damage to or ravage the garden of the’ Governor or other 
sarddrs. ' Who is this shameful man who plucked two -big 
mangoes from the garden of the Governor, abused the gardener, 
and ran away, leaving him in the middle of the road to complain 
to me ? What have I to say to the Caovernor?” 

The Bahadur replied thus while his face had a shrunken 
look : *'As soon as I received the orders I announced publicly that 
if any one behaved contrary to the orders of the Nawwab he 
would be punished severely. Every one, from the young to the 
old, is aware of that order which was repeated frequently. 
Despite this, a shameless fellow had done this work which the 
Nawwab had prohibited." In the course of this discussion the 
jawSn arrived there with the gardener who brought ' the 
mangoes. 

The Nawwab directed Bahram Jang Bahadur to inquire 
into this matter and report to him. The Bahadur called' the 
gardener and enquired about the name and other particulars 
about the culprit. The gardener replied, "I do not know the 
name, but he may be described as a lean man wearing a jama 
with a fine dastSr." Bahram Jang Bahadur narrated to the 
Nawwab the particulars about the miscreant which he gathered 
from the gardener. The Nawwab said: “When the gardener 
complained to me, the names of the ran of MadSnfl-Mulk 
Bahadur and the sons of Nawwab Muhammad All Walajah 
Bahadur passed over my mind. Now it appears from the 
description ' of the gardener that it may not be the son of 
Madanfl-Mulk Bah^ur but it may be the sons of Nawwab 
Mu^mm^ All Walajah Bahadur." Then he summoned 
Agfimifd-Dawla Bahadur. He had already got information of 
the Nawwab’s wrath, and went before him in great dread. On 
His way he knocked against a tent-rope and fell down. As his 
great toe was injure, he had to limp and thus reached the'pre- 
sence of the Nawwab. The Naww&b said, “Perhaps fw may 
know who went ko the garden of the Governor -and plucked .the 
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mangoes.'* He replied, am not aware of such an incident. 
If I had known it, I would have spoken the truth. This 'slave 
had never been that side. If it is proved by the gardener and 
the witnesses that I am the offender, then this slave deserves 
punishment.” Nawwab §ahib believed in his statement. He 
noticed that A^mu’d-Dawla Bahadur was struck with extreme 
fear. Nawwab $al^ib called him by his side, embraced him and 
comforted him thus : “Be at ease ! I heard that the sons of 
Nawwab Muhammad All Wa!ajah Bahadur frequently visited 
the gardens. The particulars supplied by the gardener indicate 
that it may be the sons of Naww&b Muhammad Ali Walajah 
Bahadur.” Then he directed Aglmifd-Dawla Bahadur thus: 
“Go and fetch immediately the sons of Nawwab Muhammad 
An Walajah Bahadur. Take my carriage; /ama'd^r also will 
follow you.” He came back with them in a short while. The 
Nawwab told Qawl Jang Bahkdur and Sber Jang Bahadur 
thus: “The Governor’s gardener suspects that you plucked 
the mangoes. If you did that, speak the truth.” They were 
struck with awe and replied : “This crime was not committed 
by us. We never heard about that garden nor do we know 
where the Governor's garden is. If we are found guilty then we 
deserve censure and severe punishment.” The Nawwab replied, 
“By God I Immediately after I ascertain the truth, I shall im- 
prison the offender and nothing shall stand in the way.” He 
ordered thus: “Get the gardener, let him identify them.” When 
the gardener came, Nawwab $ahib told him thus : “You must 
not have regard for any one in this group. Whoever be may be, 
point him out without any anxiety.” The gardener looked at 
them one by one and submitted : “This slave can easily discover 
the offender, for the face will point out the crime. But the 
offender is not in this group. It is certain that he will be found 
out with the help of your highness’ favour.” Then the Nawwab 
gave orders to Bahram Jang Bahadur that he should appoint one 
commandant and four armed jawHns with instructions to go to 
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every tent with the gardener and discover the offender. If the 
offender was pointed out by the gardener he was to be dragged 
to the Nawwab’s presence without any fear or anxiety. 

Therefore the commandant, jawSns and the gardener pro* 
ceeded from tent to tent. The gardener was able to identify the 
offender. He was All Mardan. This All Mardan had the title 
Nufrat Alt Kh&n. He was a person of rank, one of the old 
servants of the sarkdr in the employ of Ra’isifl-Umara Bahadur. 
He was sitting in the tent of Ra’isu’l-Umara Bahadur busy in a 
game of chess, while his master was in the zenana. As soon as 
the gardener pointed out Nusrat All ^an, the jazoSns dragged 
him before the Nawwab. 

The NawwSb was wild with excitement ; he did not inquire 
about his case, but directed the orderlies thus : '*Tie the hands 
of this disgraceful man together to his dastdr, and beat him.” 
In obedience to that order Nusrat Ali ^an was severely beaten. 
The Nawwab said, “O! Disgraceful man! Don’t you know me? 
Didn’t you understand my order? Didn’t you dread to face my 
anger? Did you trifle with my command? As you sow, you 
will reap. If my beloved son or some one from among the 
nobles had committed this crime, I should have fettered him 
and whipped him.” He gave the whip to Bahram Jang Bahadur 
and said: '*Ask this shameful wretch why he plucked the 
mangoes; if he speaks the truth, good; otherwise beat him till 
he confesses his guilt.” 

Nusrat Ali Khan was fettered and imprisoned in the 
maykdt. The Nawwab said to BahrSm Jang Bahadur "This is 
a disgraceful man, a despicable person. By God! I don’t wish to 
show mer(^ to him. It is necessary that he should be kept in 
confinement the whole night and sent tomorrow morning to the 
jail in the bdgh. Let the risdladdr be instructed to load him 
quickly with more heavy fetters and lead him captive to the fort 
of Chandragiri in the prison-van with two armed guards and one 

157 



HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OP THE CARHATIC HI— Pi. IV 


hawaldar; ttie gardener be presented with fifty rupees, and 
instructed not'to inform the Goveihor.of this incident.” Bahr^ 
Jang Bahadur gave the gardener money and advised him not to 
inform the Goveriior of the incident. Then Nawwab $ahib 
expressed 'himself thus: ^‘There is none to equal Tajifl- 
Umara and Ra’isifl-Umara in social rank and high station. 
Yet if this offence were committed by either of these I would 
have-meted out the same punishment to him without any scruple. 
This bastard! What did he think of himself? Why did he act 
contrary to my command? He got the punishment for his 
offence.” 

Meanwhile Ra’isifi-Umara BahMur returned to his tent 
and learnt the details from his companions. He went before 
Nawwab Sultantfn-nisa Begam $ahiba weeping out, and related 
to her every detail about Nusrat Ali Khan. About an hour 
later Nawwab $ahib visited the tent of his elder sister - and 
spoke furiously against Nu§rat Att Khan. The sisters submitted, 
“Well, the unworthy person deserves more severe punishment. 
As your highness is merciful and generous, severer punishment 
is not inflicted upon him.” 

These remarks appeased the anger of Naww&b sa^ib to a 
great extent. The sisters got some women who were adepts in 
pleasantry and could talk wittily, and introduced them to the 
Nawwab. These women engaged him in pleasant conversation 
exciting laughter and mirth and thus removed completely the 
rust of anger formed on the mind of the Nawwab. He return- 
ed to his tent in about an hour, spoke as usual to Amimfd-Din 
and Dargah-Qull Kljan and then retired to rest. 

Next day after breakfast Ra’Isifl-UmaHl Bahadur went 
before the Nawwab weeping out as per instructions from his 
mother and aunt. He fell on the feet of the Naww^ and* 
succeeded in obtaining pardon for Nusrat .Ali Kh an who was 
then released from imprisonment. The Kha n, out of the oonsci- 
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ottsness of the sense of shame, left Madras in a short while for 
other cities. 

The Nawwab stayed in the camp till the 1st of Jumadiifl- 
awwal, 1215 A.H. He returned to town with the ladies on the 
2nd of that month. Thousands of rupees were spent on this 
excursion. 

Section 8. 

Some days later, Iftikhartfd-Dawla Bahadur formed plans 
to give a feast to Nawwab $ahib and ladies in Mahbub-bagh. 

. This h&gh belonged to Iftikharn*d-Dawla Bahadur and was 
situated on the way to Mylapore near the h&gh of Sir George 
Henry 'Kalam.t It was purchased by Sharafu’l-Umara 
Anwara’d-Dawla Bahadur at a later time. 

After the Nawwab accepted the invitation, Iftikhartfd- 
Dawla Bahadur decorated the entire hdgh beautifully. He got 
tents from the sark&r and erected them in suitable places at the 
back of the garden. When he made everything ready, he screened 
^e garden from the public view on the 9th of Shawwal. 1215 
A.H. He bought fruits from the bazaar, arranged half of them 
in trays, while he fastened the remaining fruits to the genus of 
trees to which they belonged in a manner not to appear unnatu- 
ral but to give the semblance that they hung naturally from the 
branches. Then he requested the Nawwab to shed lustre on his 
garden by his presence and look at the bdgh and the fruits on the 
trees. In response to the invitation Nawwab $ahib shed light 
on the bdgh by his presence with his sisters and other depen- 
dents* He spent two days there enjoying the tamasha. Twice 
in a day thirty, trays of food were sent for the royal repast at 
the appointed time. A large quantity of food was sent into 
the zena^ and the marddna. ZunnSrdSr, bh%ti, and others in 
^e employ of the sarkdr were given bhatta allowed for them 
by the sarkdr. This trip lasted for two days. Nawwab sa^ib 
presented his sisters wi^ two thousand rupees for expenses. 

Xl) ^I*‘^‘rson has not so far been identified. 
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The Nawwab, before leaving the garden on the 11th of 
Shawwal. 1215 A.H., presented I f tikhani’d-Dawla Bah&dur 
with one thousand rupees and permitted him to play nawbat, to 
maintain, besides a guard in uniform, a trooper who would 
follow his sawSri in taluks,, and to play tambur at the time 
of taking leave of the Nawwab as also on occasions of his 
return from the taluks. Then the Nawwab returned to his 
palace with his sisters. 

Section 9. 

As Nawwab Sult^u’n-nisa Begam §ahiba was suffering 
from palpitation of the heart, Nawwab §ahib decided to go to 
Frangikonda and its hill, and stay there for fiA^e or six days. 
He gave orders to Bahram Jang Bahadur thus : "Send some 
tents to Frangikonda and arrange to erect three or four tents in 
the garden of the sorkar and one big tent up the hill; 
request Colonel Barrett Bahadur to write a letter to the 
Colonel in charge at Frangikonda asking him to place guards 
around the tents for a period of one week, the period 
of my stay there; obtain from Colonel Barrett Bahadur six 
thousand rupees for immedate expenses pertaining to the 
kitchen and other works, and more money from Muhammad 
Ma'silm in case that six thousand rupees is not sufficient.” 

Bahram Jang Bahadur made everything ready and communi- 
cated the news to the Nawwab. Nawwab Sultanrfn-nisa Begam 
§ahiba in accordance with the desire of the Nawwab invited her 
sisters and other ladies. The Nawwab started with the 
and mardOna for the bdgh in Frangikonda on the 
morning of the 1st of ^tfl-hajj, 1215 A.H. Each guest was 
assigned a tent. Tdrahs of food were sent both in the 
morning and evening at the appointed time. Dail^ bhaita 
ranging from one rupee to one hundred rupees was paid in 
the zenana through Nawwab Suljantfn-nisa Begam fil^iba and 
in the marddna through Bahrim Jang Bahadur. Thus the total 
expenditure per day was nearly two thousand rupees. This 
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continued for eight days. At 9 o’clock in the morning of 
the fifth day of the stay, the Nawwab went up the hill of Frangi- 
konda. He returned to his tent at about 4 o'clock in the after- 
noon and had his meal as usual in the z enana. 

Next day the Nawwab started in a nalkl after his dinner in 
the afternoon for the top of the hillatFrangikonda, while Taj u’l- 
Umara Bahadur, Ra'isu’l-Umara Bahadur, Husayn Nawaz 
Ittan Bahadur, etc., Amirxi’d-Dawla Bahadur, Iftikharu’d-Dawla 
Bahadur, and his (the Nawwab's) nephews, Bahram Jang 
Bahadur, Mir Asadullah Khan Bahadur, and some other trust- 
wortliy officers accompanied him on foot. He reached the hill 
top and stayed there in the house of Johnson, the padre, for 
about an hour and rested his companions. He presented the padre 
with fifty kAn and the men in that place with thirty Then he 
left the place on foot. After walking a short distance he spoke 
to Taju’l-Umara Bahadur thus: ••Baba Jan\ You are very weak. 
Get into my nOlkt.*’ Then he turned towards Amiru’d-Dawla 
Bahadur and others and addressed them as follows: "All 
Ilusayn is not in a fit condition of his health. He was 
down with fever for a week during last month. He has not 
completely recovered from his illness. His face indicates that 
he is convalescent. If he walks at this stage his weakness will 
increase. Therefore I think it is expedient that he should get 
into the nOlki, and you all excuse him for that." 

Then the Nawwab ordered for his nalki and helped his son 
to get into it. When the nalki descended the hill slowly step by 
step, the Nawwab followed it placing his hands on it with a 
view to confer dignity upon his son. Nawwab sahib spoke to 
his companions in great joy as follows. “The Creator of the 
universe4Uid the Cherisher, by the favours of the Prophet, has 
conferred this dignity upon my beloved son. I wish to conduct 
him in this manner as far as his tent. It behoves these persons 
not to riiind their walking a little distance to reach the tents 
which are all very near.” 
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Thus the Nawwab followed the nilki, while the nobles 
and other officers walked around him. When they re^ed 
the tent in this manner, Tajifl-Umara Bahadur dismounted 
from the nOlkl on the right side and kissed the feet of 
his father, submitting twelve ashrafi as nadhr. Nawwab 
$ahib accepted the nadhr, clasped his son with great affection 
while tears fell down the cheeks, and said, “May Allah, 
be He, bless you and make you worthy of this tnanfab. May 
He preserve you from the evil eye of the envious. May He 
help you to attain your wish and make you prosperous and 
happy." Immediately all officers and nobles concluded that this 
was an indication of the right of succession to the throne. 
This incident became public and got to the ears of Nawwab 
Sul|^ifn>nisa Begam. It was also reported to her in detail 
by Ra’ist^l-Umara Bahadur in great secrecy. Nawwab Sul^an- 
u’n-nisa Begam was perplexed and perturbed. She despaired 
of her brother’s promise and assurance and was displeased 
with him. His other sisters also were filled with wonder at this 
incident. They were surprised at the unworthy act of their 
brother. They imagined that the Nawwab, may God forbid, 
lost hope of the expectation of life. This suggestion gained 
strength in their minds and they also despaired of his life. They 
always occupied themselves with this thought. 

At about 7 o’clock in the evening, Nawwab $a^ib was 
talking to his sisters in the zenana as usual. Nawwab Sultmiu’n- 
nisa Begam was hinting at her displeasure right through. 
Nawwab sahib noticed her ironical expressions, which offended 
him, yet he was courteous outwardly. Next day Nawwab 
Malikifn-nisa Begam ;ahiba and Nawwab Vmdatu’n'nisa 
Begam 9 ahiba ^ inquired of the Nawwab about the 
incident in secrecy. They remarked: “If you consider that 
your dear son should succeed to the throne after you, there is 
still a lot of time and there is no necessity to express it now. 
The eldest sister is much perturbed on this.** The Naww^ 
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replied, "You have a wrong opinion. The fact is that Ali 
gusayn was ill for some days; he is still weak, not in a position 
to walk. It is for this reason I made him get into the nSlki. 
The right of succeeding to the throne will devolve certainly, 
upon my son in accordance with law. His MwdrJ by nOlk% 
yesterday had nothing to do with the idea you express now. 
Allah, exalted be He, is Supreme and All-powerful. He will 
place whomsoever he chooses in high rank and power. The 
eldest sister is displeased with me without any reason." 

The Nawwab returned to his tent, had a mirthful and 
humorous conversation with Abu Talib Khan, AmIntfd-DIn 
KhSn and Dargah Quli Khan and then retired to rest for the 
night. 

On the 7th morning Nawwab sahib had an attack of fever, 
and there appeared two or three boils, one below the neck and 
two on the right arm. He had a little breakfast without any 
inclination' to eat. In the afternoon he went by suks&wan to 
the zenana. After dinner he returned to his tent and spent the 
night there. Next day all things were sent back. Some 
carriages of the ladies also left that day. The Nawwab started 
with the ladies on the evening of the 9th at about sun-set and 
reached Bagh-i-kha$$ at about 8 o'clock in the night and then 
went to the palace of his senior sister. 

Section 10. 

Next morning happened to be the brafa day. The Nawwab 
told Bahram Jang Bahadur thus: "To-morrow is 
I do not think I shall be able to go to the mosque to-morrow. I 
have instructed T&jtfl-Umark Bahidur to go there. You 
must keep ready as usual the retinue, etc., near the gate of 
Fata^-cfaawkl." 

All the nobles and members of the government came in 
their carriages, one after another according to rank, on the 
morning of the fd and stood at the gate of Fatafi-chawld. 
The Nawwab said to Ra’istfl-Umara Bahadur thus: "Go to 
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Fatah-chawld; sit in the tnahiddl together with TajT]n-Uniar& 
Bahadur; seat Bahram Jang Bahadur opposite to yourself - and 
proceed in that manner to the mosque." Tajifl-Umara Bahadur 
and Ra'istfl-Umara Bahadur sat together in the ntahOddl, while 
Bahram Jang Bahadur sat opposite to Ra'isifl-Umara Bahadur. 
They went thus to the cathedral mosque followed by a large 
crowd. After the prayer they returned to Fata^-chawki where 
qurbSni was offered. Then they went to the house of Sultanifn* 
nisa Begam with the same paraphernalia and presented nailer to 
the Nawwab and his sister. Some of the nobles sent their n adh r 
to the Nawwab in the zenana. The Nawwab authorised Tajifl- 
Umara Bahadur to receive nadhr on his own behalf from some 
men, while muta§addls were asked to submit their nodAr to 
Ra’isxfl-Umara Bahadur in the diwdn-^ana. They carried 
out the orders of the Nawwab while a salute of guns was fired 
as usual. Nawwab Sayfu’l-Mulk Bahadur, the two sisters, and 
their children went to the house of Nawwab Sul£anifn-nisa 
Begam and presented nadhr to the Nawwab. 

Nawwab §ahib was restless because he had a sensation of 
pain and heat due to the boil and fever. Seeing the condition 
of her brother Nawwab Sultanifn-nisa Begam §ahiba felt very 
uneasy. Hakim Ahmadullah Khan. Maliki^l-hukama ^aklm 
Aiimad Khan. Hakim All Naqi Khan and Hakim Muhammad 
Wa$il, attended on the Nawwab both in the morning and 
evening. Besides these, l^akim Kamalifd-DIn Khan. Hakim 
Askn Khan. Hakim Abdul-Razzaq Khan, and such other 
yUndnl and ntifri b^kims were invited and the state of the 
Nawwab's health was explained to them. Haldm Ahmadullah 
Khan was diligent in his treatment for fever and boil. Another 
boil shot out on the back inflicting great pain. His sisters spent 
their nights in Fatalh-chawld. Colonel Barrett Bahadur pre- 
sented himself during the hour appointed for men visiting the 
Nawwab, inquired of him about his health and wrote to 
Pr. Fasal about it inviting him to visit the patient. The doctor 
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went at 11 o’clock and examined the Nawwab. He also made 
inquiries about the treatment by the hakims. He spoke to 
Colonel Barrett Bahadur thus : ‘‘Three or four boils have shot 
out in the region from the neck to the back, but the boil on the 
back may cause peril to his life. The sooner it is treated the 
better it will be. Else it will be fatal.” Colonel Barrett 
Bahadur represented the opinion of the doctor to the Nawwab. 

Nawwab sahib said : “The doctor examined with care the 
boil on the back. Perhaps it is a cancer”. Colonel Barrett 
Bah&dur replied, “Though the boil is on the back, it is not at 
the particular spot associated with cancer. Your highness need 
not have any anxiety. The doctor is of opinion that your 
highness should stay in a house where there is free passage of 
air. He thinks that it would be agreeable to your health if you 
could take up your residence in the upper storey. It would be 
better and more beneficial if your highness could shift to 
Nusrat-mahall.” The Nawwab said “My sisters do not wish to 
be separated from me even for a minute.” Colonel Barrett 
Bahadur submitted : "There is no difficulty on that score. The 
zenana may be kept at the back of Nusrat-mahall. They will 
be nearer to your highness.” 

The Nawwab told his sisters thus during the hour assigned 
to women for visiting him. “The doctor is of opinion that I 
should not stay in this house. He thinks it would be better if 
1 take up my residence in Nufrat-mahall.” Nawwab Sultanu’n> 
nisa Begam and other sisters said: “Wheresoever you may 
desire to shift your lodging, we will be also present there. But 
we do not desire the doctor to treat you for the boil, because 
the doctor's method of treatment is very severe. We are very 
apprehensive of the result.” Nawwab §ahib said : “Doctors 
only can treat for such boils, for it is surgical work and doctors 
are experts in surgery which is not possible for yUHdtti ^aklmst'* 

Nawwab Sul{antAi-nisa Begam sent the following oral 
message in secrecy to the Malikifl-hukama through Majdtfd- 
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Dawla Bah^ur regarding the Nawwab’s decision in favour of 
the treatment by doctors. "It is a great wonder why yon are 
helpless despite your consummate skill in your profession to 
treat for a boil. You are abandoning him to doctors." 

The Malikifl-hukama sent the following reply. "This boil 
is not fatal. This humble slave has treated for more serious 
boils. It is not expedient that Nawwab sahib should decide in 
favour of the treatment by doctors, despite the availability of 
devoted kaHms who are paid thousands of rupees. There is 
great risk in the treatment by doctors. Let this humble servant 
be given freedom to settle the course of treatment. God will- 
ing, by the beneficence of the most bountiful Lord, the supreme 
Hakim, the absolute Healer, the Nawwab will recover from his 
illness in a short while. May God forbid ! In case this helpless 
slave fails, doctors may treat him. You can decide as you 
like." 

Majdu’d-Dawla Bahadur conveyed the message of the 
Malikifl-^ukama to Nawwab Sultanifn-nisa Begam. She and 
her two sisters wept out, prostrated before Nawwab $ahib 
and said : "Your highness must approve of the choice of the 
Maliku’l-hukama in the matter of the treatment for the boil. 
Allah, the absolute Healer, will restore you to health." 

The Nawwab said, "God has decreed that a doctor should 
treat for this illness and not yUndnl hakims. I have decided to 
go to Nusrat-mahall to-morrow morning; then I shall appoint 
a doctor to treat me for the boil. I have fixed up a house at 
the back of Nu;rat-mahall for your residence." 

Next day early in the morning, the Nawwab went by a 
smallnd/kf to Nu$rat-mahalL Dr. Fazal came at about 1 1 o’clock. 
Govind Rao was the apothecary and surgeon in the employ of 
the sarkOr. The treatment for the illness was begun from that 
day. About eleven leeches were stuck on the sides of the boiL 

Next day Nawwab Sulianifn-nisa Begam and her sisters 
lifted their lodgings to a room in Nu$rat-mahall, which was 
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very close to the Nawwab’s room. Hakim Ahinadullah Khan 
and Other hakims stayed always in Fatah-chawkI and went to 
Nusrat-mahall in the morning and evening to inquire how the 
Nawwab was progressing. The male relatives and officers went 
to Fatah-chawkI twice a day, to inquire about the health of the 
Nawwab. 

Tajifl-Umara Bahadur, RaTsu’l-TJmara Bahadur and other 
nephews stayed in Fatah-chawki from morning till midnight in 
obedience to the order of the Nawwab spending their time in 
listening to story tellers who narrated stories or read for them 
Hamla-i-Haydarl.^ The story tellers were appointed by the 
Nawwab in batches of two and every batch worked by turns for 
three hours. The Nawwab assigned to each batch two hundred 
rupees which they got from Muhammad Ma'$um through the 
princes and utilised for necessary expenses. 

Mawlana Abdtfl-Ali §ahib paid a visit to the Nawwab once 
in two days along with shay^s and durud-^w&ns. They 
occupied themselves in reciting verses of the Quran, and 
narrating traditions of the Prophet. They offered prayers and 
transmitted to him the efficacy of their prayer by the breath of 
their mouths. Then they returned in about an hour. During 
his illness Nawwab sahib continued to observe the religious 
duties both in the morning and evening, and sent gifts and 
offerings to shtsy^ and sayyids in the name of Allah. Sheep, 
rams, cows, elephants and camels were given away as sadqa in 
accordance with the advice of astrologers. 

One day Nawwab Sulj;ani:^n-nisa Begam $ahiba provided 
four of her own slave girls with beautiful clothes and jewels and 
gave them each fifty rupees. Then they were put in separate 
carriages and set at liberty on behalf of the Nawwab, one at 

(1) This was written by Mubenmad Rail' Ehihi Bijlbil in the form of 
a poetical biography of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) and Al^ 
the son-in-law of the Prophet and the fourth Caliph of Islam. 

For details see Hermann Ethe, Catalogue of Persian Manuserifts to f&e 
Library, of the India Office, 1903, Vol. I, p. 562. 
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Patan (Georgetown), another at Tirmalkarl (Triplicane), 
the third at Mylapore and the fourth at Pulimadavaram.* An 
alms-house was opened by the sisters and food was distributed 
twice a day to faqlrs. This practice was continued right 
through the period of the Nawwab's illness which lasted for 
three months. 

The doctor visited twice a day in the morning and evening 
and was very attentive to his duties. But there was no symptom 
of the boil being cured. Therefore the doctor suggested an 
operation. He comforted the Nawwab in every possible way 
and performed the operation of the boil. During the 
operation the Nawwab suffered severe pain; he wept out 
uttering "Allah! the Bountiful! O! the Almighty, the 
pain enough ! I have had enough ! I don't possess greater 
power, strength, self-control and patience than this." After 
the operation was over, the doctor comforted and consoled 
Nawwab §ahib and directed Govinda* Rao to tie up the wound 
with bandages. Then he came out of the room, narrated the 
details to Colonel Barrett Bahadur and went away. 

After the doctor left, the Nawwab explained the condition 
to his sisters and had a little food in their presence. The 
sisters shed tears on seeing the condition of their brother. But 
Nawwab sahib said : “God is bountiful. He will show mercy 
to me.” Notwithstanding his suffering from severe pain the 
Nawwab recited verses solitarily both in the morning and 
evening during the hour when it is supposed that prayers are 
granted by God. These verses, the Nawwab’s own composition, 
were expressive of supplication to the Almighty through the 
intercession of the Prophet (peace be on him). The Nawwab 
recited these prayers with tears in his eyes. Then he would 
apply the tear-drops to the boil as a remedy, for he had faith in 
their efficacy. 

The doctor did his utmost for ten or twelve days after the 
operation to heal the wound, but of no avail He was very 
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much perplexed. One day the doctor informed the Governor 
of the second operation that he was going to perform for the 
boil, and went to the Nawwab’s residence in the afternoon 
with two other doctors and opened out in three places. 
After the removal of the pus, the wounds were tied up with 
bandages. The Nawwab suffered severe pain in the process of 
operation and cried out from the pain. 

Colonel Barrett Bahadur was present every day at 5 o’clock 
in the evening, told the Nawwab in English all about the affairs 
of the government and carried out the orders of the Nawwab. 
Generally Nawwab Sayfifl-Mulk Bahadur paid a visit to the 
Nawwab in the afternoon to inquire after him and stayed for 
about an hour. When Colonel Barrett Bahadur and the doctor 
entered the Nawwab’s room, Sayfi^l-Mulk Bahadur retired into 
the room of Sultanu’n-nisa Begam from where he, in accordance 
witli her instructions, listened with attention to the talk among 
Nawwab sa^ib. Colonel Barrett Bahadur and the doctor and 
informed the Begam §ahiba of it. When Nawwab sahib got in- 
formation of it he was displeased a little and stopped his con- 
sultations with Colonel Barrett Bahadur. 

When the doctor informed the Governor of the serious 
condition of the Nawwab’s health, the Governor directed the 
Town Major, that he should visit the palace twice a week, to 
inquire how the Nawwab was progressing. The Town Major 
went to the kachahrl of Colonel Barrett Bahadur at 11 in the 
morning or sometimes at 5 in the evening. Colonel Barrett re- 
ported his arrival to the Nawwab and then presented tlie Major, 
who made inquiries about the Nawwab’s health on behalf of the 
Governor and went away. Before receiving the Major, Nawwab 
sahib tied round his head a rUtnSl shOl, wrapped himself up with 
a tnalnuU chadar, sat up with great difficulty and spoke loudly and 
steadily with a view to hide from the Major the nature of his 
illness, weakness and feebleness, so that he might get a good 
i m pression of the state of his heklth. After the Major went 
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away, the Nawwab expressed the idea he had in his mind and 
spoke thus : “Although I considered that I should behave in the 
manner I did, yet it was of no avail. The Major would give 
a detailed report of my illness to the Governor. The supreme 
j^aklm, the absolute Healer, would recover me from this 
illness.” 

In brief, the sickness increased day by day. In due course 
the holy month of Muharram approached. The Nawwab gave 
orders to Tajrfl-Umara Bahadur and Ra’isifl-Umara Bahadur 
that they should erect as usual the standards of Ali imme- 
diately after seeing the crescent moon. The Bahadurs made 
everything ready and hoisted the standards of Ali on the 
night of the 1st of Muharram, 1216 A.H. The sisters kept 
company with the Nawwab from morning till the time of after- 
noon-prayer and then went away to their houses to attend to 
the work in regard to their respective Ushnr-khStna. 

Victuals for distribution among the faqirs in the name of 
Nawwab $iUhib were got ready on the 6th of Muharram. These 
were carried before Nawwab sahib in the afternoon, an earnest 
supplication was made to the Almighty for his recovery and 
then they were taken by Bahram Jang Bahadur to the house 
where the standard of All was hoisted. Ladies from the house 
of Nawwab Sultanu’n-nisa Begam also went there, said fiH^a 
presenting no^r and then returned. Tajifl-Umara Bahadur 
and Ra’isifl-Umara Bahadur went there on the 10th night as 
directed by the Nawwab, and appointed Amirtfd-Dawla 
dur, Iftildiaru’d-Dawla Bahadur and Bahram Jang Bahadur to 
supervise the arrangements for lamps and other paraphernalia 
and remain there till the standard of Ali was brought back 
after procession. 

The anniversary of the Nawwab’s birthday was celebrated 
on the 26th of Muharram as described in the earlier pages. 
Nawwab $a^ib was restless owing to his illness. 
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Section 11. 

When Husami^l-Mulk Bahadur heard of the illness of the 
Nawwab, he started from Trichinopoly with Mutahhar Ali 
Khan Bahadur, his beloved son, for Madras. Armed jawdns, 
troopers, and infantry numbering about two hundred men 
with two cannon followed Husamu’l-Mulk Bahadur and his 
son on their journey for protection against waylayers, and 
pSlayagdrs who were highway men. A day before his arrival 
to Madras, Nawwab sahib had shifted his lodgings from 
Nusrat-mahall to the house of his senior sister on account of 
the palpitation of his heart due to sickness. Next day Nawwab 
Husamu’l-Mulk Bahadur left the jawdns and others in Muba- 
rak-bagh and went with his son to see the Nawwab and 
presented him with nadhr. ^usumu’l-Mulk Bahadur felt very 
happy to meet the Nawwab, other brothers and sisters. He 
took up his residence in his own old hdgh as desired by the 
Nawwab. 

Colonel Barrett Bahadur got information about the armed 
jawdns who accompanied Husamu’l-Mulk Bahadur and told the 
Nawwab secretly thus : “Husamu’l-Mulk has brought with him 
a large army and cannon on the pretext of protection against 
waylayers on his journey. But in reality Sultanu’n-nisa Begam 
had directed him to do so, with ulterior plans which are useless 
and not workable. His army is now in Mubarak -bagh.” 

Nawwab sahib was very much displeased with his sister. 
Next day he spoke to her thus : “1 don't wish to change my 
residence from this place, for I feel much better after coming 
over here. But the doctor is of opinion that the air here is not 
suitable. He has informed Colonel Barrett Bah^ur of this and 
suggested that the upper storey in Nu$rat-ma^all would be 
better because the air is well suited for my health. Therefore, 
I wish to shift from here to Nusrat-mahall to-morrow early in 
the morning. You must also move in there as usual." 
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Sulj^anifn-nisa Begatn replied, “Wheresoever you may go 
we will also come." The Nawwab went from the palace of 
his senior sister to Nusrat-mahall on the 14th of ,§afar, 
1216 A.H. The Nawwab's sisters, hakims and servants went 
there as usual. The treatment by doctors was continued. The 
Governor inquired frequently of the doctor about the condition 
of the Nawwab’s health. 

Second Chapter. 

The serious illness of the Nawwab', the treatment by the 
doctors’, the scheme to write a wofiyyat-nSma in the 
name of Tdftfl-UmarS Bahadur; the displeasure 
between Sultanvln-nisa Bigam and NazvwOb ‘UmdatHl- 
Umard Bahadur; the English army taking possession 
of Bdgh-i-khdss, and the demise of the Nawwdb.^ 

The illness of Nawwab §ahib took a serious turn day by 
day. The doctors did their utmost by performing operations, 
and exerted their skill to heal the wound. Yet they could not 
bring him through. They dressed the wound twice a day. 
During the time of cleaning the wound and the removal of pus, 
the Nawwab felt severe pain, and in that distressed condition he 
spoke imploringly to the doctor in English. Everyone present 
in his room was ill at ease like fish out of water, and melted 
into tears like candle. The doctor always spoke words con- 
solatorily to him. One day, after the doctor had gone, the 
Nawwab told his sisters that his life was despaired of. Seeing 
his weakness, the sisters wept tears bitter of remorse, although 
they outwardly comforted their brother thus: “The absolute 

(1) According to the chronicler's scheme of chapters the following 
topics also occur in the second chapter: the correspondence between 
Tajifl-Umara Bahadur and the Governor of Madras; the accession of 
Amirif 1-Hind Walajah Nawwab A»imtfd-Dawla Bahadur to the thrones and 
the demise of Tajifl-Umar& Bahadur. As this volume of the translation is 
planned to stop, with Nawwab TJmdatifl-Umara Bahadurs the other topics 
will follow in the Fourth Part of this series. 
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Hakun will bring you through and restore you to health. He 
will grant you long life and happiness.” 

Section 1. 

Next day Nawwab sahib invited Colonel Barrett Bahadur, 
Salar Jang Bahadur and Bahram Jang Bahadur to his room 
at about the time of after-noon prayer, and expressed to them 
the extremely dangerous condition of his own health. They sug- 
gested that a wasiyyat-nSma should be written by the Nawwab. 
Therefore Nawwab sahib wrote with a strong mind the 
wa^yyat-nama in his own handwriting in the name of Taju’l- 
Umara Bahadur, his son. Salar Jang Bahadur and Taqi AH 
Khan Bahadur were mentioned as witnesses. Then under some 
pretext he sent for the muhr-i-khass which was with his senior 
sister, set his seal to the zvapyyat-nama and entrusted it to Taj- 
u’l-Umara Bahadur in the presence of Colonel Barrett Bahadur 
and others and spoke thus to his son with a tear-stained face. 

** O, my son, my darling, the Almighty, the eternal Lord, 
has, by means of His grace, conferred upon you this dignity and 
manfab. It behoves on you to be watchful and cautious not 
to let the cord of wisdom slip from your hands. As you attend 
to every affair in the best manner possible, so must the bridle of 
government remain in your hands, for you have to face 
very sagacious and prudent men. You take counsel with 
friends like Bahram Jang Bahadur, Salar Jang Bahadur, 
Colonel Barrett Bahadur, and Mir Asadullah Khan Bahadur. 
Other facts are given in detail in the wa^yyat-n&ma. You wi. 
understand them if you read it. Allah, exalted be He, has 
custody of my beloved son. He will protect him from the 
envious and keep him safe from harm.” 

He told Salar Jang Bahadur, Taqi AH Khan Bahadur, and 
Mir Asadulin Khan Bahadur thus : 

*‘Take the wofiyyat-nama from Taju’l-Umara Bahadur, go 
over to his mother’s house and communicate to her my message: 
‘The Lord of the universe has, by the intercession of the 

173 



HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC III— Ft. IV 

Prophet, the last of the messengers, conferred upon your son 
the dignity of headship over the kingdom of the Carnatic, and it 
shall bring happiness to you. It is necessary that you should 
take care of your son and it must bring happiness to you’.” 

He called Riza Nawaz Khan, the ba khsh l. and said to him 
thus : “Allah, exalted be He, has conferred dignity upon AU 
Husayn by making him my successor. You should always 
remain in his presence night and day with some jawdns.” 

He told Taju’l-Umara Bahadur thus: “From this day, you 
must be by my side at all times; come and go in the morning 
and evening to inquire after me.” Taju’l-Umara Bahadur 
acted up to the wishes of his father from that day. 

Salar Jang Bahadur, Bahram Jang Bahadur, Taqi All Khan 
Bahadur, and Mir Asadullah Khan Bahadur, remained in the 
presence of Taju’l-Umara Bahadur night and day in accordance 
with the command of the Nawwab. 

The news about the wa^iyyat-nSma was already well-known. 
When Nawwab Sultanu’n-nisa Begam heard it, she was very 
much depressed and enraged. She complained of her brother to 
Sayful-Mulk Bahadur thus: “Nawwab sahib has neglected 
us. He has not kept his promises made to me. He will get 
retribution for his faithlessness from the absolute Qazi.’' 
Sayfu’l-Mulk Bahadur replied, “My sister, these unworthy words 
do not become you. Do not reveal your feelings to others, 
for it is improper.” Nawwab Sul|antfn-nisa Begam was 
^-disposed towards Nawwab sahib; her displeasure became 
manifest whenever she met the Nawwab and had a talk with him. 
Nawwab ^ib understood it, and wisely feigned ignorance of it. 
One day tlie Begam sahiba expressed her feelings strongly 
thus: “If my brother harbours any doubt or suspicion against 
me, let the royal repast be got ready elsewhere,” Nawwab 
$ahib replied, “I am neither displeased with you, nor I have 
any doubt about you. You are entertaining such feelings in 
your mind.” 
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The Nawwab from that day made arrangements for his 
food with the mother of Tajifl-Umara Bahadur. Generally he 
had his dinner in the mard&na and occasionally in the zenana. 

The Nawwab and his sister kept up friendly relations outwardly 
but there was displeasure in their hearts. When Nawwab 
Sulj;anifn-nisa Begam made secret enquiries of hakims about 
the health of the Nawwab and learnt that his life was despaired 
of, she transported to her own house the things and boxes of 
the sarkSr that were in her custody, while she, at every moment, 
expressed outwardly her deep grief for her brother. 

Section 2. 

The frangs designed from the earliest time to bring the 
kingdom of the Carnatic under their control, but it was not 
possible to do so. Now they found a favourable opportunity 
in the illness of the Nawwab. They were keeping in touch 
with the doctors and ascertaining the condition of theNawwab’s 
health. One day the Town Major came to Fatah-chawk! to 
inquire after the Nawwab as usual. He was admitted into the 
Nawwab's room along with Colonel Barrett Bahadur. Then 
the Major inquired secretly of the Colonel about certain things, 
told him also something and then went away. The same day 
Colonel Barrett Bahadur presented himself purposely before 
the Nawwab at about the time of sun-set prayer and submitted 
in secrecy thus : 

“Hearing that your highness' life is despaired of, NawwaL 
Sul£anifn -nisa Begam, during the past two or three days when^ 
prayers were offered for the recovery of your highness, had 
collected one hundred armed men in the dZn/dM-M^naof Ra’Isn’l- 
Umara Bahadur. As per the advice of Nawwab Sullantfn- 
nisa Begam, Husamn’d-Dawla also had brought with him from 
Natthamagar a large army, cannon and cannon ball, gunpowder, 
and other implements of war, and had left these in Mubarak- 
bagh. In these circumstahce^ it is not known what kin d of 
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mischief will crop tip. This slave had acquainted your highness 
with the facts.” 

The Nawwab was very much disturbed at this painful 
news, and said, “My friend, what shall we do for this ?” 
The Colonel replied, “It seems to me that a small army may be 
sought of the company, and they may be placed as guards in 
Fatah-chawklandthe hdgh wherever necessary till your highness 
recovers from illness. This is a prudent measure. The army 
may be sent back when your highness recovers your health.” 

After careful consideration Nawwab sahib replied : “I do 
not think it is advisable to do so. 1 do not want the English 
army in the bagh.” The Colonel submitted: “Your highness 
is not in peril of anything. This is a good and wise plan, and 
there is no impropriety about it. On the other hand, it is the 
proper way to deal with the seditious and rebellious people. It 
will guarantee security and tranquillity for your highness and 
the prosperous prince.” The powerless Nawwab said: “Choose 
the proper thing and do it in the proper way.” 

Next day, on the 16thof Safar, 1216 A.H., Colonel Barrett 
Bahadur presented himself before the Nawwab early in the 
morning, inquired how he was, got renewed the order to bring 
the English troops into the bSQh, went to the garden of the 
Governor, and requisitioned an army. Then he returned to 
Bag^-i-khas; and enjoined on the guards at the gate to let the 
company’s forces and their sardSrs into the high as they had the 
permission of the Nawwab to enter. 

The English army, which was already in readiness at the 
Governor’s bdgh, marched at once under Colonel McLean and 
other sardSrs with two elephant-loads of tents, cannon, cannon- 
ball, gun-powder, and other implements of war, besides 
manacles, and ten or fifteen miyOna. They entered Bagh-i-khayy 
at about 10 o’clock, immediately after Colonel Barrett Bahadur 
reached Fata^-chawl^ and stationed themselves at its gates. 
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Nawwab $ahib was very much perplexed after the arrival 
of the English troops. He conveyed his salStn and the follow- 
ing message to Colonel McLean through Colonel Barrett 
Bahadur. 

"Your pahra may be stationed along with the pahra of the 
sarkUr in places assigned to them by Bahram Jang Bahadur and 
Sayyid Riza Nawaz Khan, the bakhshi. Enjoin them not to 
quarrel or to create mischief. Whomsoever tlie pahra of the 
sarkar stops from entering the bagh or permits to enter it, 
the English pahra also should follow them and act in the same 
manner. Whomsoever they attack, the English pahra also should 
do so.” 

Bahram Jang Bahadur and Sayyid Ri?a Nawaz l^an, the 
b akhsh i. were told thus : 

"The Governor sahib, out of his kindness, has sent an 
army under Colonel McLean as a precaution to ward off 
certain evils. I have also given Colonel McLean a hint of 
some matters. You also meet him and form plans to pitch 
tents for the English army opposite to the fohn of tlie old 
building contiguous to the big gate of the bagh. You must also 
take steps as early as possible to clean the old house and 
provide quarters for Colonel McLean. Let one English guard 
be posted at the big gate, two at the other gates of the b&gh, and 
four at the gate of Nusrat-mahall, facing the house of the elder 
sister. One English guard and a pahra of the sark&r should be 
posted at Fatah-chawkl. Cannon and such other things must be 
kept in front of the army quarters.” The Nawwab was busy 
giving these orders till the time of sunset prayer. He gave 
orders to Colonel Barrett Bahadur that he should arrange to 
send bham to Colonel McLean through Taqi All Khan Bahadur 
in accordance with the regulations for the expenses of the Com- 
pany’s army, and that he must attend to all their needs.” 

As soon as the news about the arrival of the army spread 
in the bagh, everyone was thrown into a fright. The 
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Nawwab’s sisters who got information about the arrival of the 
English army with implements of war, felt grief about it and 
spoke thus to the Nawwab : 

“May Allah, exalted be He, keep you safe and sound in 
life for many years, and make you the medium for bringing 
about our happiness. It is not known why the English army has 
come into the h&gh ?” 

Nawwab §ahib attempted to console them thus, while tears 
trickled down his cheeks : “Don’t take the alarm. It Is reported 
that poiayag&fs and others in this country are disposed to rebel 
and defy lawful authority in different areas. So the Governor 
of Madras, out of kindness and good will, has sent an army of 
the Company for our protection. Do not be anxious and give 
way to any kind of fear.” The sisters expressed their deep 
sorrow for their brother, fell at his feet, supplicated to God 
for his health and took leave of him. 

In brief, the illness developed day by day. The Nawwab’s 
strength and endurance decreased. However much the doctors 
endeavoured to treat him for the boils, it was of no avail. The 
Nawwab was restless day and night on account of the bodily 
pain. One day he sent for Taju’l-Umara Bah^ur and spoke 
to him some words mixed with good advice. He told him 
thus: 

“ Apmu’d-Dawla^ is humble and meek. It is necessary that 
you stay always with him and inquire after him. Dine with 
him and do not leave him alone. Every work must be attended 
to with skill and intelligence. Everyone should be treated 
politely and in a friendly manner.” 

Tajtfl'Umara Bahadur, in accordance with the advice of 
his father, kept company with Agimifd-Dawla Bahadur and was 
very courteous to him. Taju’l>Umara Bah^ur went twice in a 
day to inquire after his father, followed by armed jawdns and 
chObdSrs. He remained in the presence of his father for about 

.(1) See pages 23>24 in this book. 
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an hour and then returned. Sometimes Sayyid Ri^a Nawaz 
Khan the ba khsh h at other times Taqi All Khan Bahadur and 
Salar Jang Bahadur also went with Tajifl-Umara Bahadur. 

Section 3. 

When the illness reached a stage in intensity, the strength 
and vitality of the Nawwab declined. He was having a 
sensation of heat and pain due to the boils. During the 
morning hours he recited in solitude verses expressive of 
humble supplication to the supreme Healer and the true Hakim 
for his recovery. He would recite one hundred verses and then 
say istiohfdri then he would repeat the words tawba, and 
al-hfw, while tears trickled down his cheeks. His supplication 
and lamentation reached downstairs and those present there 
expressed their deep sorrow for the Nawwab. Whenever 
Mawlana Abdtf 1-Ali ;ahib, Sayyid Shah Karimullah sahib, and 
Shah Mahmfld §ahib Sawi, paid a visit to the Nawwab, he 
entreated them to pray for his recovery and said : "I am in a 
precarious state of health and cannot be recovered to life.** 
They comforted the Nawwab thus: "Your highness need not 
be disturbed. Allah, exalted be He, is the supreme liakim, and 
the true Healer. His institution for the care of the sick is 
endowed with ability to cure all. Allah, glory be to Him, will 
keep your exalted highness safe and sound for many years. 
The present suffering will not last for more than two days, for 
says Allah, ‘Surely with difficulty is ease: With difficulty 
is surely ease!*** Then they recited some verses from the 
Qurkn and transmitted to him the efficacy of their recitations 
by the breath of their mouths and then took leave of the 
Nawwab. The exalted Nawwab called back Mawiana §ahib, 
him nearer to his pillows, took hold of the Mawiank’s 
placed them on his own head and eyes and said: 

"This old slave is named Qhuldnt Husayn, This name 
was diosen for this decrepit manl^ his venerable mother who 
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got the guidance in istikhSra. The exalted Nawwab $ahib, my 
father, gave me the name Ghul&tn Wali. But men without 
understanding think that I do not conform to the faith of my 
ancestors becauM of my name Ghulim Husayn, and my raising 
the standard of All during the month of Muharram. But the 
truth of it is as follows: During the reign of my exalted 
father, my dear brother Nasinfl-Mulk Lalumiyan, used to hoist 
the standards in the month of Muharram with my permission in 
our residence. I also gave my influential support to that. On 
the night of the 10th of Muharram, the standards were taken 
out in a procession on a howdah with lights and retinue. 
During my reign also, permission was given to hoist the 
standards in the old house, opposite to the gate of Bagh-i-kalan. 
out of regard for the wishes of my senior sister. She used to go 
to the old house with langar-i-tnanuat of the ladies as well as of 
myself and hoist them. If •uloma saw in it reason to suspect 
the strength of my imSn, then Allah knows what is what. I 
never deviated from the right course even for a mintite. I make 
a confession of my faith to you. All&h is my witness. I 
declare that 1 follow the religion of my father. I am certain 
that 1 shall not recover from this terrible illness, for it increases 
day by day; weakness has taken hold of me; I am sLiking. 
God wills that it should be so. We have to submit to His will. 

1 trust that your holiness will be by my side in my last moments, 
and teach me the names of All^, the Creator, and His 
prophet. You must also ask Shah Alimull^ §^ib to read the 
sUra-i-yisln. After the spirit takes flight, supply me with 
provisions for my journey to the next world in the same 
manner as was done for my forefathers, so that I might find 
my salvation.” 

Mawlana $ahib came out with a tear-stained face, and 
recounted the talk he had with the Nawwab to Aminfd-Dawla 
Bahadur, Iftil^anfd-Dawla Bahadur, Sal§r Jang Bahadur, Bah- 
ram Jang Bahadur, Mir Asadullab Khan Bahadur and others. 
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Next day the doctor also lost hope of the Nawwab's 
recovery. He told Colonel Barrett Bahadur thus: “Today 
the condition of the patient seems to be that the boil cannot be 
healed, for the heart is infected with it. He will be alive for 
two or three days. It is a pity that all the treatment has been 
wasted. I had great hopes of his recovery.” 

After listening to the doctor. Colonel Barrett Bahadur was 
very much disturbed. He went with Salar Jang Bahadur, and 
Taqi All Khan Bahadur to Tajifl-Umara Bahadur in Fatah- 
chawki and communicated to him the opinion of the doctor. 
Then they consulted with one another and decided to arrange 
for certain things. 

Two or three days passed in the same restless condition 
for the Nawwab. On the 2nd of Rabi'u’l-awwal, 1216 
A.H., Nawwab sahib felt great restlessness, and underwent 
pangs of death. Hakim Ahmadullah Khan and some other 
hakims, all officers and relatives remained there from sunset 
till next morning. The sisters were inquiring every minute 
after the condition of the pulse. 

Section 4. 

The world-illuminating sun appeared on the 3rd morning, 
but the veil of restlessness and sorrow was not lifted up and 
the hearts of the people were rent by pain. Salar Jang 
Bahadur, in accordance with the order of Tajtfl-Umara 
Bahadur, invited Jdawlana sahib, Shah Allmullah sahib, and 
other elders and gathered them together before Nawwab $ahib 
to recite verses of the holy Quran, and traditions of the 
Prophet, so that the Nawwab might give ear to the sound, 
strengthen his Imdn and find his salvation. 

I f tikharrf d-Dawla Bahadur who was affectionately devoted 
to the Nawwab, recited the shra-t-yMn. When the sisters 
heard the sound of the reading of the rara-t-ydfin,they wept out 
in the zenana. This depressed Tajffl-Umark Bahadur. He 
went into the zenana and admonished his aunts thus: “You 
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are close by the wart/fina. The life of the Nawwabiseinking. 
Weeping and wailing in this way are not proper, for the hoise 
is heard outside. You may go to yotir houses.** Nawwab 
SultMQ*n-nisa Begam and her sisters were displeased at this 
stem rebuke. They immediately got into their conveyances, 
and went to their houses, from where they were constantly 
inquiring about the health of their brother. Every minute 
Hakim Ahmadullah Khan and other hakims were feeling the 
pulse of the Nawwab. They told Salar Jang Bahadur and 
others as follows : — "It is a thousand pities that the state of the 
Nawwab*s health has come to such a pass. The doctor lost 
hope a week ago. If he had withdrawn his treatment a month 
earlier, we could have treated the Nawwkb. We have good 
wishes for the Nawwab, but we did not have the good luck. 
Such an independent ruler as he is, has one foot in grave.** 

Nawwab $ahib suffered the pangs of death from early 
morning till about 8 a.m. Then just as the flame of a candle, 
that is about to die out, emits much light, the Nawwab recovered 
from the agony of death and spoke in a loud voice thus : 

"Why all this noise and confusion and such a large crowd 
around me. ? Get out 1'* Immediately all went out. About an 
hour later Muhammad Ma'sum and Muhammad Roshan, who 
were present near the Nawwab, came out in great excitement 
and informed Mawlana §ahib and Salar Jang Bahadur that 
Nawwab §ahib had reached his last moments. Immediately 
the Bahadur and MawlanS. fa^ib went near the Nawwab with 
Hakim Aljiimadullih KhSn. The hakim felt the pulse, and 
permitted others to come near Nawwab ^Hhib’s bed. Allmullih 
Shah $&lj^ib and others assembled there, and began to recite the 
verses of the holy Qurin. Atiffnfd>Dawla Bahkdur. Iftikhkrtfd- 
Dawla Bahadur, and Bahram Jang. Bahadur did not come, for 
they were afraid of the Nawwab*s displeasure. In the mean- 
while Colonel Barrett Bahadur came with the doctor and wanted 
to feel the pulse. Mawlink $a^ib sent word throuj^ SUar Jang 
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Bahadur that it was>not the proper time for the doctor to feel 
the pulse. Salar Jang Bahadur approached Colonel Barrett 
Bahadur* and the doctor, and explained to them in a way 
and managed to send them away from Nu$rat-mahall. When 
Nawwab ]g^usamul-Mulk BahSdur entered the Nawwab’s room in 
Nusrat-mahall with Amlrifd- Da wla Bahadur, Iftikhanfd-Dawla 
Bahadur, and Bahrara Jang Bahadur, Hakim Ahmadullah Khan 
who was feeling the pulse, turned about and said loudly with a 
sorrowful and inconsolable voice, ‘Verily we are for Allah and 
to All^ we return.'i Then the ikokim rose from his seat. 

Immediately after hearing this heart-rending news, the 
confusion caused by pain and sorrow reached the heavens. 
Great tumult, as on the judgment day, arose in all palaces, 
houses, lanes, bdzSrs, and everywhere. Nawwab Husamu’l- 
Mulk Bahadur, got by the side of the dead body with 
his nephews and gave passionate expression to his grief. 
In the meanwhile Taju’l-Umara Bahadur went into the 
room and fell at the feet of Nawwab Husamifl-Mulk Bahadur 
overcome by deep sorrow. The Nawwab lifted him up, 
embraced him, consoled him and conducted him to Fatah- 
chawki, his residence, and took leave of him. Then Nawwab 
Husamu’l-Mulk Bahadur, with a tear-stained face, accompanied 
the nephews to the house of the senior sister. He consoled all 
the sisters and their daughters, who lamented for the late 
Nawwab and returned to his own residence. An hour or two 
later. Colonel McLean, the commander in the bSgh, in accordance 
with the orders of the Governor, posted armed jawSns at all 
gates of the palaces, and at the gate of the bagh, in addition to 
the jawdns already posted in those places. After making all 
arrangements. Colonel McLean returned to his quarters. 

Tajifl-Umara Bah3dur called Bahram Jang Bahadur and 
gave orders that he should get quickly three thousand rupees 

(1) This verse from the holy Quran is quoted when any unfortunate 
occurrence, chiefly death, happens. 
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from Colonel Barrett BahlUlur, make read^; everything* for the 
funeral in consultation with Mawlana Abda’l-All §ahib and 
send the coffin of Nawwab ^a^ib in great splendour to*Natthar> 
nagar in the company of A^mad KhSn. Bahram Jang 

Bahadur received the amount from the Colonel, and busied him* 
self in washing the dead body and shrouding it under the 
guidance of Mawlana $ahib and other QUms, 

Nawwab Sul|^ifn*nis& Begam had a discussion with 
Tajifl'Cmara Bahadur through the mediation of Mir Asadullah 
Khan Bah&dur in regard to the sending of the coffin by kamOn- 
darwSsa of Nu§rat>ma^all towards the palace of the Begam 
^iba. The washing of the dead body and other religious 
rites were gone through an hour before sunset. As the 
Begam §a^iba did not permit the coffin to be carried through 
the katndn-danvSsia, the coffin, adorned with ghildf and 
f^Arntydna, was left the whole night with guards in the dSldn of 
Nu$rat-mahall opposite to the kaman-darwdza. Next day at 
about 7 o’clock in the morning, funeral service was held in the 
foAfi of Nu^rat-mahall. Then the wall behind Nu;rat>mahall 
was demolished in accordance with the order of Taju’l-Umara 
Bahadur and the coffin was carried through that way in great 
splendour followed by a retinue and julUs and was dispatched 
to Nattharnagar in the company of ^afig A^mad Khan. A 
salute of fifty-six guns in proportion to the age of the Nawwab 
was fired from the fort of Madras and the ships. 

The Governor of Madras wrote to the commander in 
Nattharnagar thus: **The coffin of the exalted Naww&b 
Umdattfl-Umark Bahadur Wil&jdh II ha$ been smt to 
Nattharnagar. The army most follow the coflin as far as the 
burial ground and a salute of guns diould 1 m fired from all 
forts in the kingdom as far as Nattharnagar.’’^ 


(1) S«€ Aapendiz D for ihc cbronegnm which records the death of 
Mawwib Umdatn’l-UiaarS Bahadur Wildilh U* 
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Verses of Umdatifi'Unmra Bahidtir Nawwab W&lijah II 
sent to BSgam of ^aydarabad by Sult&ntfn-nisi Bggam 

from Madras.^ 
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Verses which give the date of the Corrhatior- of ‘Umdattfl- 
Uniara Bahadur Nawwab Walajah III. 
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APPENDIX B. 

Copy of the original letter of invitation for the marriage of 
Muhammad All ^usayn IQian Tajtfl-Umara BahSdur written 
by his father ‘Umdatifl-Umara Bahadur Nawwab Walajah 11.^ 
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1. See page 50 in this bodk. 

2. See page 111 in this book. 
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APPENDIX C. 

Verses which give the date of Tippu Sultan’s death.t 
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18 ^ 




HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF TH^^ARNATIC HI 
APPENDIX D. ' ^ 

Verses whidi give the date of the^iJeistti^t^'TJmdattfl- 
Uiiiar& BahSdor Nawwib Wilijih lU ^ 

^ 

jLft vj:JL JL 

ini 


!• See pege 184 in tbit bot^ 


m 



Muhammad Abrar Khan 

an able general of Muhammad All Nawwab Waliijah I. admired for his action 
at Samiwaram, Walkandabpur and Ranjangadh. 

(To face p. iii, Part II, Sources of the History of the Natmibs of the Carnatic) 





GLOSSARY.! 


Addbgd^ the place of obeisance in the palace of a chief. 

AUhfvtt pardon, forgiveness, remission of sins. 

AUm, a standard, ensign, flag. 

ARband, (All’s tie) an amulet or charm against sorceries; an 
ornament, a jewel. 

AUm, learned, intelligent, wise. 

AUqamar, the moon especially from the third day to tlie end 
of the month. 

Jlmils, (sing. AmU) agent, governor, administrator, revenue 
collector, official, functionary. 

Amin, faithful, trustworthy. 

Amirs, (sing. Amir) commander, governor, chief, leader, 
prince, person of rank or distinction. 

AngrisR-Adr^l'-inshd, the office where letters in English 
language are written. 

Aqd, to conclude a marriage; marriage-knot. 

Arafa, yawmi brafdt, the ninth day of the month of 

Arifs, (sing. Arif) holy man, saint. 

Ar^a, a petition, a letter from an inferior. 

Ar^bggH, the person who presents all petitions, either written 
or by word of mouth. 

Ar^, a petition, memorial or humble representation. 

As^afi, namb of a gold coin, a gold mohur (its value in 
Calcutta about Rs. 16) ; by the Regulations of 
17§3, it should weig^ 190,8$Mi grains troy. 

Ailtdr-iiOfta, a temporary structure for the celebration of the 
Mul^arram festival 

AmXlq, private tutor,^ preceptor. 

fi-j “ ■ - --■ -u-- - ^ . . ... I _ ^ 

...4. Asit is not powibis now. to nscortain tho oxwt oonnotetion of 

eettain'wo^ that wore in vogoe daring the. Moslim admiaittiation of 

Xa^ diflsrent shades of ncaning for theUiate'idren. * ' 
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BSgh, a garden. 

BahS-kUnt, a kind of game. 

Bahais, (sing. Bahai) she-camel. 

Ba khsh i, paymaster (in Muslim armies) ; general, commander- 
in-chief (the office of the paymaster being com- 
bined with that of general) ; an officer who keeps 
accounts of all disbursements connected with 
military tenures. 

B&nSt, broad-cloth. 

B&ndHrs, (sing. BandSr) bowman, archer, rocketer. 

Bandi, a kind of ornament worn on the head ; a short robe or 
dress shorter than the J&ma. 

BSni, a measure of weight equal to eighty rupees. 

BSra-darl, lit. diaving twelve doors’ ; a summer house generally 
in a garden. 

BarSt, the procession of the bridegroom to the house of the 
bride, marriage procession; the company or 
attendants at a marriage. 

Bari, wedding garment, ornaments, presents, etc., sent from the 
bridegroom’s house to the bride’s previous to the 
wedding day. 

BSwarchi-khSna. kitchen. 

BayMlldh, lit. ‘the house of All&h’, the sacred house at Makya. 

Bdzdr, market, market-place. 

BSzU-band, ornament worn on the arm, armlet, bracelet. 

Bechdba, lit. poleless, a kind of tent pitched without a pole. 

Bhattd, additional allowance, extra allowance or pay to public 
servants on special duty, or to officers and soldiers 
(commonly called batta)', subsistence money; 
travelling allowance. 

Bha'i, chair-porter, p&Ud-bearer, bearer (commonly called boy 
by Europeans). 

Bustdn, lit. * place of fragrance ’ flower-garden, pleasure 
garden; name of a celebrated work by the 
Persian poet Sa'dL 
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But^Sna, idol-temple, pagoda. 

ChSndni-farsh, a white carpet. Chandni, a white cloth spread 
over a carpet. Fa rsh. a carpet. The combination 
ChSndni-farsh is peculiar. 

ChSnd sisphSl, an ornament for the head worn by women. 

ChSrat, English chariot. 

ChSrat-^Sna, a building for storing chariot. 

ChattakSr, Tamil Cattai-k-karan, European, Anglo-Indian. 

Chatta-pd sh. Tamil Cattai, jacket, coat, gown + Persian Pdsh, 
a covering; Chatta-pd sh. one who wears a coat ; 
an European, Anglo-Indian. 

Chaw-karS (prob. chaw-ghdra), a carriage drawn by four 
horses. 

Chawk, a quadrangle, a square; an open place in a town 
where the market is held (and where also the 
chief of the police office is stationed) ; a daily 
market; the main street or central thoroughfare 
of a city. 

Chawki, a guard’s post, an outpost. 

Chcavkidars, (sing. ChawkidSr) watchman, guard, sentinel. 

Chawsar, a game like pachisi but played with dice instead of 
cowries. 

Chawthl, a Muslim ceremony observed on the fourth day 
after sSchaq or the day following a marriage, 
(the bride and bridegroom visit the bride’s 
family, and the married pair, after feasting, make 
a show of beating each other with sticks covered 
with flowers). 

Chitr, ornamenting, decoration. 

ChSbdSrs, (sing. ChdbdSr) an officer who carries a silver or 
gold staff, and whose business it is to announce 
the arrival of visitors; mace-bearer, usher, 

herald. 
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Daftar, book, account book, register. 

jpdk, post for conveyance of letters. 

DdlSn, a hall. 

Darh&r, court, hall of audience; the executive government of 
a state. 

Darbdr-i-^tn, public hall of audience. 

DargSh, shrine or tomb of some reputed saint which is the 
object of worship or pilgrimage. 

DSrUgha, the headman of an office; superintendent, manager, 
master, keeper. 

Dariil-amara, the executive office. 

DSntl-inshd, office of correspondence. 

Dastdr, a sash or fine muslin cloth wrapt round a turban. 

Dhop, a kind of sword (long and straight). 

Diwdn, a chief officer of state, minister; a complete series of 
odes or other poems by one author running 
through the whole alphabet (the rhymes of the 
first class terminating in alif the second in be and 
so on ; the collected writings of an author. 

Diwdn-i-^dsf, privy-council*chamber, cabinet council. 

Dlwdn-khdna. office; hall of audience, hall, court, chamber; 
public room detached from the house. 

Durud, prayer ; praise, especially of the Prophet. 

Durddis, (sing. Durddi) one who says benediction and blessing. 

Durdd-khwdns. (sing. Durdd-khwdn) one who pronounces a 
benediction or blessing (on) and prays (for). 

Ddslidla, a pair of shawls (worn like the du-patta). 

Faqirs, (sing. Faqir) possessed of one day's sufficiency for self 
and family (the entirely destitute being called 
tniskln) ; poor man, beggar, religious mendicant 

Farmdnt mandate; command, order; royal letter. 

Farrdsftkhdna, a room in which carpets, etc., are kept. 

Parsh, a carpet, a mattress, a mat, a floor doth. 
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Farshi-ghariySl, a kind of gkariyOl; (gethups sl large ghariySl 
with a flat bottom which stands on the ground in 
contradistinction to a small one which is carried 
in the hand). 

F&rsV-d&rvfl-inshS, the office where htters in Persian language 
are written. 

Fdtihas, (sing. Fdtiha) the commencement, the opening 
chapter of the Quran, so called because the reci- 
tation in prayer is commenced therewith ; prayers 
for the dead ; prayers offered in the name of saints. 

Fawjddr, superintendent of the military force in a district, an 
officer of the police so-called, a criminal judge or 
magistrate under Muslim government. 

Frangs, Europeans. 

Fuzald, (sing. Fdsil) virtuous man, good man, learned man, the 
learned. 

Ganj, a case (of instruments, or brushes, or razors, etc.). 

Ghards, (sing. Ghard) earthen water-pot, pitcher, jar. 

Ghari, an instrument for measuring time, a watch, clock, etc. 

Ghariydl, a plate of brass, etc. for striking the hours on, a gong. 

[The word is used in this book in the sense of a 
watch or clock.] 

Ghazal. an amatory poem, an ode. 

Ghildf. a covering, a wrapper. 

Ghdza-namdz. (corruption of AlghOzg-nawdz) one who plays 
on a pipe or a flute. 

Ghuldm Zdmin, a slave of the one who becomes responsible 
for one’s safety. 

Gtddb-pdsb, a bottle for sprinkling rose-water, a rose-water 
bottle. 

Gwtdastas, (sing. Guldasta) a handful of roses, a bundi of 
flowers, a nosegay. 
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Gulistdn, a rose-garden; a flower-garden; name of a celebrated 
Persian book in prose and verse by Sa'di of 
Shiraz. 

GulzSrs, (sing. Gulzdr) a garden of roses; a bed of roses; a 
garden. 

GuzarSti kamar-band, a waist-band made in Guzarat. 

Hafigs, (sing. H&fiz) one who has the whole Quran by heart. 

a phlebotomist; a barber; one professionally engaged 
in cupping. 

Hajn-lal, a kind of childish expression. 

Hakims, (sing. Hakim) learned, wise man, doctor, philoso- 
pher, physician. 

flawaldSr, contraction of haw&la-dar, one employed to protect 
the grain before it is stored ; a steward or agent 
employed for the management of a village; a 
military officer in native regiments of inferior 
rank ; a head constable. 

Hawg, a large reservoir of water, basin of a fountain, pond, 
tank. 

Hukm-nSma, written order, writ, decree, warrant, deed con- 
veying certain authority, licence. 

Hun, the gold coin called by the Europeans pagoda, current at 
Madras. It is worth about eight shillings. 

Hdn-kuruk, a kind of hun. 

•Ibadat-khdna. a place set apart in a palace for prayer, religious 
service and devotion 

•Id, the periodical festival; a festival, feast day. 

•Idtig-guha, the festival of sacrifices held on the tenth of the 
month of Dhiil-hajja. 

•Ildqaddr, the person responsible for the payment of the rates, 
etc., of a village or district. 

ImSms, (sing. ImSm) one who stands before or is followed, a 
head, chie^ leader especially in religious matters. 
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IfHSn, belief particularly in Allah, and in His word, and 
apostles. 

In'Qm, grant of rent-free land. 

*In&yat-na,ma, letter; a grant in writing. 

Iqlims, (sing. IqRm) clime, climate, region, country. 

Iqrdr-nOma, written agreement, bond, contract. 

IstighfOr, asking pardon, begging mercy, craving grace; the 
Muslim prayer for defence against the evil spirit. 

IstikhSra, lit. wishing or asking for the best. Conciliating the 
divine favour; looking in the Quran, or any 
favourite book as the poems of HaS^ for a good 
augury. 

‘J^r, perfume, fragrance ; essence. 

•Itr-d&n, a perfume-box, scent-case. 


JSgir, holding, occupying a place; assignment of the govern- 
ment share of the produce of a large tract of 
country to an individual; a possession in land 
granted either in perpetuity or for life as a 
reward for services or as a fee. 

JahSngirl-dastdrf a princely dastOr, or a dast&r of the variety 
used by Jahangir, the son and successor of the 
Mughal Emperor Akbar the Great. 

Jalwa, presenting a bride to her husband unveiled and adorned 
in all her ornaments; the meeting of the bride 
and bridegroom; the nuptial bed. 

Jama'ddr, the head of any body of men ; a native officer of the 
army so-called ; an officer of police, customs, or 
excise second to dOrogha. 

Jawithir, (sing. Jcauhar, but used as a singular also) jewels, 
gems, precious stones; a jewel, a gem. 

JcnvOfur&t, (sing. Jawdhir) jewels, gems, etc. 

Jawd/ur-i-muraffa', jewels set together; set or studded with 
jewels or precious stones. • 
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JawSns, (sing. Jaw&n) young, youthful, in the prime of man- 
hood or womanhood: an able-bodied man, a 
soldier, warrior. 

JilaW’khSna, a courtyard, an area; a vestibule, porch, ante- 
chamber. 

Juliis, state, pomp. 

Jum‘a, Friday prayer; the day of congregation, Friday when 
Muslims assemble to pray at a cathedral mosque. 


Ka'ha, the hallowed edifice at Makka. 

Kachahri, a court of justice, tribunal ; a public office. 

Kalghi, a spire or ornament on the top of a dome ; pinnacle ; 

crest, a plume ; a gem-studded ornament fixed in 
the turban. 

Kaman-darw&za, a gate with an arch. 

KSni, (Tamil iCdnt) a land measure=;100 kuli or nearly 1*32 
acres. 

Kanwal, the shade of mica and coloured paper representing the 
lotus within which wax candles are burnt and 
floated on the water during festivals. 

K&rkhana. workshop, factory. 

Kitj, this appears to be a corruption of the English word 
guards, see page 160, 1,4 in this book. 

KhSdi, a very thick and coarse kind of cotton cloth. 

Khgtifa, a successor, a sovereign, particularly applied to the 
successors of Muhammad the Prophet, a caliph. 

KhaUdsi. a native sailor; a native artillery man, a tent-pitcher. 

Khatwat-khdna. place of retirement, private apartment, the 
women’s apartment. 

KhOnsdmOn, lit. ‘master of the stores’, a house steward, butler, 
major domo. 

Kharlfa. a receptacle, pouch, purse of leather, etc. 

Khichfi, a dish made of rice and split pulse (dtf/) boiled to- 
gether with ghee and spices. 

196 



GLOSSARY 


^hildfat, the office or dignity of caliph. 

Khildfat-i-Chishtiyya, the dignity pertaining to the succession of 
disciples of Abu Is^Sq Chishti. (For details see 
f. note 2, on p. 14 in this book). 

Khfl*ctt 8 robe of honour; an honorific dress with which princes 
confer dignity upon subjects, consisting at least 
of a turban, rope and girdle. 

KhitSbSt, (sing. KkitSb) a title. 

Khram, a kind of dance (perhaps it may be the kuravai 
((grmoai) dance popular among the Tamils). 

KotwOl, lit. ‘the keeper or porter of a castle’ ; the chief officer of 
the police for a city or town ; a city magistrate. 

hangar, victuals distributed amongst faqirs; alms. 

Langar-i-mannat, amulets etc- worn in consequence of a vow. 

Mahaddl, a large and splendid sort of sedan (or pslkl) for 
great personages. 

MaheUl, a palace. 

Majlis, assembly, congress, council. 

Mammal, velvet with two faces. 

Malmal chSdar, muslin cloth. 

MandUa, perhaps the word is a variation of the Arabic mandU, 
a towel, napkin ; a turban or turban cloth woven 
with silk and gold thread. 

Mdnja, corruption of manjd, the rubbing or anointing the body 
with turmeric (a religious ceremony observed on 
certain festive occasions particularly as a prelude 
to marriage). 

Manja-^^na, the room in whidi a youth about to be married 
is seated in state for a certain number of days. 

Manfdb, post, dignity, office, ministry, magistracy, a high place. 

Manails, (sing. Mansil) a place for alighting, 
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MardSna, men’s apartments. 

Masnad, a throne. 

Mawlad-khwSns. (sing. Mawlad-khwdn) one who chants poetry 
on the occasion of the celebration of the anni- 
versary of the Prophet Muhammad’s birth. 

MaykSt, this Tamil word appears to be a corruption of the 
Arabic Muqayyad, shackled, fettefed in chains. 

Mgwa-khQna. a place where fruit is stored. 

Mirathis, (sing. MirSthi) singer (of a caste which follows that 
profession from generation to generation). 

MlrStkiySn, sing. m^rSthl. 

Mir-munshl, head-clerk of an office; chief secretary. 

Mlr-sdmSn, head steward. 

Miskins, (sing. Miskln) poor, needy, indigent. 

Afifrf, relating to Egypt, Egyptian. 

Mlsirl, Tamil form of the Hind! mistarl, vulg. mistri probably 
the English master pronounced mistar, a head 
artificer, a master mason, or bricklayer. 

MiyBtta, a kind of sedan or palki with curtains. 

Mdgrd, the double jasmine ; jasminum zambac. 

AfuAr, a gold coin (current in India for about £1-sh. 16), a 
gold-mohur. 

Muhr~i-jebl, a private seal; a signet. Only two forms are 
known muhr-i’dasti and muhr-i-khd^s to denote a 
signet Muhr-d-jlbl is the form used by the author 
of this book, 
a private seal; a signet. 

Munghl, a writer, scribe, secretary, an amanuensis. (In India 
among Europeans) a tutor, a teadier of Persian 
or Urdu language, a master. 

Munfifs, (sing. Muttfif) a Judge, an arbitrator; (In India a 
subordinate Judge). 
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Mutofoddls, (sing. Mutofaddi) any inferior officer of govern- 
ment, a clerk, writer; an accountant. 

hfadhr. gift or present from an inferior to a superior; a fee 
paid to the state or to its representative on suc- 
ceeding to an office or to property. 

Nadhr-dasti. a kind of nadhr, prob. a sm;)ll present. 

Na*ib, lieutenant, viceroy, vicegerent, deputy. 

Najib, excellent; of noble birtli. 

Nalka, corruption of nalwa, a small tube or pipe in which letters 
are conveyed. 

Nslki, a sort of open sedan or pslki, used by persons of rank. 

NaqqSra, a kettle-drum. 

Naqsh-i’buddUh, a design of the names of God. 

Nawbat, a very large kettle-drum struck at stated hours; a 
musical band played at stated times before the 
palace of a king or a prince. 

Nawroe, new year's day according to the Persian calendar 
when the sun enters Aries initiating a week of 
festivities. This day which falls usually on the 
20th or 21st of March is of great antiquity dating 
back to the days of Jamshid. He is said to have 
fixed the Persian calendar ordaining that the 
new year should begin on the first day of the 
Persian month of Farwardin when the sun enters 
Aries. 

Nint, the nim-tree. 

Nim-dstin, an upper robe or jacket with half sleeves often 
made of gold and silver tissue. 

Ni*mat-khana, lit. house of affluence; a dining room, banquet 
haU. 

Padri, Christian priest, clergyman, ministei*. chaplin, mis- 
sionary. 
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Pag5dds, (sing. PagddS) gold coin once current in South India. 

Pahlamdns, (sing. Pahlawdn) champion, athelete, wrestler, a 
stout and sturdy fellow. 

Pahras, (sing. Pahra) watchman, sentinel, guard, a corporal 
and six. 

Pdlayagdrs, (sing. Pdlayagdr) feudal chief in South India, 
poligar. 

PdnddH, a box in which betel and its apparatus are kept. 

Panja-kashi, to interlock fingers with an adversary and endea> 
vour to twist his hand or wrist. 

Pardah, a curtain, screen, cover, veil, anything which serves as 
a screen. 

Panvdna, written precept or command, letters patent, grant, 
order of appointment, vernacular letter addressed 
to a subordinate officer. 

Pish-ddldn, vestibule, porch, portico, verandah, gallery. 

Pishkdrs, (sing. Pishkdr) deputy, an officer in court below the 
sarishtaddr; steward; a subordinate officer whose 
business is to write accounts. 

PSsh-qahz, a dagger worn in front. 

Pir-dastgir, a guardian saint. 

Qalydn, a pipe for smoking through water, a kind of huqqa. 

Qanndt, the wall of a tent, a canvas enclosure round a tent or, 
with which a sort of courtyard is formed in a 
camp. 

Qardr-ndma, a written engagement, etc. 

Qawwdls, (sing. Qawwdl) a professional storyteller; a kind 
of musician who sings and plays (on the sdrans/i ) ; 
a singer. 

Qiblot that part to which Muslims turn their faces when at 
prayer; the Ka*ha in Makka; Makka. 

QUbddr, the commandant of a garrison; governor of a fort. 
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Qistf a stipulated rate and time of payment of revenue etc. ; a 
tax. , 

Qurhini, a sacriBce. 

Ra'ls, headman, commander, governor; ruler, prince, a person 
of authority, a person high in rank. 

Rang, colour, paint. 

Rang-bSsU, sprinkling coloured water in sport on festive occa- 
sions. 

Rasm, custom and usage, established practice ; way followed in 
respect of doctrine and practices of religion. 

Rasm-uhqd, the ceremony observed on the occasion of the 
marriage contract. 

Rasm-i-jalwa, the ceremony at the time of the meeting of 
the bride and bridegroom in the presence of their 
relatives; the ceremony when the bridegroom 
reads a chapter of the Quran and for the first 
time sees his wife’s face in a mirror. 

Rosm-i-rangbazi, the custom of throwing coloured water or red 
powder on one another. 

Rasm-isdnchaq, (SSchaq) the usage observed on the occasion 
of S&chaq. 

Rasm-i sharbat, to give a barber sharbat to drink and so seal 
the betrothel which he has arranged; the present 
made by a bride and bridegroom to the barber 
who arranged the marriage. 

Rawpa-khwdns, (sing. Rawza-khwdn) one who recites the 
praises of Imam IJusayn in the month of 
Muharrami a eulogist at the tomb of a saint, or 
beloved person. 

I&s, (meaning cannot be found out). 

Risala, a troop of horse, squadron, cavalry. 

RisdladSr, commander of a troop of horse. 

RttmOl, lit, 'face-wiping'; a. handkerchief, a towel, napkin. 
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Rumdl-shSl, probably a rUmal made of shawl-cloth. 

Rilnum&% a showing .of the face; sight of the face; th6 cere- 
mony of a bride’s unveiling herself for the first 
time in the house of her father-in-law; the 
present made to a bride when she unveils herself. 


Sadqa, alms, gift, a propitiatory offering, a sacrifice to avert 
misfortune or sickness. 

^adr-i-iidalat, the supreme court of justice. 

^ahn, a court, courtyard, area, square, a lawn. 

Sal&m, salutation, greeting, compliments, parting salutation, 
adieu, farewell, good-bye. 

Salami, a congratulatory present to a bridegroom generally 
from the father-in-law's household. 

Sdamun-Uaykum, lit. ‘peace be on you’. An expression of 
greeting among the Muslims. 

Sanchaq, (corruption of SOchaq) the feast at the bridegroom’s 
house on the day of applying hinna to the bride’s 
hands and feet ; interchange of wedding garments 
and presents which takes place the day before a 
marriage (the bride’s garments being sent by the 
bridegroom’s family and vice versa). 

SarOcha, a tent surrounded with an enclosure. 

Sarangi, a musical instrument like a fiddle. 

Sarong rag, name of a rOg or musical mode. 

Sardar, general, field marshal, officer of rank, chief of any 
department; prince. 

Sarkar, master, lord; court of a king; government, ruling 
authority. 

SarpSch, an ornament of gold, silver or jewels, generally wont 
in front of the turban; it sometimes consists of 
square pieces of gold plates strung together, each 
plate being set with precious stones; a band of 
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silk or embroidery, from two to two and a half 
cubits long, worn round the turban. 

Sawdn, anything on which one rides, vehicle, conveyance, equip- 
age, cavalcade, suite. 

SayrgSh, a place of recreation, a place affording a good view or 
prospect. 

Sayyida, the wife or daughter of a Sayyid; a lady, a princess. 

Sayyids, (sing. Sayyid) descendant of Fatima, daughter of 
Muhammad. 

Sehra, a chaplet, diadem, garland, wreath worn on the head by 
a bride and bridegroom at the marriage cere- 
mony ; the song sung on the occasion of placing 
the bridal chaplets on the heads of the bride and 
bridegroom. 

Shabbo, lit. ^ight-smelling’, the tuberose. 

Shab-aasht. a procession at night. 

Shabnam-cloth. a kind of fine linen, a very fine muslin. 

Shadt-khana. a house where marriage is celebrated. 

ShQdi-mahfil. a sitting place of the bridegroom surrounded by 
an assembly of men. 

ShShinshdh. emperor, king of kings. 

Sl^dh-Jahdnl waist-band, a princely waist-band, or a waist-band 
of the variety used by Shahiahan. the Mughal 
Emperor. 

Shdl, a shawl. 

Shdmiydna, a kind of tent, a pavilion; a canopy, an awning 
supported on poles. 

drink, beverage, sherbet; sugar and water (the most 
common signification). 

Shatrani. chess. 

Shaykhs, (sing. Shaykh) venerable old man; man of authority, 
chief; abbot, superior of the dervishes. 

Shih, a sect which follows Ali, affirming that he was the right- 
ful Imam after Muhammad the Prophet; a fol- 
lower of the sect (dist. from Sunni ) . 
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ShikSr. hunting. * 

Shikar-kh&na. a place where necessary instruments for hunting 
are kept. 

$iiba, a collection of districts; province (one of the large divi- 
sions of the Mughal Empire, such as Bengal, tlie 
Carnatic). 

^Ubaddr, the office of the lieutenant of a province, viceroyalty. 

SuksSwan, a kind of vehicle. (Perhaps the word is a corrup- 
tion of Sukh-asan, an easy chair; a couch; a 
palanquin. ) 

SunnCa. Muslim who accepts the sunnat or traditionary portion 
of the Muhammadan law, and reveres equally the 
four immediate successors ( Khulafd-al-r&shidin 'S 
after the Prophet. 

Sdra, a chapter of the holy Quran (of which there are 114). 

Sura-i-yOsln, name of the 36th siira of the holy Quran. 


Tablur-khSna, a place where lights are stored. (Probably 
Tablur is the corruption of Bilaur vulg. BilOr). 

Tablurnl, probably a woman in charge of lighting arrange- 
ments. 

Tambdr, a tambour, a drum. 

Tamlar, (meaning cannot be fou'd out). 

Tarawih, a form of prayer consisting of twenty or more 
(rakb,) genuflexions (according to different per- 
suasions) performed in the month of Ramazan, 
after the ordinary prayers of nightfall, but by 
pious persons often repeated every morning. 
The prayer is so called because the performer rests 
after every four genuflexions. 

Tasbl^, declaring that Allah is free from every imperfection 
or impurity, and praising Him (saying sub^an<d- 
lah, glory be to All^). 

Tawba, repenting, penitance. 
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TOrah, a tray or dish of various meats; a number of trays con- 
taining various dishes of food. 

Tdsha-khdna. place where furniture is kept. 

Turra, an ornament worn in the turban ; an ornamental tassel or 
border, etc., a plume of feathers, a crest. 

Vhda-ddr, an officer of the Mughal government engaged to 
collect the revenue of a district for a small per- 
centage ; an officer, civil or military authority. 

Vlamd, (sing. doctor of law and religion. 

Vrs, a religious ceremony celebrating the union of the soul of 
a deceased saint or pir with the supreme Spirit. 
The saints' disciples gather round bis grave, and 
read the fStiha and offer food, incense, lights, etc. 

IVttfiyyat-nama, last ^ill or testament. 

IVizdrat-i-fUbadar, the dignity of wa^r of suhaddr. 

Yaktdra, a guitar with one wire or string. 

Ydndnl, belonging to Ydndn’, Ionian; Grecian, Greek; the Greek 
system of medicine. 

Zunndrddr, one who wears a sacred thread, a Brahman. 
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Amir Jang, an amir distinguished in war. 

Amirwl-Mulk Vmdatttd-Dawla Zafar Jang, an amir of rank 
in the kingdom, upholding prosperity of the state 
and victorious in war. 

Babar Jang, a lion in battlefield. 

Bahadur, brave, bold, valiant, courageous, high-spirited. 

Bohram Jang, brave in battle (BahrSm, the planet Mars). 

GhulSm AH Kh&n Bahadur Sayf Jang, Ghulam Ali Khan the 
brave, a sword in war. 

Ghulam Riza Khan Bahadur fJusdm Jang, Ghulam Ri?a Khan 
the brave, a sharp sword in war. 

Ikhtiyar Jang Bahadur, the valiant hero invested with authority 
in war. 

I’tifam Jang, firm in war. 

I*tizadtld-Dawla, (^I'HpOduid-Dcnvla') the prop of prosperity. 

JalOdat Jang, valiant in battle. 

iChan, chief, a title of Muslim nobles specially those of Pa^han 
descent. 

Majdtfd-Dawla, glory of the state. 

MolikiJl-^ukama, prince among hakims. 

McJiktil-iilama, prince among Wms. 

Mugaffar Jang, fortunate in war. 

Nafibttd^Dawla Ghulam Mujtaba KhOn Bahadur Asad Jang, 
Ghulam Mujtaba Khan Bahadur, fortunate in 
the kingdom and tiger in war. 
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Nafir Jang, an ally in war. 

Noftrtid-Danvla, defender of state. 

Nawwdb, deputy, governor, viceroy, lord, man of rank, prince, 
princess. 

Nawwab Ra*isiJl~utnarS SatdSrfil-Matitiilik Sirdjtil^Mulk, sl 
Nawwab, chief of the amirs, rammander of 
states, lamp of kingdom. 

NawvaSb Tdjul-Umara XJmdaiiil-Mamdlik AmiruUMulk, a 
Nawwab, crown of amirs, pillar of states, an 
amir in the realm. 

Rdi, prince, chief (a Hindu title). 

Rdi Rdyan, chief of chiefs. 

Rukniid-Dawla, a pillar of the state. 

^dhibiid-Dawla, comrade of the state. 

^amsdm Jang, a sharp sword in war. 

Sirdji/l-Mulk Dhvil-faqdrtid-Dawla Sarddr Jang, lamp of the 
realm, (famous in) the kingdom as the sword of 
All, commander in war. 
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